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ROBERT BOYLE & SON, | ELECTRIC ‘ratovrmngan.amy| London or 
64, HOLBORN VIADUOT, LONDON. 
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nosed deat 20, HIGH HOLBORN, W.C. rite: Hounorx Ar New Cavendish 8t 
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37 DUKE STREET. OXFORD STREET, Smith, Major, 6 Stevens, Led. LONDON & A S P H A LT E 
LONDON, W.1 (late Archibald Smith & Stevens). saaresndavens 











HASKINS FOR SHOPFRONTS, W O R K 
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ity 2985 (4 Lines). Curvitinear, Barb, London.” 1A @ P, STEVEN ete xs.) 6 GLASGOW. 


Saml. Haskins & Bros., Ltd. ,20/34,0ld St.,London,£.C.1| tendon Office: 10, Charles Street, Blackfriars Road, 8. TREDEGAR ROAD, BOW, E.3 


















Decolite Composition Flooring 


Decolite floors,both for new ildings and for overlaying existing 

en stone and cement floors , are vecteny perfect. These points 
must be noted :-they sre easily cleaned and hygienic, warm and elastic to 
‘the tread; hard wearing and tough; vermin-proof and damp-proof; fire - 
‘Tesisting and laid quickly by the maker’s own workmen. 
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ELECTRIC LIGHTING INSTALLATIONS 
for Factories, Public Buildings, Offices and Flats. 


TREDEGARS LTD. 


Electrical Engineers and Lighting Specialists 


S&7, BROOK STREET, LONDON, W.1. 
Telephone: MAYFAIR 1032, 1033. Telegrams: “TREDELECT, WESDO, LONDON.” 
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THE NEW HOUSING EXPERIMENT. 


AST week we dealt with the new Bill in general terms, 
and now that the discussion on the second 
reading is before us we return to this subject 
as one which may prove vital to the future of 
private domestic work required for the mass 
of our population in the future. As we have said, we do 
not like the measure and do not feel that it is going to solve 
the difficult problems into which our artificial legislation 
has led us; but as it is now practically law we shall have to 
abide by its provisions, and shall soon see whether our 
attitude towards it is well founded or not. 

Dr. Addison, in moving the reading, said that there had 
been no control of the building trade, and he hoped it would 
not be necessary to propose it. This seems a curious 
introduction in view of the clause limiting “ luxury building,” 
for if this is not control we really do not understand this 
expression. We have nothing to say against housing 
coming before really unnecessary structures, but we feel 
that under the Bill most improper powers of definition have 
been given to the local authorities, and that it would have 
been better, even at the risk of the resentment of a small 
section of the community, to have specifically defined the 
kind of buildings which could, if occasion arose, be brought 
under the ban. We welcome the Minister’s statement that 
it is essential that the Government should press for a 
restoration of the industry of house building to a self-sup- 
porting economic basis as soon as possible. If 1t really means 
this, it is difficult to understand why it does not remove 
the causes—which are of its own making—which prevent 
economic house building. Legislation has been brought 
into being which runs counter to the laws of demand and 
supply, and Dr. Addison’s wish will remain a pious political 
hope until these enactments are swept away. We cannot 
be so discourteous as to assume that he is unintelligent 
enough to be ignorant of.these facts, and think it would 
be better had he faced them. Again, we are now told that 
the private builder can build more cheaply than the local 
authority ; we agree, but think it a pity that this fact was 
not realised when under the original Bill we were informed 
that private enterprise was quite incapable of dealing with 
the problem. As regards the issue of housing bonds, we 
should be sorry to say anything which would decrease the 
popularity of the proposal. These are to be issued at 
5} per cent., or such other rate of interest as the Treasury 
may from time to time fix as regards any bonds to be there- 
after issued. We fear that this rate of interest may further 
depress existing War Loan securities; but governments have 
: habit of appealing to patriotism and, having secured the 
unds, are not usually very particular as to the financial 
— of those who subsequently have to realise. If the 
mn given to the Treasury means that a greater rate of 
crest will be offered if the loan does not go well wé shall, 
_ er have a further disturbance, and think that, at 
oy be ar Stock should be convertible at something near 

ace value. In moving the rejection of the Bill, Mr. 
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meet the case. 


Major Barnes said that a recent Newcastle meeting 
had been entirely against the Bill, and he thought the 
new measure would decrease the activities of local authoritics 
and leave the position in six months time much worse 
than at present. Lord Robert Cecil, while deprecating 
the views of previous speakers, struck a sound note by 
stating that what was wanted was relief from bureaucratic 
control, which involved a great increase in the cost of 
building. His opinion was that taken in the aggregate 
the proposals would incréase the cost. He also regretted 
the increment duty on building land, and that, under 
the original Bill, the existing agency—private enterprise— 
had been scrapped. This was a step towards nationalisation, 
which the working man would like as little as anyone when 
he got it.. In reference to materials, Dr. Addison gave 
the welconte intimation that materials bought by the 
Government for housing purposes would be released and 
become obtainable by the trade in the ordinary way. In 
this connection a labour member expressed the opinion 
that the present price of materials was largely due to the 
operation of trusts, and invited the Government’s attention 
to the matter. A very seriou; statement was made 
by Sir Tudor Walters, which has natura'ly been repudieted 
by representative builders. He expressed the view that the 
present cost of building was largely due to profiteering, 
and he believed that any contractors who wanted to could 
build houses for £300 less than they were charging to-day ; 
he added that there was never so much profiteering as was 
being carried out under the local .authorities’ schemes. 
He thought the subsidy would check profiteering, and that 
applications would be received to enable 100,000 houses 
to be erected in the next few months. We are not so 
sanguine. The Government cannot get away from the 
fact that it has made an entire change of front. After 
involving the country in an immense amount of bureaucracy 
and commandeering all kinds of supplies, it now comes to 
the normal and previously rejected source of supply and 
releases its goods. We give all credit for the unification and 
control of design and lay-out which this immense scheme 
has brought with it, and to the individual work and honesty 
of purpose of the new Ministry, but we feel that the town- 
planning experts could have been secured under existing 
Acts, possibly amended to meet emergencies, and much 
national expense saved. We are not yet disposed to adopt 
what we will term a “‘ Fisherian ’’ attitude, but we feel sure 
that certain things must be done before the position can 
be clarified. The Finance Act of 1910, which is an admitted 
failure and involves an enormous outlay, must be repealed, 
and it would pay us even to pension off its officials if this 
is the only way of getting rid of them. The Rent Restriction 
Act, which has a most unfair incidence on property, must 
also go, and rents must be allowed to adjust themselves to the 
condition of prices! We will undertake to say that if this 
is done prices will in some measure adjust themselves to 
rents before verylong. This Act was passed for the specific 
and very proper purpose during the war of protecting the 
dependents of those serving their country, but was never 
intended to play the réle of a dislocating agent in financial 
transactions in normal times.’ Qui vivra verra, but we 


‘feel confident that this new measure is not going to solve 


the housing problem. 


—aa 
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THE Prime Minister’s appeal 
Builders and to builders will, we are 
Housing. sure, not fail of effect, for 
there is a wide sense of 
public duty and patriotic feeling amongst 
them; but we cannot help saying that 
a direct effort to secure their collaboration 
at a much earlier stage would have been 
very desirable, and, in spite of the 
explanations given, we cannot understand 
why it was neglected. 





Tue following appears in a 

Paying daily paper Soy £1,300,000 

the Price. Housing Scheme. __L.C.C. 

Estate. The plan provides 

for the erection of 1,194 working-class 

houses. It is estimated that here 

will be an annual loss of £59,000, or a 
deficit of nearly £50 a house.” 





THERE is a point in the 

A Point statement of the Minister of 

y= set ag Health on the Second Read- 
Bill. © ing of the Housing (Addi- 
tional Powers) Bill which 

appears to call for attention. It may 
reasonably be anticipated that the 
local authorities, who were originally 
given precedence in the housing scheme 
inaugurated by the Housing and Town- 
planning Act of this year, may, in some 
cases, eye the extension of the scheme 
to private builders with some little 
jealousy; yet, as we understand the 
statement of Dr. Addison, it is pro- 
osed in the new Bill, in order that a 
uilder may obtain a grant, to make 
the local authority the tribunal which 
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is to decide whether the house is of such 
a character and construction as to 
entitle the builder to a grant, and to 
give him a certificate to that effect. 
The words the Minister is reported to 
have used are :—‘‘ They had left the 
subject of construction and lay-out to 
the local authority, and they required 
them to give a certificate that the house 
was properly erected, fit for habitation 
and completed in a workman-like and 
proper manner.” It is only necessary 
to read the debate in the House to see 
that the two schemes are, already 
considered by many as rival Schemes, 
and there is reason to fear they may so 
be regarded in practice. Local autho- 
rities, although they are supposed to 
resemble corporations, having neither 
souls to be damned nor bodies to be 
kicked, nevertheless have a very 
human side to their nature, and we 
shall be surprised, should this provision 
be put into force, if we do not hear of 
some cases of obstruction and delay put 
in the way of the private builder who 
may be regarded in some way as a 
rival. The local authorities have, in 
some cases in the past, administered 
their by-laws so as to cause the maxi- 
mum inconvenience and delay to 
private individuals, and there is, there- 
fore, some excuse if the builder should 
regard the above provision with some 
suspicion. 


Ir would be unfair to the 


Imperial Many artists whose work is 


War shown at the Imperial War 
Museum Museum Exhibition at Bur- 
Exhibition. jin gton House not to recog- 
nise the large amount of able and 
beautiful painting and drawing which 
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the tale of the great war has called 


forth. Yet we cannot help wondering 
how far thé credit of our present-day 


art will suffer if nearly all of thege 
things are to go down to posterity, 
Will future generations understand a 
picture, the general effect of which at 
a little distance is like the entrails of 
a great beast, and the detail of which 
at a near view shows every living 
and. dead object rendered with the 
self-same coarse lines of paint? [py 
an apologetic notice of the newer and 
more curious methods of painting 
we read the other day that even jf 
the artists failed they were honest 
about it. This is an odd sort of special 
pleading for paintings which are sy 
posed to appeal to the public. We 
quite agree that the horror of war is 
profoundly expressed in these wide, 
cold landscapes with blasted trees, 
gaping trenches, and dead bodies; 
whilst at the same time the horror is 
extended to the lines and colours of 
some of the pictures themselves. It is 
obvious that the Imperial War Museum 
might well have included much that is 
unavoidably denied to it, such as 
pictures for the Colonies, and those 
which are to become national 
possessions ; yet, with nearly a 
thousand exhibits now on view, the 
Museum bids fair to overtake most of 
the possibilities of the occasion. Many 
striking pictures have been painted of 
the actual conflict of the troops in the 
field, and a good number of these ought 
to be acquired. If there is to be an 
Imperial War Museum building it is 
clear from Gilbert Ledward’s fine low 
relief panels in the Central Hall that 
the building itself may be made to 
tell a worthy tale. 





By permission of the Imperial War Museum Exbibition. 


} : 
The Battle of Ypres. By C. S. JAGGERs. 
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Zeebrugge War Memorial Competition. 


Design placed Fourt\. 


Mr. Hivaire BELLoc’s fre- 
Bs " quently - postponed and 
Society. eagerly-anticipated lecture 
on “ The River of London ” 
was given on the 12th'inst. It was 
rather of the nature of an introduc- 
tion to the subject. The Chairman, 
Captain Lyon- Thompson, suggested 
that Mr. Belloc should favour the 
Society with another lecture in which 
he would develop his subject. One im- 
portant feature, not mentioned, was the 
Embankment on both sides of the 
‘thames, which extends for many miles, 
and confines the water within a channel 
deep enough for navigation by large 
vessels. But for the Kmbankment, 
miles of country on both sides would be 
flooded. The Chairman made the 
announcement that in future any 
member who had anything of interest 
to bring forward at any meeting would 
be given facilities for doing so. 





= 


Mr. H. T. Powk tu, in his 

The War letter to the Times on this 
and Arts subject, does a _ useful 
and Crafts. service in calling attention 
to the inferior character of 

the badges, caskets and other presenta- 
tion work recently produced, and in 
recommending the metal work showing 
treatment and artistry done by the 
more personal craftsman. Mechanical 
reproduction has largely intercepted 
tuis better work, and it is a depressing 
tnhought that probably our best metal 
workers are not fully employed. It is 
uot surprising if the craftsman’s name 
‘s left unmentioned, as there is so little 
of him. But is the metal worker 
bringing originality and treatment to 
is workin such demand that we must 
look to the art student rather than to 
him ? If not so, does it not seem of 
more importance to keep the best 
craftsmen fully employed than to 
intercept the work of the trained artist 





By MM. PALENTIN VAERWYCK-SHIS and Oscar SINIA. 


in favour of the untried student ? Why 
are we to get the better work from 
schools of art, whose claim to efficiency 
has yet to be proved? We do not go 
to High Schools for literature. Nor 
do we go to the students of the Royal 
Academy of Music for the best 
musicians, though the future may 
prove them to be so. The writer 
doubts whether “the objects illus- 
trated ’’ (in the newspapers) represent 
the “highest attainment of British 
craftsmanship,” and then directs us to 
find it in the Art Schools! Until it is 
proved that our personal metal-workers 
are unable to undertake the work, or 
are so occupied with commissions that 
they can do no more, no encourage- 
ment whatever should be given 
towards intercepting their work for the 
work of the debutants of the art schools. 
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We have great sympathy for the wel- 
fare of the art student, but a sympathy 
yet greater for the trained craftsman of 
vision and personality, who is often 
insufficiently employed. 





A LECTURE on this subject 
see *$ was given by Mr. Cumber- 
hakespeare | A. Clete bef th 

saw it. an arke before the 
Shakespeare Association at 
King’s College on December 12, illus- 
trated with lantern views. Some [of 
these, taken from photographs, were 
very good. Many present remembered 
the able lecture given on the same 
subject in the same room by Mr. T. 
Fairman Ordish, F.S.A., a few years 
ago, illustrated with his fine collection 
of slides, and which he was afterwards 
asked to give before the London Society. 
London architecture in Shakespeare’s 
time wa; picturesque. This interest- 
ing characteristic had promincnt 
examples like the Law Courts a 
geneiation back. In the ‘few years 
before the war there was a tendency 
to over-emphasise breadth; in some 
cases a somewhat bald bureaucratie 
tieatment was followed. A return toa 
more picturesque treatment, without 
unnecessarily sacrificing dignity, would 
give more individuality and interest 
to our streets, 


. ** BUILDING SURVEYOR ”’ 
National 


Banking ™akes an interesting sug- 


for the gestion in our correspondence 
rg pages for the adoption of a 


system of National Banking 
for the building trades, and he is pro- 
pared to give further details of the 
possibility of such an undertaking. It is 
not clear from his letter how the pro- 
posed system could do more for the 
development of the trade than the 
present banks, but his remarks suggest a 
good many possibilities. 





By permission of the Imperial War Museum Exhibition. 
Fragment of a suggested Historical Frieze, representing the violation of 
Belgium and the entry of Britain into the War. 


By GILBERT LEDWARD. 
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Professional Announcements. 


Mr. E. Guy Dawber requests us to announce 
that on and after the 22nd inst. his business 
address will be 18, Maddox-street, Hanover- 
square, W.1, and his new telephone number 
Mayfair 4935. 

Mr. Charles J. Blomfield, F.R.1.B.A., is 
taking his assistant, Mr. F. W. Morgan, into 
partnership on January 1 next. The business 
after that date will be carried on under the 
style of Charles J. Blomfield & Morgan. 


A partnership has been entered into between 
Mr. Albert Schofield, M.S.A., of Southport, and 
Mr. F. Morrall Maddox, A.R.I.B.A., M.S.A., of 
Stoke-on-Trent. The firm has commenced 
practice under the style of Messrs. Schofield & 
Maddox, 379, Lord-street, Southport. 


Mr. W. 8S. Purchon, M.A., A.R.I.B.A., of the 
University of Sheffield, has been appointed 
‘lecturer in architecture and civic design at the 
‘Cardiff Technical College. Mr. Purchon is a 
member of the R.I.B.A. Board of Architectural 
Education. 


Mr. Frank R. White, Lic.R.I.B.A., Assistant 
to Mr. T. F. R. Carter, A.M.Inst.C.E., Engineer 
and Surveyor to the Beddington and Wallington 
Urban District Council, has been appointed 
housing assistant to Mr. E. G. Mawbey, 
M.Inst.C.E., City Engineer and Surveyor, 
Leicester. , 

The Occupied Museums. 

In the House of Commons on Monday last 
Sir Alfred Mond gave the following particulars 
regarding the London museums which had 
been, or are still, occupied by Government 
employees : Hertford House, vacated ; National 
Gallery of British Art, partly vacated ; National 
Gallery, partly vacated; Imperial Institute, 
two galleries vacated; Victoria and Albert 
Museum and British Museum will be vacated 
by, the end of January next. He hoped that all 
the museums would be re-opened to the public 
shortly. 

The Late Sir John Jackson. 

The death is announced, at the age of 68, 
of Sir John Jackson, €.V.O., LL.D., head of 
the firm of Sir John Jackson, Ltd., public 
works contractors. Among the many large 
contracts carried out under his direction were 
the docks at Middlesbrough, North Sunderland, 
West Hartlepool, Swansea, the harbours at 
Simon’s Town, Cape Colony, and Singapore, the 


foundations of the Tower Bridge, eight miles of 
the Manchester Ship Canal, and the extension 
of the Admiralty Pier at Dover. 


Town-Planning and Research. 

At the meeting of the Town-Planning Insti- 
tute, reported on another page, Sir Richard 
Paget emphasised the importance of research 
in connection with town-planning. Before 
the war, Sir Wm. Crookes told them they 
were all throwing away nitrogenous matter in 
connection with sewage disposal of the value 
of £14,000,000 a year. In that direction, there 
was need for research to improve present 
methods of water-borne sewage. As to heating, 
the most efficient electric generating stations were 
throwing away 80 per cent. of the heat value of 
coal, and it was a thing which must be stopped. 
If such waste heat could be used for heating a 
town, it would be an admirable solution. Thén 
they had the powers of the wind which were 
never used, and that might be utilised for 
heating purposes. He also thought it would 
be a good thing if occasionally the comfort of 
the pedestrian was considered and arrangements 
made by which such persons could do their 
shopping in any weather. That could be done 
at Chester. Why should they not take the 
weather as it was instead of ignoring it in their 
brazen English way ? 


Town-Planning in New Zealand. 


At the same meeting Mr. 8S. H. Seager referred 
to the interest with which town-planning was 
viewed in that country, but expressed surprise 
that some of the things which had been talked 
about, such as Mr. Unwin’s scheme for dealing 
with traffic in places like Piccadilly-circus, had 
not been carried out. The subject of roads had 
been dealt with very scientifically in California, 
and it was found that the efficiency of a concrete 
road was one-third greater than that of an 
asphalt road. 


Birmingham Architectural Association. 

At a general meeting at Birmingham on 
December 5, the Association passed a resolution 
expressing its deepest regret at the illness of 
Mr. J. W. Simpson, President of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects, and hoping that 
he would speedily be restored to health. The 
following is a copy of Mr. Simpson’s reply to 
Mr. H. T. Buckland, President of the Birming- 
ham Architectural Association :— 

“Dear Mr. Buckland,—I am most gratefu] 


LL 
i 
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to you for your kind letter and good wishes, 
Will you still further oblige me by informing 
your members how deeply I am touched by 
their resolution, and how sensible I am of the 
kindly and loyal feelings which inspired it? 
It is, perhaps, easy for generous minds to do 
such things, but it is a very great and significant 
thing to think of them, and I regard your 
resolution as a symbol of that unity in the 
profession of our great art which will render us 


’ invincible in our efforts to advance its interests, 


“ Joun W. Simpson.” 


COMPETITION NEWS. 


Bridgwater and Ilfracombe. 

The Council of the Society of Architects 
requests members of the Society not to take 
part in either the Bridgwater -or Ilfracombe 
housing competitions until the conditions have 
been amended to meet the requirements of the 
competition regulations of the Society. 


Maxwelltown War Memorial. 

Mr. E. A. Hornel, Kirkcudbright, adjudicated 
on the designs sent in for the ‘war memorial 
competition, and awarded the first premium of 
£10 to Mr. Henry Price, R.B.S., of Chelsea. 


Southport. 

For THE EpucaTIon CoOMMITTEE.—Designs 
for a secondary school. First premium, 
appointment as architect to carry out the 
work; second, 200 guineas; third, 100 
guineas. Mr. Maurice E. Webb will act as 
assessor. Sending-in day, January 17, 1920. 
Further particulars from the Town Clerk. 
(See our advertisement pages October 24). 


Fakenham. 

For THE War MemortiAL ComMMITTEE.— 
Designs for a stone or granite memorial. 
Approximate cost not exceeding £500. 
Sending-in day, January 1, 1920. (See our 
advertisement pages December 5.) 


Wood Green. 

For THE Wark MeEmoriat CommMiItrez.— 
Designs for a war memorial, at a cost not exceed- 
ing £1,000. Sending-in day, December 3i. 
Further particulars from Mr. Wm. P. Heiding, 
Town Hall, Wood Green. (See our advertise- 
ment pages Nov. 14). 

Sutton. 

The result of the War Memorial Competition 
given in our last issue as “ Luton” should have 
been Sutton. The first premium was awarded 
to Messrs. J. 8. Brocklesby and Wallace 
Marchment. 
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THE ZEEBRUGGE MEMORIAL. 


Tue designs submitted for the Zeebrugge 
memorial show some of the most appallingly 
bad work it is possible to meet, and some 
designs which can be characterised as almost 
magnificent. In short, the range of talent 
goes from the lowest to the highest. This 
variation in quality applies to design, pre- 
sentation and workmanship. Every artistic 

int of view finds expression in the designs 
submitted, but real ability is displayed in 
only a few of the schemes on view. This 
difference in quality is very marked. Students 
seem to have competed in large numbers. 
Perhaps the conditions of the competition 
and the lack of restrictions invited them and 
the theme inspired them. Their work is some- 
times sound, but more often misguided and 
bad. Other schemes attempt a cleverness 
which fails to succeed, while still others are 
coarse, heavy and ill-considered. Many are 
quite uninteresting. From all this artistic 
chaos a few competitors rise brilliantly superior, 
the winning design of MM. Arthur Dupon, 
sculptor, and Frank Joseph Smolderen, architect, 
of Antwerp (No. 38), being undoubtedly the 
best. It is a most imaginative work, well 
proportioned and full of interest. At the back 
of a well-planned basin for water rises a broadly 
treated wall along the top of which runs a line 
of good lettering displaying the names of ships 
now famous—Vindicitive, Iris, and the others. 
Rising from the centre is a tall granite obelisk 
crowned with a figure in bronze gilt of St. George 
and the dragon. At the base of the pylon 
isa group of figures—emblematic of the gallant 
British heroes who fell on and near the Mole— 
pushing a monster dragon into the sea. The 
treatment of the whole is most attractive. 
The lines are simple, yet not without richness, 
and the whole design seems to have drawn 
inspiration from the magnificent series of 
incidents it commemorates. One element 
the sculptor and his collaborator seem to have 
ignored, and that is cost. It is certainly not 
possible to erect this scheme for the £30,000 
allotted by the conditions if the model is 
made to } inch scale. The Committee, perhaps, 
felt bound to place so fine a conception first, 
but if they were prepared to consider schemes 
in excess of the stated costs, they ought, in 
fairness, to have notified all competitors. 

An English scheme secures second place, 
and the second premium has been awarded to a 
monument produced by Mr. Thomas 8. Tait, 
A.R.I.B.A., and Mr. W. Reid. Dick, sculptor 
(No. 32). This monument is also of the obelisk 
type, but of a more simple character. From 
a series of steps particularly well designed 
rises a rich base in granite with a band of 
bronze figures, and surmounting this is the 
obelisk with ornament in the lower part of the 
shaft, and a figure reminiscent of Mr. Reid 
Dick’s well-known and beautiful “ Silence.” 
There is a chaste atmosphere about this design 
which is in keeping with the more solemn 
thoughts called forth by the famous exploit. 
Its outstanding quality is one of quiet and 
impressive scholarly dignity. It has not, 
perhaps, the brilliance of conception of the 
winning scheme, but it reaches a high level of 
excellence. Both this and the design by 
MM. Dupon and Smolderen are illustrated by 
Some eifective drawings. 

The third premium is awarded to the design of 
Mr. Benjamin Clemens, sculptor, and Mr. E. 


Fraser Tomlins, architect (No. 39). This, 

again, is an English scheme, and is of the pylon 

type. It recalls the Lion de Belfort in general 

effect, although it differs from its famous 

prototype in most of its detail. “Messrs. 
mens 


and Tomlins have achieved their 
effect by massive lines rather than the more 
slender and striking form of the obelisk. They 
have a solid rusticated base over which is a 
rich band of mouldings, and surmounting the 
top is the lion. ‘This; again, is a good scheme. 
x has many points of interest. Its lines are 
Pleasing, its detail satisfactory, and the 


7 
modelling 


well and carefully handled. The 
h wins the fourth premium is one of 


th se or ; ° 
whi 1 grandiose, rococo, pseudo-Gothic schemes 
ch are, 


desicn whic 


happily, rare in England. ~It is the 
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Studies in the War Area 
By Mr. LEONARD BARNISH, 


work of MM. Valentin Vaerwyck-Shis, architect, 
and Oscar Sinia, sculptor, both of Ghent. 
There is a broad flight of steps at the base 
upon which are two groups of buildings and 
a group of sculpture. The central feature is 
a huge lighthouse with many gables below 
and enrichments near the lantern. In front 
is another group of buildings with St. George and 
the dragon surmounting the centre; behind 
the lighthouse several realistic men are pushing 
a realistic boat towards the tower, apparently 
with the object of driving it into the lower 
portion of the lighthouse. This scheme displays 
an extraordinary amount of labour and thought. 
The time expended upon detail must have been 
enormous; and no part has been shirked, but 
it could never be erected as a monument, and 
could not be built for twice the amount of money 
at the disposal of the Committee. 

Of the other designs, No. 30 is the most 
attractive. It is a very skilful composition of 
columnar outline designed almost without 
mouldings and with bronze panels in the base. 
Both outline and detail are good, but it just 
misses the brilliance of the winning first and 
second designs. No. 12 shows very effective 
draughtsmanship, but is coarse and uncon- 
vincing as a design. No. 3 is carefully worked 
out, and is not unpleasing. It lacks cohesion, 
however, and displays a little too obviously 
the source from whence its various motifs 
come. No. 25 is a good scheme which lacks 
the interest of architecture. A guess suggests 
that it was designed by a sculptor who dis- 
dained the collaboration of an architect. The 
modelling of the crowning group is very good, 
but the base looks bald and unconvincing. 

The Anglo-Belgian Union are to be con- 
gratulated upon the result of their competition. 
Their desire} was to erect a memorial com- 
memorating the glory of. the action rather 
than a monument of mourning for the men 
who gave their lives in carrying it out. 














in France. 
F.R.I.B.A. 


Amongst a large amount of mediocre work 
they have several excellent designs. The 
winning artists should be able to erect a fine 
monument from the selected scheme. 

The jury which assessed the designs 
consisted of Sir George Frampton, R.A. 
(Chairman); Mr. Ernest Newton, R.A., Mr. 
N. H. Spielman, 8.8.A., Mr, V. Rousseau, 
Mr. P. Lambotte, C.B.E., Mr. J. Brunfaut, 
and Mr. H. Ryelangt. 

The exhibition will be open to the public 
free of charge from December 17 to December 
24, and from December 29 to January 3, 1920, 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


—_—_o—»|>_ + —__— 


Victoria and Albert Museum. 


A number of examples of English furniture 
and woodwork have recently been acquired by 
the Museum. Among’ the chief gifts is a chair 
of the time of Charles II given by Sir George 
Donaldson. The chair, which is of the finest 
quality, is reputed to have been the property 
of Nell Gwynne. It is richly carved with the 
ornaments of the period, and possesses an 
unusual feature in a crouching lion on each arm. 
Another important gift was made by Mr. 
Thomas Sutton, and consists of a collection of 
English tea caddies brought together during 
the past thirty. years by the late Mrs. Sutton. 
The furniture acquired by purchase includes a 
mahogany chest-of-drawers in the manner of 
Chippendale, of finely figured wood, enriched 
with carving, and with chased brass handles ; 
a Charles II walnut cabinet on stand, decorated 
with oyster pattern inlay and marquetry of 
flowers and birds; and a miniature bureau or 
writing cabinet of the time of Queen Anne, 
finely lacquered with floral designs in various 
colours on a yellow ground.. Amongst the 
furniture of earlier date is an Elizhbethan 
arm-chair, the tall back carved with. the initials 
LE.S., and the date 1574. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Trafalgar-square and Whitehall. 

Srm,—In No. XI of his “ Observations and 
Suggestions” (the Builder, December 5), 
Professor Lethaby says the lamp-standards in 
Trafalgar-square “ are of exceptional excellence ; 
I should like to know who designed them.” 
John Timby records, in his “‘ Curiosities of Lon- 
don’’ (1855), that they were originally designed 
for Bude-lights by Sir Charles Barry, who 
designed also the fountains and their basins 
when he laid out the square. 

Great wits do sometimes jump together. 
Professor Lethaby’s aspirations for a Forum 
of London, in Westminster, remind’ us that 
Pope was similarly moved, when, in his early 
manhood, he wrote :— 

‘**T see, I see, where two fair cities bend 

Their ample bow, a new Whitehall ascend! 

There mighty nations shall inquire their doom, 

The world’s great oracle in times to come ; 

There kings shall sue, and suppliant states be 

seen 

Once more to bend before a British queen.” 

* Ah, yes!” some will say; ‘“ but Pope was 
a poet and imaginative.” He was,findeed ; 
and so much the better for- him and for us. 

W. E. D. MILLIKEN. 





No National Memorial ? 


Si1r,—In the Daily Mail of the 5th inst. there 
appears an extraordinary statement attributed 
to the Premier, viz., that ‘‘ the Government is 
against a national memorial to the fallen heroes 
of the great war.” ‘Tio whom such statement 
was made does not appear, and I have not seen 
it in any other newspaper. To what purpose 
then is the exhibition at the R.A., with its few 
great schemes and many “ trivialities.?” The 
Committee (first announced as advisory on 
sites) has excluded all designs that were not in 
accordance with its pre-conceived views. 

The British public, which derhands the per- 
petuation of the cenotaph blocks, will surely 
protest its loudest against a Government de- 
cision such as indicated by the Premier. It 
would be one of the greatest disgraces that the 
Empire could show. It appears that Parlia- 
ment Square is favoured as a site for the ceno- 
taph. I would suggest that the centre of the 


-erescent at the entry to the Mall would be a 


safer and more suitable site. The traffic is 
small, and it would in its isolation be better seen 
than among statues of statesmen. In any 
worthy Empire memorial in the Metropolis, the 
proposed “ Empire Bridge” at Charing Cross 
should be included when the time comes, and a 
** Place de la Concorde,” grander than any plaza 
in Europe, should be formed on the cleared site 
of the 8.E. and C, Railway Terminus 

As to crosses on the spots where lie our own 
and allied dead of all and no faiths, nothing 
more appropriate than a lump of rock could be 
devised, inscribed :— 

* Si monumentum quaeris circumspice.” 

Epwp. W. Hupson, A.R.I.B.A. 





National Banking for the Building Trades. 


Str,—I think that it may safely be asserted 
that the greatest social evil facing the country 
to-day is the lack of houses. In this unfortu- 
nate position of affairs it is only to be expected 
that the critics will be numerous as to its causes, 
although many, in criticising, suggest nothing 
to remedy the appalling situation. To get 
houses built we must suggest ways and means, 
taking into consideration all points of the case, 
and encourage and foster all developments 
likely to arrive at satisfactory results. But the 
building of houses to the extent needed to-day is 
not merely a symbol to be expressed in bricks 
and mortar; the financial and economic question 
almost outweighs the whole situation, as is only 
too well known. 

Let me state at once that I do not favour- 
ably consider the Government’s proposed sub- 


sidy. The established and organised contractor 
requires no encouragement of this description to 
build. What he does require is that control as 
it exists should be almost, if not wholly, taken 


off ; that he be allowed an open market in which | 


to deal ; that by an approved stabilised system 
of finance he could be assured of a fair return on 
his output; and that private enterprise be 
fostered and encouraged. 

Subsidies will not lower building prices, the 
tendency will be to make them soar even still 
higher. Again, why should the building trade, 
which after years of depression is gradually but 
slowly showing signs of a new life, be once more 
stabbed in the back by the control of “ luxury ” 
building? It is-only by allowing the full 
development of its internal trade in all branches 
that this country can hope to pay back its enor- 
mous debts due to the war. It would be in- 
teresting to have assurances that by the holding 
up of any building, which in the eyes of the local 
authority may be described as a “ luxury,” so 
many more houses will be built instead. Without 
positive assurances one can only otherwise form 
an opinion, which would not agree with the 
theory. Public and commercial undertakings, 
under whatever heading they may fall, are a 
distinct financial gain to any authority. 

In the present chaos of affairs, I can clearly 
see the time quickly approaching when a system 
of National Banking for the building trades 
throughout will have to be established to assist 
the development of the trade. Banking is the 
simplest and one of the most profitable in- 
dustries in the country to-day. Certainly the 
Government should, under the present national 
conditions, give every assistance to this being 
brought into ‘operation. No doubt ordinary 
business enterprise would also be attracted to 
such a bank, and as for its credits it would be of 
the very best. My opinion is that the bank 
should be a joint arrangement as between the 
master builders and the operatives, and that a 
sum be set apart annually to provide some fund 
for meeting unemployment and depressions in 
trade. I believe that 75 per cent. of banking 
business to-day is done through five banks, so 
that banking is approaching a monopoly, which 
is not good for national credit. No doubt, after 
being granted a charter, it would soon become a 
recognised industrial bank. 

In short, by thus placing builders and con- 
tractors upon a sound financial standing, the 
issue of loans, primarily for building purposes, 
is a following result, and the present position as 
regards the housing problem would be greatly 
relieved. The building trade has a mighty force 
in its unions to-day, and takes in a large member- 
ship. The master builders are no less strong in 
their influence ; let them take the initial step by 
approaching the Government on this matter. 

I shall be pleased to enter into direct con- 
munication with any interested parties and lay 
before them accumulated evidence of the possi- 
bilities of such an undertaking, and freely 
give any other assistance necessary. The hour 
is at hand ; let us jointly, both in the profession 
and the trade, show to the country that we can 
solve our own problems and conduct our own 
industries, on a business basis, equal to any other 
undertaking. 

Buiipine Surveyor. 


Bricklaying and Building Methods. 


Str,—Manchester is now experiencing the 
difficulty I advised the authorities about in the 
Builder of July 11; if they neglect the advice 
of practical men who have already experienced 
the slow, costly and almost insurmountable 
difficulty of building by hand labour and choose 
to tread the thorny road until they can go no 
ferther, they have only themselves to blame. 
We read recently that there are just twelve 
bricklayers at work on a scheme of 78 houses. 
The discussion of it in the City Council was of 
the usual “‘it-is-not-my-fault” order. If 
nobody is individually at fault, then the system 
must be wrong. I pointed out five months 
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since in the Builder that “‘ a foreman requires 100 
bricklayers to do the work required, and com. 
municates with the Labour Exchange; after 
considerable delay six or eight bricklayers put 
in an appearance, good, bad, and _ indifferent 
men, to do the work required of 100 good brick. 
layers, and they lay bricks at the rate of 300 in 
nine hours.”” It does not matter whether the 
bricks are made of clay or concrete, they have 
to be laid by skilled labour. 

In 1915 on a public works contract in the 
East we pre-cast and placed by crane power 
96,170 cubic yards of concrete, 14,000 of the 
units weighing anything from 10 to 20 tons, and 
this by unskilled native labour. There is no 
need for a building panic or wattle and daub 
houses. With good organisation, efficient 
management and,up-to-date methods of pre- 
casting the component parts of a building on 
the site, on the American system, houses can be 
erected by the mile, of any design and numerous 
artistic finishes, and no skilled artisan is required 
on the job until after the roofs are covered in. 
I am enclosing photographs of pre-cast rein- 
forced concrete units by native labour under 
European supervision. Also an illustration of 
three American workmen with a concrete mixer 
concreting a side walk. In London we have the 
roads up closed against traffic for weeks, 
hundreds of navvies at work with wheelbarrows 
and hand-mixing concrete at Is. 5d. per hour, 
twelve men doing less work than three. If the 
job is going too slow there is only one thought, 
‘Put on more men.” 

“* ANGLO-AUSTRALIAN ENGINEER.” 





New Ideas in Cottage Planning. 


Sir,—I am much obliged to “ A Back Door 
Architect” for his criticisms on plans of mine 
which were published in the November 24th 
issue of Housing, and I greatly appreciate his 
having so carefully considered these plans. I 
did not, of course, write the article describing 
my plans in Housing, and the writer of that 
article seems to have missed a point which, to 
my mind, is all important. I only omit the 
back door, and I only ask whether the back 
door may not be omitted, under certain condi- 
tions, i.e., conditions under which it is desirable 
that both living-room and scullery should be 
at the front of the house, and the back door, 
if it is to adjoin the scullery, would, therefore, 
also have to be at the front of the house. When 
the house has a south-easterly aspect it is held 
desirable that that aspect should be given to the 
scullery, ; 

Let us take a “ parlour cottage” first. The 
contention is that the housewife will spend a 
great deal of her time, especially during the 
morning hours, in the scullery, and that, 
unfortunately, during these hours her small 
children must often be there with her. There- 
fore, if a sunny aspect is given to this room, 
she and they will both be healthier, a point 
which naturally appeals to a Board of Health. 
It is contended that in a house facing — 
east preference as regards this aspect shoul 
be given rather tc the scullery than the parloun 
I quote from the “ Tudor Walters Keport |: 
“As the parlour is chiefly occupic! ™ . 
afternoon or evening, a west aspect is the 
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most suitable, and where the living room can 
be given a south-east frontage vhe parlour 
_ may face north-west with little disadvantage ; 
in fact, during the summer the latter is the 
most attractive aspect for this room.” Further, 
it is argued that where you have a living room 
and a parlour, advantage should be taken of the 
fact that this facilitates the provision of a 
differcnt aspect for each of these rooms, making 
it possible for an occupant of the house to 


select at will a sunny or a cool room in which 
to sit in the summer time, or a sunny room to 
sit in the winter time, at any hour of the day. 


Therefore, if we are to secure what I hold to be 
the best aspects for the different rooms, we get, 
in the ‘ parlour cottage” facing south-east, 
the living-room and scullery to the front and the 
parlour at the back, and under these circum- 
stances where is your back door to be placed ? 

We now come to the cottage which has a 
“working kitchen” and a living-room and no 
scullery. Ifit is important that the scullery 
should be on the sunny side in the “ parlour 
cottage,” it is certainly far more important 
that the working kitchen should be on_ the 
sunny side in the ‘“‘non-parlour cottage,” 
because in addition to the work done in the 
scullery in the “parlour cottage,” all the 
cooking will be done in the working kitchen 
of the “‘non-parlour cottage,” so that the 
housewife will spend a very great proportion 
of her time in this room, and so, unfortunately, 
will her small children. All cottage-planning 
resolves itself into a very careful balance of 
advantages, and the question in the case of 
these cottages facing south-east resolved itself 
into one as to whether it was more important 
to give the rooms their proper aspects, and 
accept the advantages together with any 
disadvantages there may. be in not having a 
back door, or whether it was best to secure 
a back door at the sacrifice 8£ the proper aspects 
for the different rooms. My decision was in 
favour of the former. 

I may add that as actually being built the 
“parlour cottages” have doors giving direct 
communication between the sculleries and the 
living-room. 


Barry Parker, F.R.I.B.A. 





Proposed £150 Dole to Builders. 
Str,—We beg to draw the attention of your 
readers to the accompanying proposal which, in 
our opinion, would overcome the difficulty of 
obtaining suitable housing accommodation now 
experienced by all classes of the community :— 
(1) The prospective householder to provide 
10 per cent. of the cost of house and land. 
; (2) The Government to provide on loan the 
yLIANCce, 
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(3) This balance to be repaid, including 

interest on capital, spread over periods of 
either 15, 20, 25, or 30 years, according to age 
of borrower. 
* (4) The borrower’s life to be.insured against 
the amount of loan outstanding during such 
period, so that in the event of his demise the 
next-of-kin would remain in possession freed 
from the debt. 

(5) Government valuers (existing Assess- 
ment Committee) would assess the preliminary 
cost from plans and specifications. 

(6) The cost of building to be advanced on 
schedule as the work proceeds (certified by the 
local authority’s surveyor). 

(7) The prospective householder to receive 
this assistance for one house only. 

(8) The property cannot be sold or let or 
any part of it let off until the loan is dis- 
charged, and benefits of this scheme will not 
be forthcoming more than once to the same 
party. ‘ 

(9) In default of repayment being kept up, 
the property may be sold and the amount of 
debt and costs liquidated out of proceeds, but 
if in default through unemployment (other 
than wilful) the amount of capital paid off 
will be refunded upon vacation of property, 

less the amount of debt up to date and rental 
value of occupation, thus providing the unem- 
ployed with funds when most needed. 


Under this scheme of building the architect» 


builder and client each resumes his old position, _ 


and anyone requiring a house would select a site, 
instruct his architect to prepare a suitable 
design, obtain tenders and enter into the usual 
building contract. All that -the Government 
has to do is to authorise or subsidise a loan by 
those bodies whose business it is to deal with the 
financial aspect of a proposal for building. 
But, in order to ensure efficiency in working, the 
Government would also v4 required to consent 
to the immediate release of all building materials 
and the vast accumulation of stores of various 
kinds that exists to-day must no longer be held 
up.by the Ministry of Munitions. 

Notwithstanding the fact that the present 
acute stage of house shortage has been accen- 
tuated by the war, it is nevertheless true that 
the primary cause of the dearth of suitable 
housing accommodation was in existence prior to 
1914. Indeed, it can be traced back to the 
unfortunate Finance Act of 1909-1910, and the 
repeal of this Act, which has proved an abortive 
one, would greatly facilitate the success of the 
scheme to which we are now directing your 
attention. 

Dovertas KersHaw & Co. 


Quantities in the London Area. 
Sim,—In my previous note on this subject, 
to which Mr. Charles H. Taylor replies, I 
would mention that I stated that the London 
builder who is accustomed to undertake 
cottage building does not desire quantities, 
and there is very little doubt in my mind that 
the builders who are now tendering for housing 
schemes do not include this class of builder, who 
is so capable of tendering without quantities, 
but those who, doubtless, are excellent builders 
for large public buildings and such-like and 
where quantities are no doubt necessary, but 
they are unaccustomed to the cheaper form 
of house building where quantities are not 
necessary. Several builders who built working- 
class houses under me previous to the war 
inform me they are not prepared to tender on 
quantities except by putting on £20 to £50 per 
house to provide for time in measuring and 
settling up, and much contentious matter for 
which they probably would have to employ ® 
quantity surveyor and pay his fees. Take away 
the quantities and give a clear, precise under- 
standable specification and a fairly detailed 
plan, and that is all that is required, and the 
builder who is accustomed to cottage work, and 
who really is the only man who should be em- 
ployed on these housing schemes if cheapness 
and quickness are desired, will read the specifica- 
tion, look at the plan, and within a few hours can 
give a fair and reasonable tender. This method 
I have adopted in the erectjon of some 10,000 
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houses in the London area, and the question of 
“ settling up” in the sense that “ settling up” 
means in quantities does not arise as there are 
practically no variations or extras of any 
description. 

Mr. Taylor states that quantities for housing 
schemes do not produce higher prices ; then why, 
may I ask, were they not adopted previous to 
the war, when houses were built under contract 
in both large and sniall numbers on the many 
estates in the London area in course of develop- 
ment? I have had over thirty builders under 
me at one time, all engaged upon working-class 
houses, with no quantities, and consequently a 
cheap house and no extras. For large buildings, 
and where there is practically no, or very little, 
repetition work, I agree quantities are useful, 
although even in this case [ do not think they 
were adopted by our forefathers, but in the case 
of cottages where there is so much repetition 
and standardisation, quantities are an unneces- 
sary expense, and I am pleased to see that the 
Ministry of Health is just beginning to realise 
this, and I believe have already permitted some 
authorities to go to tender without quantities. 
I trust Mr. Taylor will not think I am in any way 
deprecating quantities generally; on the con- 
trary, for most work, barring cottages, I should 
recommend them, but they really are unneces- 
sary in the present housing schemes. 

Ernest A. TYLER, 


Gosport. Housing Director. 


The Architects’ and Surveyors’ Assistants’ 
Professional Union. 

Srr,—With reference to the report in your 
issue of December 12 of our meeting of the 5th, 
I also mentioned that the Society of Architects 
had recognised us similarly to the Royal 
Institute. Having up to that date only been 
verbally informed by the Society’s secretary, I 
was not able to read a letter from him as in the 
case of the Institute, and the matter seems to 
have escaped attention consequently. I trust 
you will give publicity to this in fairness to the 
Society. Since our meeting I am informed that 
the Architectural Association is granting us 
similar recognition. 

CHas. McLACHLAN, 
Hon. Seoretary. 


Blackballing at the Institute. 
Sir,—In your last week's article, referring 
to the R.IL.B.A. meeting of December 1, you 
say: “A limit was imposed by the Council of 
1910, before which year a man must have 
passed the Intermediate or equivalent examina- 
tion to qualify for this exemption.” Since 
this is liable to cause some misconception, I shall 
be glad if you will publish the actual paragraph 
in the regulations, which reads: “ Those 
students whose passing of the Intermediate 
examination, or exemption therefrom by 
certificate, was earlier than the year 1910, 

will not be entitled to the concession.” 

AssociaTE R.I.B.A. 











(If “ Demobilised and Disgusted” will forward 
his name and address, we shall be pleased to 
consider his letter for publication.—Ep. ] 
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Mr. Guy Dawber occupied the chair at a 
meeting of the Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects on. Monday last, at 9, Conduit-street, W. 
After the minutes of the last meeting had been 
passed, it was announced that Mr. St. Clair 
Baddeley had presented to the Library of the 
Royal Institute a collection of 120 original 
drawings of the Palaces of Genoa made to the 
order of Peter Paul Rubens and executed under 
his direction in 1620. A hearty vote of thanks 
was passed to Mr. Baddeley for his valuable gift. 


London Town Planning Schemes in 1666. 


In the course of a paper on the subject of 
‘““London Town-planning Schemes in 1666,” 
Mr. Sydney Perks, F.R.1.B.A., F.S.A., F.S.I1., 
said that in a pamphlet published in 1667 
it was stated that the Great Fire of London 
started on September 2 and continued burning 
until September 6, but it seemed impossible 
to get the exact date when the limit of the 
damage was reached. Also, by a comparison 
of their plans, it was seen that Evelyn and Wren 
did not agree as to the limit of the damage by 
the fire. There was soon great activity by many 
men to produce plans for rebuilding the City ; 
so quickly were the plans produced that it was 
obvious they could not have had much con- 
sideration. Hooke lost his chance by approach- 
ing the Royal Society on September 19, and the 
Corporation on September 21, the idea being 
that he should approach the King, stating his 
plan was approved by both the Corporation and 
the Royal Society. Wren was far too good a 
business man to waste time with public or scien- 
tific authorities, and was first in the field; 
and the King approved his plan. 

If we regarded Wren as an exceedingly able 
business man, ambitious and determined to be 
the architect for as many large buildings as 
possible, we should get a clue to his method of 
work. Architects had so much admiration for 
the genius of Wren that his plan had received 
unlimited praise, but very little detailed criti- 
cism. It had been accepted as a great scheme, 
for which we should be thankful. We had been 
so delighted by the fact that the main roads 
would have been 90 ft. wide, which was about 
the width of Regent-street, that further criti- 
cism had been considered unnecessary. Wren 
dealt with the problem in a drastic manner ; 
he swept away the entire city within the fire 
boundary, and, regarding it as a vacant site, 
he started to make a town-planning scheme. 
The basis of Wren’s plan was the formation of 
two wide roads from the East, one from Leaden- 
hall-street in the direction of Aldgate and one 

from the neighbourhood of the Tower; they 
met at Ludgate, and St. Paul’s Cathedral was 
in the acute angle of the junction; it would 
have occupied quite a small portion of the 
present site. Apparently, Wren was willing to 
sacrifice a large cathedral for his angular 
scheme, for St. Paul’s Cathedral would only 
have had about the same area as the Mansion 
House—had a large cathedral been built, then 
the road plan was impossible. It all showed 
a rush, and even if the scheme had been ap- 
proved the question of a large cathedral must 
have arisen and prevented the development of 
the idea. ‘The plan struck one as the first 


effort of a great man, rushed out in a few days ; 
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it could not possibly have had careful considera- 
tion. ; 

With regard to St. Paul’s Cathedral, it was 
much to be regretted that to-day we had no 
general ‘view of it from any main street east of 
the cathedral; the curve of Cannon-street 
gave a charming view of a small portion of it 
and a view was obtained along Watling-street ; 
but had Wren’s plan for rebuilding London been 
carried out this defect would have been worse, 
for nothing would have been seen of the cathe- 
dral from any point east of it. Hooke was not 
appointed an assistant by Wren. He was ap- 
pointed by the Corporation and paid a fixed 
salary. 

Let us examine Wren’s main 90 ft. roads and 
we should find that with the exception of two, 
or, at most, three streets south of Ludgate, 
none of the cross streets were at right angles 
to the main thoroughfares; neither did the 
main wide street from Cripplegate cross the 
two main streets at right angles, except the 
street north of the Guildhall site. This was a 
serious defect in town-planning; so much so 
that when King William-street was laid out by 
Dance and he had to meet this difficulty which 
was imposed on him, he met it by thecleverdevice 
of making the side streets join up at right angles 
for a few feet and then to break away at an 
altered angle. This was an illustration of the 
benefit of having an architect to handle street 
improvements. Had Wren’s plan been carried 
out, parochial and ward boundaries would have 
disappeared, some of them having existed since 
Norman times. Certainly at least eighty-six 
were destroyed or severely damaged in the fire. 
Wren only provided for the re-erection of 
seventeen churches. Six chapels were burnt, 
but Wren made no provision for their re- 
erection. No burial grounds were provided, and 
the scheme made no provision for the preserva- 
tion of the old burial yards, which would have 
been desecrated. 

When we examined Wren’s proposal and 
compared it with a plan of the City, the first 
thing to strike one was his absolute disregard 
of the old streets. Not one single old thoroygh- 
fare remained, a little St. Paul’s occupied 
part of the site of the present cathedral, the 
Guildhall and the Royal Exchange would both 
have had different sites. Among others the 
following old buildings would have disappeared : 
The Guildhall, with its magnificent crypt; 
the Crypt of St. Mary-le-Bow; Merchant 
Taylors’ Hall; St. Alphage, London Wall; 
every old church in the City within the fire 
area, many of them, although partly destroyed 
by the Great Fire, still retained small portions 
jf the mediaeval buildings; and also certain 
portions of the Halls of City Companies. 
Except in the case of St. Paul’s, no attempt 
was made to place a new church on an ancient 
site, and every little green spot would have 
disappeared and the City would indeed have 
been one of bricks and mortar. 

Apparently Wren intended to build the 
Guildhall on another site, forming a large square 
block with streets on each side. During the 
time he rushed out his plan he.could not have 
Gonsidered whether it was necessary to rebuild 
the damaged structure, and if he did, he came 
to the wrong conclusion. It was supposed that 
at a later date Wren acted as architect for the 
Corporation with regard to the restoration of 
the structure. Whether it was Wren or some- 
one else was unknown, but we knew that 
Wren was consulted with regard to the Porch 
or Gate-house. Whoever carried out, the 
restoration, it was clear either he had no 
knowledge of Gothic architecture or he had a 
profound contempt for it, or he would not 

have acted as he did. The old Gothic roof 
fell in, half the floor collapsed and with it some 
fine vaulting. The architect’ who restored 
the building made no attempt to replace the 
roof with a structure similar to the old. He 
levelled up the walls, built hideous circular- 
headed windows and erected a low-pitched 
roof with a flat ceiling. This was in keeping 
with the idea of rebuilding the premises, if 
regarded as a temporary expedient; and the 
same with the west portion of the Crypt. 
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All the stones were on the site, the vaulting was 
simple, but the architect built what “Were 
usually called a series of railway arches jin 
brick, using the old Gothic stonework 
binding it in with the bricks or using it as 
rubbish to fill in the spandrils of the vaulting ; 
the vaulting was just the same as an ordinary 
coal cellar under a London street. This again 
looked like the temporary measure of a man 
who intended to pull down the whole premises 
and rebuild them. Take the Porch as 
sample. Wren was responsible for a classic 
pediment similar to the upper part of Temple 
Bar, jammed on top of beautiful fifteenth 
century work. 

Hooke’s plan of London had often been 
referred to, but could not be found. During 
a search at the Bodleian, Mr. Perks came 
across a Dutch view of the Fire of London 
by Marcus W. Doornick, of Vygendam. In 
the corner there was a plan for the rebuilding 
‘of London, and it was quite possible that it 
is Hooke’s, for in Waller’s life of Hooke we 
read “all the chief streets as from Leadenhall 
corner to Newgate, and the like, to be in an 
exact straight line, and all the other cross streets 
turning out of them atright angles.’ All the 
churches, public buildings, market places, 
and the like, in proper and convenient places ; 
which no doubt would have added much to 
the beauty and symmetry of the whole. Hooke, 
or whoever made the plan, was even more 
drastic in his ideas than Wren. Wren squeezed 
the cathedral ‘site to an insignificant size, 
but the author of the Dutch plan wiped it out 
of existence. Hooke showed the sites of 
fifteen churches and Wren twenty-nine churches. 

The question of a new plan for the City 
was very quickly decided, and on September 10 
the King had received a scheme, presumably 
Wren’s. The Records of the Privy Council 
of this date were preserved at the Public 
Record Office, but no reference could be found 
to Wren’s plans, either among the various 
papers or in the Privy Council Register. The 
earliest mention of Dr. Wren is dated October 31, 
and refers to the preparation of a plan of 
the City as it was, the clearance of rubbish, 
&c. There were also references in the following 
March, on the 6th and 12th; these concerned 
the carrying out of the Act. Consequently it 
seemed quite clear Wren’s plan was not approved 
by the Privy Council. The King’s advisers 
evidently made up their minds very quickly, 
as, indeed, they were bound to do, owing to 
the great distress and urgency of the case; 
and on September 13 the King signed a long 
declaration which showed that Wren’s plan 
was immediately rejected, people could build 
on their old sites, for if Wren’s scheme had 
been carried out there would have been no 
Cheapside and no Cornhill. It was clear that a 
Building “Act was contemplated, to include 
provisions for widening the streets. The 
reclaration was at once followed by activity 
to promote a Bill in Parliament, and on 
February 8 following the Act was passed. 

It had been stated that Wren’s scheme was 
not carried out because of opposition of the 
Aldermen, and the City, &c. Mr. Perks 
thought this was due to Gwynn’s statement 
that Wren’s plan was “‘approved by Parlia- 
nient and unhappily defeated by faction. 
The plan was not approved by Parliament, 
and a careful search had been made at the 
Guildhall, the minutes of the Court of Alder- 
men, and the Court of Common Council, and 
also the MSS. of that date, of which there were 

many, had been examined, and there was not 
the slightest reference to the subject. A search 
had also beén made at the Record Office and 
the British Museum, with the result that not 
a scrap of evidence could be foxiad to support 
Gwynn’s statement, which chad been handed 


. down and quoted and enlarged upon for over 


150. years. Four hundred streets, numbering 
13,200 houses, had been burnt down, and, say, 
66,000 people. were*homeless. Wren wanted 
to “scrap” all the old streets and to form 
new roads of a length of over 21 miles, the 
roads were to be run through the remains © 
houses and churches only partly destroyed, 
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and which, of course, would have had to be 
razed to the ground. Then he would have 
had to fill up old basements and cellars and 
form foundations for his new roads and then 
make the roads, the old supply pipes for water 
would have been useless, an | a considerable por- 
tion of St. Paul’s Cathedral would have had to 
be removed as it would have blocked up his two 
main thoroughfares. It was, indeed, a colossal 
scheme, and it would have taken years to carry 
out, and the cost would have been enormous ; 
and in the meantime the people would have 
been homeless, and the trade of the City would 
have been stagnant, for until the new roads 
were made no warehouses or business premises 
could be erected. 

Professor 8. D. Adshead, in opening the dis- 
cussion, said the paper had confirmed his own 
conviction that a really great architect must 
also be a good business man. Mr. Perks had 
told them that Wren prepared his scheme in 
three days, but he (the speaker) did 
not think the plan had been prepared in 
three days. One had to consider what other 
towns in Europe had been planned up to that 
time. Except for the big scheme at Leghorn 
there was practically nothing in Italy, and the 
great schemes of Louis IV must have been in 
their adolescence. Wren’s plan was in every 
sense an extraordinarily original one, and, com- 
paring it with plans prepared subsequently, 
there was no doubt that it was a fine piece of 
work. Wren’s plan was the only one that con- 
tinued a street of first-rate importance parallel 
with the river and a continuity of the Strand. 
In all successfully planned towns throughout the 
world which were on a river or sea front it was a 
curious coincidence that the principal street was 
the second one from the water, and Wren’s plan 
was the only one which had that important 
feature. In all his more matured schemes, 
Wren planned all his streets to run into the 
main thoroughfares at right angles, and when 
Mr. Perks had said that this was not the case the 
speaker thought he had been counting the streets 
which did not join at right angles by only 2 or 
3 degrees. It is a fact that Wren made a great 
effort to join all his streets at right angles. Also 
he was not thwarted by side issues such as 
churchyards, water mains, &c. 

Sir Banister Fletcher said he disagreed with 
most of what Mr. Perks had said, but there was 
a great deal in what he had said with regard to 
the speed with which the plan was produced. 
His own opinion was that Wren never thought 
that his plan could be carried out at all, and he 
probably came to that conclusion whilst the fire 
was raging. There were many obviously weak 
points about the scheme, the principal of which 
was that it took no account of the main 
thoroughfares ; and any town-planning scheme, 
however good, which left such main ideas out of 
consideration, must be doomed to failure. Had 
the scheme been carried out we should have lost 
London as we knew it, and no magnificent town- 
planning could have made up for that. With 
regard to the Guildhall, in 1666 it was the uni- 
versal custom of the people of this country to 
look down upon Gothic architecture. It was 
simply a question of fashion, and Wren did what 
everyone else did at that time—in a question 
of reconstruction they reconstructed in the style 
of the age, i.e., the Renaissance style. What- 
ever Wren did or did not do, he left London one 
of the most beautiful cities in the world, and he 
had done much more than any other architect, 
including Inigo Jones, that had ever lived 

Mr. Wm. Woodward said that one of the 
ange objections to Wren’s plan raised by Mr. 
th ks was that it was prepared in three or four 

ays, but the speaker thought that great genius 
only required three or four minutes. It was 
— that the Aldermen of the City refused 
kn lave their property altered, and it was not 
own what other influences were brought to 


ear to prevent the carrying out of Wren’s mag- 
a plan. He regretted that Wren’s plan 
_ hot carried out, as it would have made 
-ondon better than it was to-day. 


Lin"... Kettle (Keeper of the Guildhall 
Ww rary) pointed out that Elms’ “ Life of 
ren Was unreliable, and quoted several 


instances of mistakes in the book. 











A GENERAL meeting was held at 34, Bedford- 
square, on December 10, Mr. Maurice Webb, 
President, in the Chair. The minutes, and a list 
of new members, were taken as read, and Mr. H. 
D. Eberlein delivered a lecture on “‘ American 
Domestic Architecture.” 

Mr. Eberlein said he considered there was no 

real difference between Englishmen and 
Americans. The ancestors of some of us had 
gone out to America from England, either 
recently or a long while ago, and had taken the 
name from the locality. But we are all of the 
same race. The present state of the world, he 
thought, was well described by a coloured 
gentleman who was asked at a prayer meeting to 
make an extempore prayer. He rose to his feet 
and said : ‘‘ The world is all a whirligig, a whirli- 
gig, a whirligig, O Lord, Amen.” Well, we are 
all in a whirligig to-day owing to the war. In 
England, and in America also, the servant 
problem is acute, and building materials are 
scarce. Simplification of needs and of con- 
struction is the only way out of our difficulties, 
Architects in America are now looking to the 
work of their ancestors in Georgian times and 
earlier. The lecturer said that he often heard 
poor benighted people allude to such work as 
American-Colonial. It was, however, ve 
closely modelled on English work and followed 
the same lines of development. American 
gentlemen of the eighteenth century followed 
English fashions in dress and in building. They 
were generally interested in architecture, and as 
a rule made their own plans, and perhaps an 
elevation, when they were about to build. These 
drawings were then handed over to good master 
carpenters. The State House in Philadelphia 
had the simplest of plans. The drawings were 
made by Judge Hamilton himself, and were still 
to be seen. The influence of heredity was clearly 
seen. In New England, peopled by English- 
men from the Danish ports, the houses were 
chiefly of wood, although good stone abounds 
in the district. In Pennsylvania, peopled from 
the Saxon ports, the houses were all built of 
stone, in spite of the abundance of timber. 
To-day in America two tendencies can be seen : 
the return to the simple planning and construc- 
tion of the eighteenth century, and, secondly, 
an adaptation of small Italian villas and farm- 
houses. For this second tendency an explana- 
tion can be found in the similarity of climate. 
Mr. Eberlein said that the bearing of these facts 
on the future was important. Architects must 
realise the value of precedent, and must not 
attempt to create something new. It is the 
small house and the house of moderate size that 
was going to give to a country its architectural 
complexion. Big architects are beginning now 
to pay attention to small houses, and they must 
continue to do so. 

Some slides of American eighteenth-century 
work were then shown. The lecturer pointed 
out the typical house of the Southern States 
with its basement floor, its lofty rooms and 
verandahs, and compared it with the Northern 
type which so often resembles the common 
English Georgian house to be seen anywhere 








£ 615 


around London. In conclusion, the lecturer 
pointed out that in the States architects were 
now measuring up and rubbing shoulders with 
theseYold domestic buildings. Having inti- 
mately studied them, they would then adapt. 
He felt, on these lines, they could not go wrong. 
In England, if architects did the same, they 
could not go far wrong either, and he could not 
believe, with all the wealth of examples of old 
work before them, that the future of English 
architecture could be other than bright. 

A short discussion followed. Mr. H. M. 
. Fletcher, in a graceful speech proposing the vote 
of thanks, said that if we ever find anyone in 
England prepared to build a house many of Mr. 
Eberlein’s interesting remarks will doubtless be 
remembered by us; especially that question of 
simplifying the plan. He believed in opening 
out the ground floor plan, but not in the elimina- 
tion of privacy to the extent that sometimes 
occurred in modern American work. He was 
particularly struck with what Mr. Eberlein had 
told them about the influence of heredity in 
early American building. 

Mr. Robert Atkinson seconded the vote of 
thanks. He said that, as he was just back from 
America, he supposed he was an authority on 
the subject. On the whole his impression was 
that American Georgian was better and more 
original architecture than English Georgian, but 
in such judgments allowance has always to be 
made for the romance of new surroundings. He 
had been much struck by the Old State House 
at Boston, and was pleased to see the old lion 
and unicorn still on the steps of the pediment. 
Modern American architegts had certainly suc- 
ceeded in simplifying, but the whole effect was 
too often bookish and liable to be secondhand 
in its values. With regard to rubbing shoulders 
with and measuring up old buildings the A.A., of 
course, had been doing that since 1860. He 
had been interested to see the A.A. Sketch Book 
being used in all the American offices and 
studios, and he suggested that they should 
present a copy of the last ‘number to the 
lecturer. The vote of thanks was heartily 
agreed to, and a copy of the Sketch Book was 
presented to Mr. Eberlein. 


= 
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Glastonbury Abbey. 


Mr. F. Bligh Bond, F.R.I.B.A., lecturing 
before the Taunton Field Club last -week, 
described, for the first time in public, the 
results of the excavations at Glastonbury 
Abbey, which were resumed last August, 
including the discovery of the Loretto Obapets 
20 ft. long by 40 ft. wide, built by Ab t 
Bére. This chapel had long been lost sight of, 
and only Leyland’s record of its existence 
remained. When excavations were opened 
this year, Mr. Bond expected to find a chapel 
about 40 ft. in length by 20 ft. wide, connected 
with the Abbey by a gangway. After a few 
days’ work, the corner of a building was dis- 
covered, and he had no doubt that this was the 
Loretté Chapel. In his book, “The Gate of 
Remembrance,” Mr. Bond published a plan 
showing a chapel 20 ft. wide and 40 ft. long, 
approached from the north transept by cloister 
and lobby, and at a distance of 31} ft. from 
the nave. The difference between that plan 
and the chapel found could be explained in an 
interesting way. The plan reached him during 
psychological experiments, which had been 
proceeding for a considerable time, and in 
which his mind was sub-conscious—a purely 
passive agency. He had not formed any 
conscious idea of the things set down in his 
book until he saw them on paper before him 
in his friend’s handwriting. Taking the 
manuscript in this way and comparing it with 
references such as Leyland’s, he was able to - 
piece together a working hypothesis. The 
strangest thing about these communications 
was that they supplied the story of Abbot 
Bere’s visit to Italy, of how, when returning 
from his embassy, he encountered grave perils, 
and of his life being spared by the intercession 
of our Lady of Loretto. In fulfilment of a vow. 
he built, in the I talian style, a chapel in honour of 
the Blessed Virgin, using the Italian dedication. 
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- ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Zeebrugge War Memorial. 

The designs for the Zeebrugge War Memorial 
are referred to in an article on page 611. The 
design placed first was by Messrs. Dupon and 
Smolderen, that placed second by Messrs. 
Tait and Reid Dick, and the third by Messrs. 
Clemens and Tomlins. 


War Memorial, Prince’s-street, Edinburgh. 

With the magnificent settings that are 
available in Edinburgh for monumental sculp- 
ture, it is a curious fact that whenever a 
memorial is contemplated the battle of the 
sites immediately begins. The memorial 
recently erected to the memory of the late Wm. 
Ewart Gladstone had the same difficulty of 
site, and not so long ago a fine monument by 
one of London’s leading sculptors failed to 
find a home in Edinburgh. The drawings 
we illustrate were prepared to show a proposed 
widening of Prince’s-street with. a double 
staircase leading to the upper terrace of the 
gardens, the monument to the Royal Scots 
Greys forming a central feature. A retaining 
wall runs east and west with arcading as 
shown for shelter in stormy weather, the wall 
being used for medallion busts. A staircase, axial 
with the centre of the Scots Greys‘ Memorial, 
leads down te a central avenue in the gardens, 
to be used for groups of sculpture or other 
public monuments. A_ stone staircase of 
monumental design leads to the proposed 
national war memorial to the fallen in the 
great war. The large flight of stairs enhances 










THE BUILDER (/Qe, 





the design. The scheme drawn out also 
showed a lay-out of St. Andrew-square and 
Charlotte-square. The railing would be re- 
moved and both treated as an open place. 

In my opinion the site is an admirable’ one, 
and is such a one as would have been selected 
by the ancient Greeks. “ 

James B. Dunn, 
A.R.S.A., F.R.I.B.A. 


Cottages, East Horsley. 

The design shows a block of six cottages to 
be built at East Horsley—the accommodation 
of each being a living-room, scullery with bath 
and offices, and three bedrooms. The elevations 
are the natural outcome of the plans, and aim 
at continuing the old building tradition of the 
district. Materials to be used: 11 in. hollow 
walls to ground story, of thin, rough, purple- 
brown stocks ; upper part of walls and gables, 
tile hung; roof covered with old tiles, the 
valleys swept round to an easy curve. Casement 
windows, with stout frames and metal sashes. 

#f. Frank Hawkes, Lic.R.1.B.A. 


—_—— 


EXHIBITIONS OF THE WEEK. 
Spanish Paintings at the Grafton Galleries : 
Miniature Painters at the Guildhall. 

Tue exhibition recently opened at the 
Grafton Galleries of the paintings of 
Gustavo de Maeztu shows an art which is 
essentially Spanish in its character—as 
much so as that of Zuloaga, with whom 
this artist has certain points of affinity. 
For De Maeztu, like Zuloaga, comes from 
that wonderful Basque country, the seat 
of a primeval race, and has lived in Bilbao 
and on the French side of the Pyrenees. 
He has had numerous exhibitions in Spain, 
the most important of them, perhaps, being 
his first exhibition at Barcelona, and that 
held last year in the Palace of the Retiro 
at Madrid; and it was in Madrid, in 1917, 
that we first came across his work in the 
triptych then exhibited, under the title of 
‘* La Tierra Iberica ’’ (The Iberian Coun. 
try), a painting which now appears in 
London, 

It is a romantic vision of Spain, still a 
land of romance, which is given us in these 
paintings at the Grafton Galleries, and in 
which we see great rivers spanned by 
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Moorish or- medieval bridges, ancient 
castles—such as Voz Mediano, Santa 
Gadea del Cid, Nuevalos, or that crand 
pile of Medina del Campo where Cwsar 
Borgia was held captive—which frown over 
the roofs clustered beneath them, and 
form the setting to these figures of lovely 
dark-haired Spanish women, and athiletic 
types of men with the clean-cut features 
of the Basque race. 

De Maeztu is naturally a decorative 


artist—as we may see in his triptych of 
‘* La Tierra Iberica’’—and no less 4g 
colourist; and it seems a fair criticism of 
him to say that ‘‘ the archaism in his art 
is the true expression of his country, which 
up. to the present time contains an archaic 
element untouched by the enormous 
modern development of Spain.’’ Some. 


times he gives us real types of charin and 
beauty, such as his ‘‘ Girl with the Red 
Mantle ’’—who recalis Anglada’s creations 
—his ‘‘ Woman of Soria,’’ and his superb 
nude of ‘‘ Eve,’’ almost Michelangelesque 
in the grand lines of the torso and limbs; 
sometimes, though not often, his drawing 
is weak (notably the rigid body and wooden 
hands of the woman in ‘‘ Desire ’’) and his 
colour coarse and dull. But, as a whole, 
his art is individual, sustained in its note, 
and true to the land he depicts. 


The Royal Society of Miniature Painters 
are this month holding their winter exhibi- 
tion in the Guildhall Galleries. To be 
noticed especially is the work of Hal Hurst, 
whose ‘‘ Yvonne ” is brilliantly treated; 
of the President of the Society, Alyn 
Williams (‘‘ Miss Mary Garden,’’ and a 
small miniature of great delicacy, set in 
turquoises, of the late King Edward VII); 
and of Otway McCannell (‘‘ Miss Enid 
Rose ’’ and ‘* W. J. Locke, Esq.”’). Mr. 
McCannell seems to be working for a freer 
expression than the highly finished work 
which is traditional to miniature, and the 
same may be said of Mr. Hurst, though 
less directly, in ‘‘ Her Highness '’ and 
‘* Yvonne.’’ Two charming miniatures are 
Mr. Pocock’s figure of ‘t Peace,’’ and 
‘* Rapunzel,’’ by Mrs. Mary Finch. 
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Edinburgh War Memorial: Monument to the Scots Greys. 
Mr. JAMES B. Dunn, A.R.S.A., F.R.ILB.A., Architect. 
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PROFITEERING IN THE BUILDING -TRADE. 


An article has appeared in the daily Press 
containing a summary of Sir Tudor Walters’ 
speech in the House of Commons on “ The 
Housing Failure.” Amongst other interesting 
observations, Sir Tudor Walters is reported 
to have brought a charge of “ profiteering on 
an unprecedented scale in the building trade.” 

Now, the question whether the payment of 
Js. 8d. per hour for unskilled labour, with a 
promise of 1s. 9d. per hour (as compared with 
the pre-war rate of 8d. per hour), is or is not 
“profiteering on an unprecedented scale” 
may be left to the judgment of any man of 
intelligence, for it is a clear-cut issue needing 
no technical or professional knowledge in order 
to arrive at a verdict. If judgment is given in 
the affirmative, then Sir Tudor Walters’ charge 
is justified to that extent ; if judgment is given 
in the negative, then on that count the charge 
is unwarranted—the fact that the builder 
loses nothing and gains nothing does not affect 
the issue, the money is paid “in the building 
trade” and the community is affected for 
better or for worse accordingly. 

But the question as to whether the builders 
or contractors have been profiteering on their 
own behalf on an “ unprecedented” or any 
other scale is by no means an equally simple 
or clear-cut issue. The builder who is required 
to enter into a definite lump-sum contract for 
the erection of workmen’s dwellings or any other 
buildings in these days is confronted with no 
less than five problems of uncertainty which 
transform his calculations into a speculation 
or gamble comparable to the proverbial pro- 
cedure at Monte Carlo, except that mere sanity 
demands that he should endeavour to protect 
himself from loss. The problems of uncertainty 
involved in an actual lump-sum contract in 
these days are as follows :— 

1. The uncertain cost of labour. In pre-war 
days no official rise in wages could take place 
without six months’ notice, which provided 
some element of stability, but in these days 
demands for increases in wages are sprung upon 
employers with bewildering rapidity, and to 
judge by experience, such demands, whatever 
they may be, are now always granted to some 
extent, both by the Government and other 
authorities. 

2. The uncertain cost of materials. In pre- 
war days merchants were willing to supply 
materials for any given building contract at a 
certain fixed price throughout the execution of 
‘hat contract, and the contractor consequently 
knew what he would have to pay, but in these 
days merchants’ quotations refer only to the 
time being, and may ‘tary to an alarming 
extent during the uncertain term of a building 
contract—(no doubt the merchants would 
justify their procedure by representing that 
they are in a state of uncertainty similar to 
that of the builders). 

_ 3. The uncertain delivery of materials. It 
18 one thing to buy materials and it is quite 
another thing to obtain them. Shortage of 
stock—difficulties of transport—strikes in fac- 
tories—and other causes combine to make 
deliveries quite erratic, and this uncertainty 
involves extra cost in building operations, for 
workmen may be kept waiting for materials 


and, in any case, repeated delays involve an 
extenved use of plant and increased establish- 
ment charges, 

_ 4. fhe uncertain output of labour. This 
18 perhaps the most serious of all the uncertain- 
ties. The output per man on one contract 
may be quite different from another 
Coniract, and on the same contract it 
may vary at any moment. Piece-work or 
Payiacnt by results would to a great extent 
eliminate this uncertainty, but this sane method 
is banned by the trade unions, for it would 


im uediately expose the incompetent and the 
sla r. A couple of honest and competent 
workmen ma¥ work on a building for weeks in 


& satisfactory manner, but the innocent intro- 
ducti n of a few disaffected workmen may, 
Within a few days, reduce the output of the 
Whole to a serious extent. It is true that a 


similar experience prevailed to some ‘degree 
before the war, but it was accentuated greatly 
during the war, and has been further developed 
since. 

5. The uncertain duration of a contract. In 


- pre-war days a time was fixed for the. completion 


of a contract and penalties for non-completion 
were imposed. Any such conditions are simply 
ludicrous in these days—neither the building- 
owner nor the contractor has the remotest idea 
when a contract will be finished for the reasons 
already indicated. Sometimes a date for 
completion is specified, but it is known to be a 
mere formality, and anyone suggesting penalties 
for delay would be suspected of facetiouspess. 

In the circumstances indicated, it would 
pass the wit of man to determine whether or 
not any given lump-sum building contract 
involved profiteering—even the suggested or 
alleged profiteer does not himself know, for 
until such contracts are finished the profit 
or loss is unascertainable. The only form of 
contract under which the margin of profit is 
ascertainable or approximately ascertainable at 
the outset is the form known as the “ profit-on- 
cost contract.” That form of contract has 
justly been condemned (but I may remark 
incidentally that the foregoing representations 
as to the existing uncertainty of lump-sum 
contracts constitute a powerful justification 
for those Government departments which were 
driven by circumstances to adopt “ profit-on- 
cost contracts,” especially when time was more 
valuable than money). 

Profit-on-cost contracts have been justly 
condemned chiefly because they involve the 
pernicious principle of “the greater the cost 
the greater the profit,” but Lord Colwyn and 
his Committee discovered a method whereby 
this pernicious principle might be eliminated, 
and the excellent services of that Committee 
have never properly been valued or appreciated ; 
the author of what is known as the “ Colwyn 
Contract,” whoever he may be, deserves some 
public recognition of his services, for if his 
recommendations had been adopted at the 
outset of the war the nation would have saved 
large sums of money. 

The latest form of the profit-on-cost contract 
is certainly free from the fatal objections to 
which it was subject in its crude and original 
form. That revised form of “ profit-on-cost 
contract” is the result of considerable ex- 
perience and may be briefly summarised as 
follows :— 

Contractors are invited to tender in éompeti- 
tion. They can form their own opinion as to 
the approximate cost of the proposed building 
operations and are required to state in their 
form of tender: 

1. A lump sum for the use of their plant ; 

2. A lump sum for their establishment 
charges ; 

3. A lump sum for their profit. 

And these sums are to be added to the net 
cost of labour and materials as proved by 
pay sheets and receipts for material supplied. 
The building owner reserves the right to 
supply materials to the contractor at whatever 
price he chooses, or to supply materials to the 
works direct, In either case it makes no 
difference to the contractor. 

This form of contract is in operation, but 
it has one failing; for whilst the contractor 
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can derive no benefit from unnecessary cost, 
yet he has no incentive to reduce cost and 
contractors may possibly need some incentive 
to reduce cost beyond patriotism or philan- 
thropy. 

To remedy this defect it is suggested that the 
building owner (through his representatives) and 
the contractor whose tender is accepted should, 
before the contract is signed, agree. upon an 
estimate of the approximate cost of the buildings 
(in event of disagreement the approximate 
cost should be determined by an independent 
surveyor after hearing both parties). A clause 
should then be embodied in the contract to 
the effect that if the building operations are 
completed for less than the estimated cost, the 
contractor shall receive a bonus equal to, say, 
15 per cent. of the sum thus saved. It would 
not pay to make the contractor contribute 
toward any excess of cost over the estimated 
cost because that would introduce an element 
of risk, and it would be found that in considera- 
tion of the elimination of all risk the contractor’s 
lump sum for profit in his tender would be very 
smal] in comparison with the sum he would 
estimate for profit with a risk of loss attached 
toit. (The “ estimated cost’ would, of course, 
have to be rectified when the works were 
completed in event of contemplated work 
having been omitted or extra work having 
been done). 

It is conceivable that some builders may be 
profiteers in the housing scheme or elsewhere, 
but if those who know were to disclose the 
paltry percentages of profit for which builders 
were willing to work when the risk of loss was 
eliminated, it would go a long way to prove 
that they, as a class, are not profiteers, and 
that it is only the fear of loss that may some- 
times make them appear to be so. 

One might say without hesitation that the 
average profit on building contracts in London 
for the past.twenty or thirty years has been 
considerably less than ten per cent., and it is 
very doubtful whether the last few years has 
exceeded the general average. 

Sir Tudor Walters may possibly have been 
referring to builders’ merchants, who are 
certainly in “the building trade.” I have 
no information which would warrant any 
expression of opinion whatever on this question, 
but would simply point out that in the case 
of builders’- merchants, the profit, small or 
great, is usually ascertainable with tolerable 
accuracy before any sale is concluded. 

When a responsible member of the Govern- 
ment makes, in the House of Commons, 4 
definite charge of “profiteering on an un- 
precedented scale in the building trade,” it 
is a matter of national concern, and this article 
is written in the endeavour to contribute in 
some small degree to the elucidation of the 
problem. Benyamin I. GREENWOOD. 


—_--+__ 2 =< ¢ 


Fire at Compiegne. 


Damage. estimated at £80,000 was done to 
the Chateau of Compiegne by a fire which 
broke out on Sunday last. The building was 
used as part of Marshal Foch’s G.H.Q. during 


the war, and many of the valuable pieces of 
furniture and tapestries were removed. Two 
of the finest rooms, the Salle du Conseil and the 
Emperor’s Room, were gutted, and the ceilings 
by Giradet destroyed. 





A Shrofishine Tarm-house. 
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THE ROYAL ACADEMY SCHOOLS. 
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 


THe annual prize-giving at the Royal 
Academy Schools took place on Wednesday 
evening last week, Sir Aston Webb (President) 
in the ehair, when the following prizes were 
awarded :—Creswick Prize (£25) and Silver 
Medal (Landscape Painting), Miss A. M. Weber ; 
Second Armitage Prize (£10) and Bronze Medal 
(Monochrome ‘Figure Picture), Miss D. C. 
Zinkeisen ; Prize (£25) and Silver Medal (Paint- 
ing from Still Life), Miss B. H. Hardy. The First 
Armitage Prize (£30) and Silver Medal were not 
awarded, 

In a short address to the students, following 
the distribution of the prizes, the President said 
that next year would be a Gold Medal year, and 
he hoped there would be many more competitors. 
The comparatively small number this year was 
due to such a large number of students havjng 
entered the Services during the war, some of 
whom, he regretted to say, would never return. 
The painting and drawing schools had remained 
open throughout the whole of the period of the 
war, but in the sculpture and architectural 
schools all the students had enlisted and the 
schools: were closed until April this year. It 
was the intention of the Royal Academy to erect 
a memorial to those who had fallen, and this 
would be placed in a prominent place in the 
Academy buildings. Designs for the memorial 
would be invited, and it was hoped that the 
work would finally be entrusted to students of 
the Royal Academy. ‘This had not been done 
before, as they were anxious to wait until all 
those who were likely to desire to prepare 
designs should have been demobilised and able 
to take part. Every effort had been made to 
meet the difficulties of students returning from 
the war, and it was recognised that special 
arrangements would have to be made to meet 
the special circumstances. Within the past few 
days a Committee had been formed to consider 
the question of the Schools, and he assured the 
students that any suggestions they made would 
be welcomed and fully considered. 

He wanted to have a heart-to-heart talk with 
them, but he was not at all sure that anything 
he could say would be of the least use to them. 
‘“* You and I,” he said, “ are like ships that pass 
in the night, and possibly we may never pass by 
together in the same way again—you are out- 
ward bound, I am on my way home.” Over the 
entrance to the Victoria and Albert Museum, in 
letters of gold, was the following inscription : 
“ The excellence of every art must consist in the 
complete accomplishment of its purpose,” and 
he took it that the training they were receiving 
in the schools was to enable them to secure the 
complete accomplishment of their purpose. 
One thing they must have in addition to training, 
and that was a purpose, without which they 
were lost. He had a firm conviction that, given 
health and strength, those who made up their 
minds to attain a certain object in life would 
eventually attain it. It lay entirely within 
themselves whether they succeeded or failed. 
Some people could make very charming sketehes 
or captivating drawings of buildings without 
any instruction at all, but so could many 
‘amateurs. They must not be content to be 
amateurs, but to aim at the complete accom- 
plishment of their purpose. 

Sir Joshua Reynolds was, perhaps, the first 
great English painter to paint character as well 
as portraits, and his reputation was almost as 
high as a literary man as it was as a painter. 
He recommended the students to obtain a copy of 
of Sir Joshua’s “ Discourses”? and read them 
from time to time; they were full of interest 
and invaluable matter. A short time ago he 
(Sir Aston), when visiting a college in Yorkshire, 
was shown a portrait of the founder and was 
told that it had been painted by a well-known 
Royal Academician, The founder was a well- 


known Churchman, and when congratulated on 
the likeness the painter said, “‘ Yes, but it is not 
only a likeness I have given you, I have put the 
whole of the Church‘of England into his face ! ” 
This was an example-of the complete accom- 


plishment of purpose, and the same result could 
be seen time after time in pieces of sculpture or 
buildings, which affected one whenever they 
were seen. 

Most of the great things of the world had been 
done by men before they were thirty years of 
age, and the speaker reminded his hearers that 
if thirty was the age of accomplishment some 
of them would not have much time to spare, 
and, therefore, it was very desirable that 
they should make the most of their time. In 
order to succeed they must have pleasure in their 
work, and if they had not that he strongly 
recommended them to give it up before it was 
too late. They should talk about their work 
with their friends, and remember that the 
influence they exercised over their fellow- 
students must be for good or for ill. One of 
their greatest pleasures should be to help a 
young man along the road, and they would 
derive more pleasure from finding the good 
points in their fellow-students’ work than 
in holding up their faults to reproach and 
scorn. They were now in the most important 
ten years of their lives, and should prepare them- 
selves, in and out of season, for the struggle that 
was to come. They should be thankful that 
their work could be a pleasure, and would 
become more and more so as they mastered the 
technical difficulties. They should get to know 
all about the other arts; the more painters, 
sculptors and architects made friends together 
the better it would be for the art of the country. 
In the sixteenth century the three arts were 
often practised by one man, but that would be 
impossible now; the three arts must be prac- 
tised by three different men on one building. 
In the proposed memorial to the students of 
the Royal Academy who fell in the war he 
hoped that the architect and sculptor would 
work together, and if possible call in a painter 
to give colour to the design. 

Before a student could hope to aim at com- 
plete accomplishment he must learn something 
of what had been done in the past, and train 
himself to hold almost in reverence work which 
had received the approval of generations. 
London was a wonderful place to study in, but 
did they ever realise how fortunate they were to 
bein London? The London museums and schools 
were the finest in the world, and open for the 
asking ; the libraries contained every book they 
might require. London and the neighbourhood 
provided the finest examples of sculpture and 
architecture they could wish to see. 
his hearers not to go abroad until they had seen 
all there was to be seen at home. Johnson used 
to say, very truthfully, ‘‘ When a man is tired 
of London he is tired of life.” 

“ Art,’’ he said, “‘ was productive and creative, 
or should be,” and if they were to give out or 
create they must take in and absorb. They 
should read all the best poetry and works of 
fiction, but they must acquire the habit of 
reading while young or it would be of no use to 
them. If they studied the works of great men, 
ancient and modern, they would find that they, 
with great care, followed the strictest rules, and 
only dropped these rules one by one. There 
was no instance of any great man working the 
other way about, t.e., commencing with false 
facility and finishing up with infinite labour. 
It would be found irksome to follow rules, but 
it would soon be found that rules respected 
those who followed them. The scaffolding 
should not be taken down until they were sure 
that the building was complete. 

It had been said that sympathy and imagi- 
nation had created the artist, and if they 
cultivated both they would be sure to leave 
something behind them that was worth the doing. 
._~s 

The Warsaw Company of Trade and Naviga- 
tion, Ltd., has opened branch offices in London 
(1-4, Bury-street, E.C. 3, telephone Avenue 65), 








‘and Liverpool (20, Chapel-street, telephone 


Central 2284). Mr. Robert T. Chapman has been 
appointed manager for the United Kingdom. 


He urged - 


| DECEMBER 19, 1919. 


THE FINANCE AND RENT 
RESTRICTIONS ACT. 


“* And from him that hath not shall be taken 
away.” 


We have received the following letter from a 
correspondent :— 


Sir,—I was never able to understand this 
saying until the Finance Act was passed 
but now it is quite clear tome. Let me explain, 
In 1909, a friend of mine built some houses at 
an average cost of £345 each for bare lapour 
and material. Shortly afterwards the Govern. 
ment valuer was sent to value the houses jor 
Increment Duty, and his valuation was £249 
each. My friend naturally protested, but wag 
impudently told that there was no appeal against 
Cesar. Now, in the event of these houses 
being sold for £345 each (the cost price, without 
allowing for interest during building operations), 
he would have to pay Increment Duty on the 
difference between what he sold them for and 
the Government valuation, the Government 
assuming that he made a profit of £105 on each 
house; whereas, in reality, he made no profit 
whatever. ‘‘ And from him that hath not shall 
be taken away.” Repeal the Act! 


And now the Rent Restrictions Act. Should 
this also be repealed? Can the working man, 
for whom it was passed, afford to pay more 
rent? Let us go carefully into the figures, 
Now, there are various estimates and differences 
of opinion amongst experts as to what a house 
really would cost nowadays. But, let us sup 
pose that a small house which cost £250 to 
build before the war would now cost £800, or 
£650 after deducting the proposed bonus of 
£150. If the house which cost £250 to build 


were let at, say, 8s. weekly, a similar house, ' 


if built now (costing £650 net), would have to 
be let at £1 Os. 10d. to pay the same percentage, 
Could the working man afford this rent? 


Let us take the case of the builder’s labourer— 
the worst paid man on a building. Before the 
war he was paid 73d. an hour, while to-day he 
receives Is. 8d. an hour. Take a week of 
48 hours. Before the war, he received as wages 
£1 10s., whereas now he would receive £4 each 
week. Supposing that he paid 8s. weekly for 
rent before the war, he would then have £1 2s. 
left for other expenses. If the cost of living has 
increased by 120 per cent. since then, it is 
evident that he would now require £1 2s., plus 
120 per cent., or £2 8s. 5d. weekly, to keep his 
house going. Deduct this £2 8s. 5d. from his 
present wages (£4), and he has £1] 11s. 7d. left. 
Therefore, after he had paid an economic rent 
of £1 Os. 10d., there would still remain 10s. $d. 
weekly. This is quite apart from any overtime, 
for which he is paid much more in proportion. 
Can the worker afford to have his rent raised ? 
Undoubtedly, Yes. Then, why not repeal 
the Act? 


Can a builder build while the above Acts 
remain in force? No! Should he sell a house, 
he would have to pay Increment Duty on an 
imaginary profit. And he would not be able to 
obtain an economic rent. No, Sir, he cannot 
build. Can a horse run when he is hobbled? 
or a bird fly when its wings are tied? Neither 
can a builder build while he is bound hand 
and foot, as he is at present. Take away his 
fetters and let him go free. ‘‘ Thou shalt not 
muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn. 

Repeal the Acts!  JusTICE.” 


———_—_+—@ 


and Surveyors’ Assistants’ Pro- 
fessional Union. 


At its meeting last Monday the Executive 
Committee unanimously elected Mr. ©. B. 
Tubbs, A.R.I.B.A., M.S.A., to be an additional 
Honorary Assistant Secretary in order to cope 
with the greatly increased work and member- 
ship of the Union. 


Architects’ 
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DeceMBER 19, 1919. } 


THE HOUSING DEBATE. 


We give below a summary of the amendments 
considered during the debate in the House of 
Commons last week on the Report stage of the 
Housing (Additional Powers) Bill. 

An amendment, moved by Mr. Charles 
Edwards, that the subsidy be confined to local 
authorities and public utility societies, was 
defeated. 

Mr. Lorden moved an amendment to Clause 1, 
the object of which was to enable subsidies to 
be paid to persons erecting houses other than 
those to be occupied by the working classes ; 
this was carried. 

Mr. Charles Edwards moved an amendment 
providing that the grants should be made only 
if an undertaking was given that the rental of 
the houses, excluding rates and taxes ordinarily 
borne by the tenant, should not exceed £30. per 
annum for a period of twenty years after 
completion ; this was rejected. 

Major Ormsby Gore moved that the grant 
should only be made in respect of houses which 
were in general accordance with the conditions 
prescribed by the Minister under Section 1 of 
the Housing and Town Planning Act (1919). 
Dr. Addison said he was prepared to insert the 
words “houses .. . which comply with con- 
ditions prescribed by the Minister and are in 
material accordance with the conditions as to 
the number of houses per acre and the standard 
of structural stability and sanitation approved 
by the Minister in the case of any scheme carried 
out under Section 1 of the Housing and Town 
Planning Act, 1919.” The amendment of 
Major Gore was withdrawn, and the alternative 
amendment agreed to. . 

An amendment to Clause 5, moved by Mr. 
Lorden, substituting a standing appeal tribunal 
of five persons for the Minister of Health to deal 
with the appeal of any person feeling aggrieved 
by any order made by a local authority in respect 
of the prohibition of building operations which 
interfered with the provision of dwelling- houses, 
was agreed to. 

Mr. Lorden moved a proviso to the effect that 
the clause should not apply to buildings, altera- 
tions, and additions to premises used for com- 
mercial and industrial purposes, nor to dwelling 
houses not exceeding £200 per annum rateable 
value; this was, after discussion, withdrawn. 

On Clause 6, Sir H. Norris moved an amend- 
ment to extend the prohibition on demolition to 
dwelling-houses which were unoccupied on 
December 3, and this was agreed to. 

On the motion of Dr. Addison, a new clause 
was agreed to providing that Section 1 of the 
Trustee Act, 1893, which specifies the securities 
in which trust funds may be invested, shall have 
effect as though it included local bonds issued 
under this Act and mortgages of any fund or 
rate made after the passing of the Act by local 
authorities, including county councils, author- 
ised to issue local bonds under the Act. 

Sir J ohn Hope moved an amendment enabling 
a subsidy to be given for enlarging houses as well 
as for constructing them ; this was rejected. 

Mr. Trevelyan Thompson moved an amend- 
ment which provided that the houses put up 
under the subsidy should be of the same mini- 

nium floor space as those which were to be erected 
by the local authority; this was negatived. 
b Sir Henry Cowan moved that land acquired 
i the Ministry for the purpose of building 

Hould not include any land forming part of any 
common; this was withdrawn. 

Colonel Walter Guinness moved to omit the 
ag raph which provided that local authorities 
_ accept the bonds at their face value for 

'¢ purchase of the houses; this was rejected. 

OF gs third reading of the Bill, Dr. Addison 
|. 1 Proposed to issue a White Paper showing 


the changes in the cost of building materials 
ag the Armistice, at the time of the Armis- 
8 x oy Since the Armistice. There had been 
peices is aa = exaggeration, but the rise in 
a! 1 Some cases had been appalling. Those 
. /O Hung charges about profiteering had never 


ene the facts, 


ie third reading was agreed to. 
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THE RIVER OF LONDON. 


AN interesting address on London and its 
river was delivered by Mr. Hilaire Belloc to the 
members of the London Society last week. 

A geographical reason could be found for the 
position of almost every historical city, he said, 
and this was particularly the case with regard 
to London. From the beginning of its recorded 
history, London had been one of the greatest 
cities of the west, and by far the largest in this 
island. There were many causes which influ- 
enced its position, the chief being the fact that 
the site of London Bridge was the farthest point 
on the Thames to which sea-going ships could 
safely proceed; this was a very important 
factor when land transport was carried on at 
great expense by means of pack-horses. The 
lecturer also illustrated by a map that the 
foreshore at London Bridge was the best for the 
purpose of unloading ships, the remainder 
of the banks of the mouth of the Thames being 
principally marshy or composed of mud. The 
fact that England was so well served with 
waterways was largely responsible for her 
wealth from the very earliest times. 

It must be remembered, he said, that in the 
old days a river was very important, both as a 
highway and as an obstacle, and it was a 
combination of the two that made London. 
In the original scheme of road communication, 
London was the centre for the whole of the 
south of England and practically all the traffic 
passed through the city, often making long 
detours to do so. The value of water as an 
obstacle was demonstrated by the fact that old 
London, which was surrounded on all four 
sides by the Thames, the Lea, the Fleet, and the 
marshy district of Moor Fields, had never 
sustained a siege or been taken in battle. This 
freedom from strife was also largely responsible 
for its rapid development. 

The fact that London Bridge existed at the 
time of the Romans was well established, but 
the speaker made the suggestion that it was 
in existence before the Romans came. He 
based this theory on the fact that ferries on 
tidal rivers took different courses according 
to the tides, and in their journeys covered a 
considerable length of the river. Many objects 
must have been thrown or fallen overboard 


- during these journeys, but all the objects 


connected with the Roman occupation which 
had so far been recovered from the Thames were 
found in a straight line near the present bridge ; 
had these objects come from ferry boats they 
would have been much more widely distributed. 
The fact that London was a great commercial 
centre long before the Romans came also 
pointed to the existence of a bridge. 

The importance of London originally arose 
because it was the centre of the producing part 
of the country—at that time the south-eastern 
counties—but, owing to the size of ships 
increasing and the removal of the manufacturing 
areas to the north, the geographical reasons 
for its existence were declining and would 
continue to decline. If London had not 
existed, the chief city of Great Britain would 
have been on the Trent, the Mersey, or the Clyde. 

We are pleased to note that after the lecture 
the Chairman asked the members to put 
forward suggestions for discussion, as we made 
the same suggestions in a recent issue. 





> 2 —_—_— 


Labour in the Building Trade. 


In the House of Commons last week, Dr. 
Addison stated that the approximate number 
of men now employed in the building trade 
in the United Kingdom was 748,000. Approxi- 
mately 200,000 men would be required per 
annum to build 300,000 houses at a yearly rate 
of 100,000 houses, assuming that the workmen 
were kept continually employed. It was 
hoped that approximately 100,000 houses 
would be built under the subsidised scheme. 
The number of houses completed under the 
Housing Act at November 1 was 124. The 
figures for November were not yet available. 


‘object. of 
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COLOUR IN DECORATION. 


Mr. H. K. Prosser recently delivered an in- 
teresting address before the Incorporated Insti- 
tute of British Decorators on the subject of 
“Discord and Harmony of Colour in Decoration.” 
To procure harmony, he said, the proportion 
of colour was one of the chief matters to be 
considered, and in this connection the size 
and aspect of the room to be decorated must 
be considered. Colour, like everything else, 
was, he said, a matter of vibration. By far 
the easiest way to produce harmony was by 
the use of tones of one colour, but decoration 
by this means became monotonous. Many 
rooms treated in blue and green were con- 
demned, on account of their being cold and 
dull. If red, orange, and yellow were used 
the result was too warm. The only course 
possible to secure harmonious results was the 
use of blue, green, and yellow. It would be 
most difficult to produce a scheme of decoration 
where the whole range of .colours were used. 
One discordant colour often spoilt a room, but 
if another discordant colour were put near the 
effect was broken, and the whole would make 
for harmony. All rooms should be worked 
out in logical colour schemes, and he thought 
that consideration should be given to the 
colour decoration of offices and workshops in 
order that the employees should be kept 
physically fit and that the greatest amount of - 
work should be produced with the least possible 
fatigue. Yellow produced on the mind the 
effect of sunlight, blue the vibration of the 
firmament, and green the early spring. Little 
knowledge was a dangerous thing in the case 
of colour, and the quantities used in rooms 
were seldom logically proportioned. This could 
be done either by scientific or theoretical 
methods, but it was impossible to prove certain 
points by science. The Chinese were brilliant 
colourists. Their colours in themselves were 
discords, but they produced harmony by the 
use of different shades or tones of one colour. 
Few people could visualise colour, and there 
was no road to true harmony except through 
the laws of science, based on the laws of 
vibration. If colour harmonies were worked 
out by scientific instruments, more harmonious 
results would be arrived at. Each colour in 
the spectrum had its own purpose. Red was 
the warmest, and changed less in the light or 
dark than any other. Orange and yellow 
were warm; green could be either warm or 
cold; blue was cold. The decorator had 
much to contend with in decorating a room in 
which the owner desired to have all his own 
pictures and accessories. Black could be used 
and, would produce harmony, but few people 

.would allow this. To arrive at harmony, the 
colours must be standardised, and everybody 
must use the same. The laws of colour must 
be understood, by all who used them. Har- 
mony could only be arrived at by the use of 
instruments which recorded the colour, rate 
and length of vibrations. 

In the discussion which ensued, the value 
of the use of instruments in the determination 
of a colour scheme was strongly criticised, and 
it was pointed out that this would reduce the 
art of the decorator to merely ordering a 
stereotyped scheme from a catalogue. 


— 





The Cost of Building Materials. 

A conference of representatives of Middlesex 
Profiteering Committees last week adopted a 
resolution expressing its belief that the evil 
of profiteering was primarily due to the un- 
reasonable profit of manufacturers and wholesale 
dealers and urging the Board of Trade to take 
immediate action in regard to such charges, 
especially for building materials, in connection 
with which they had been informed that a 
combine had recently been formed with the 
inflating prices. 


Book Received. 

House FAMINE AND THE LAND BLOCKADE. 
By A. W. Madsen. (London: The United 
Committee for the Taxation of Land Values). 
Price ld. 
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EQUIPMENT OF SMALL HOLDINGS. 


We have recently received from the Board 
of Agriculture and Fisheries a Manual for the 
guidance of County Councils and their architects 
in the equipment of Small Holdings: Part I 
dealing with the planning and construction of 
cottages, and Part II with the planning and 
construction of farm buildings. 

This excellent publication is a short and 
condensed review of the more usual require- 
ments of cottages and farm buildings on small 
holdings, with suggestions as to how they may 
be reasonably and economically met. The 
Board desires that the officers of County Councils 
responsible for the equipment of small holdings 
will observe the recommendations contained 
in Parts I and II when preparing plans of 
cottages and farm buildings for submission to 
the Board for approval under the Govern- 
ment’s scheme for Land Settlement. A copy 
of any plan in this Manual to a scale of one 
quarter of an inch to the foot will be supplied 
to councils on application to the Board. 

The type plans generally are on sound and 
reasonable lines, our illustrations, showing types 
F1, Dll and D5 being examples, but, of course, 
are no more than types, and must, therefore, 
be accepted with all reserve. We note the 
clear headroom shown in most of them for the 
ground floor rooms is only 7 ft. 6 in., and 
suggest that 8 ft. would be a more reasonable 
minimum with most of these types, with 
8 ft. 6 in. headroom in the bedrooms. In most 
cases earth closets are shown and slops would 
have to be carried through ‘the sculleries and, 
in some types, through the living room before 
being disposed of; this is not desirable in 
practice, and could be easily overcome by 
some little modification in planning. 

The clauses dealing with specifications, form 
of contract, building by-laws, &c., are reason- 


able and instructive; also the ‘‘ General 
Considerations” dealing in a sympathetic 
manner, and showing thorough experience with 
the many vexed questions relating to :—Site 
and disposition; advantages of grouping ; 
village halls; shelter; aspect and prospect ; 
new roads; materials (including the use of 
chalk, cob and pisé for walling) ; local tradition ; 
wells, drains, paving, &c. 

The references contained in “‘ The Cottage 
Room by Room,” are also excellent, and deal 


‘in the happiest manner with many details, 


constructional and otherwise—small in them- 
selves, but so necessary for the comfort and 
smooth working of the home. Joinery details 
are also discussed, and in this connection we 
would suggest that the pulley stiles of double- 
hung sash windows should always be tongued 
to the outside and inside linings; also the 
inside bead should cover the joint of the inside 
lining and pulley stile by } in.; it not being 
true economy to neglect these ordinary work- 
shop methods. 

Part II deals with the planning and con- 
struction of farm buildings, briefly but con- 
cisely; touching clearly on all the general 
principles involved, viz., placing, aspect, 
economy and maintenance, size, type of farming, 
and accommodation required on various types 
of holdings, construction and materials, harmony 
of local materials, light and ventilation, water 
supply and drainage, and with the details and 
construction of cow houses, piggeries, dairies, 
buildings suitable for small fruit farms, and 
sundry buildings such as fowlhouses; silos, 
barns, stables, cart. sheds and granaries, 


This admirable publication should prove of 
great value to all concerned with the problems 
of housing and small holding equipment. 
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BUILDERS AND THE HOUSING 
SCHEMES. 


A MEETING, attended by a large number of 
builders and representatives of local authorities 
and other bodies interested in housing, was held 
at the Cannon-street Hotel on Monday last, 
to discuss the proposals put forward by yp 
A. G. Westacott, F.L.A.A., as a solution to the 
financial side of the housing schemes. he 
chair was occupied by Major J. R. Pretyman. 
Newman, M.P., who was supported by Major 
P. Lloyd-Greame, M.P., and Messrs. H. i. Selley, 
T. M. Garrood, Lic.R.I.B.A., Edwin Evans, 
L.C.C., G. Brittain, J.P., and A. Webb, J.P, 
‘of the Building Societies’ Association. 

The Chairman said that there were two 
methods by which houses could be provided 
(1) by conscripting the building industry, or 
(2)* by de-controlling the industry. The 
Housing (Additional Powers) Bill was, he said, 
passed through the House of Commons in the 
early hours of a foggy morning, and it was stil] 
in a fog. He was pleased to see that the words 
** working-classes”’ had been deleted from 
the Bill, and that it had laid down that houses 
under the scheme could even be occupied by 
members of Parliament. ; 

Mr. Westacott said that the economic rent 
to-day was from 30s. to 50s, per house, and, 
therefore, the Government scheme was im. 
possible, as the people would not be able to 
pay such rents. The housing subsidy would 
not help the working classes. The alternative 
scheme would provide working-class houses, 
and could also be extended to provide slightly 
larger houses. So far as the Government was 
concerned, the financial obligation would be 
limited to £10,000,000 per annum. He also 
suggested that the profits on the new houses 
should be limited. 

Mr. Edwin Evans said it was perfectly clear 
that no scheme set up by the Government 
for building houses with State money in oppusi- 
tion to private enterprise could possibly succeed. 
The private builder only wanted to be left 
alone, and he must have an assurance that he 
would have all the facilities for obtaining labour 
and materials opened freely if he were to 
compete with local authorities. 

Mr. A. Webb thought that the Government 
should co-operate with the building societies 
by allowing them to raise money on the other 
assets they possessed, other than mortgages. 
The proposals would have the most cordial 
support of the building societies. 

Mr. Lloyd-Greame said that the original 
scheme broke down because it was far too 
inelastic, owing to the way in which the mach- 
inery was centralised in Whitehall. The 
principle of giving grants had been established ; 
and if, as the Government had stated, houses 
could be erected 25 per cent. more cheaply by 
private enterprise than by local authorities, 
the giving of a subsidy and getting houses 
built by private builders practically amounted 
to 25 per cent. of the cost of building being 
written off. 

Mr. Selley thought that such rents should be 
charged as would cover the cost of a good 
house, and give a fair profit to the builders. In 
the past it was the low rents which produced 
the “jerry built’ house. 

A resolution to the effect that the Conference 
was of opinion that the “‘ Westacott proposals 
were the most satisfactory and workable 
solution of the financial ‘side of the housing 
problem ; that whatever facilities were afforded 
to municipalities in respect of housing should 
equally be afforded to private enterprise: 
that municipal housing schemes should as far 


‘as possible be confined to smaller dwellings; 


and that the Government should co-operate 
with building and thrift societies to carry out 
the housing scheme, was passed unanimously. 

A deputation consisting of Sir H. |. Norms, 
M.P., and Messrs. J. R. Pretyman-\ewman, 
M.P., P. Lloyd-Greame, M.P., Edwin Evans, 
J.P., L.C.C., Sir Peter Griggs, M.P., A. Webb, 
J.P., and A: G. Westacott, F.L.A.4., a 
appointed to wait upon the Government an 
the House of Lords. 
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LAW REPORT. 


Architect’s Fees. 
OFFICIAL REFEREE’S CouRT. 
(Before Mr. PoLtock.) 

Mr. Edward Doran Webb, ecclesiastical 
architect, was plaintiff in an action against 
Sister Aldegundis, of St. Michael’s Convent, 
Finchley, from whom he claimed £250 balance 
of fees in connection with alterations of and 
additions to the convent. 

Mr. Vachell, K.C., in opening the plaintiff's 
case, said that plaintiff claimed £250 balance 
of his fees as architect, and £45 expenses for a 
special journey to the Continent in order to 
prepare details of the structure desired by the 
defendant. The defence was that Mr. Webb 
had so negligently and wrongfully carried out 
his duties as an architect that he had really 
committed a breach of contract” and so dis- 
charged himself from his employment, but 
defendant had admitted indebtedness so far 
as the £45 special expenses were concerned, 
making a counter-claim for a substantial sum. 
The defendant called upon the architect to 
pay damages to the extent of £1,468 Is. 5d., 
said to have been sustained under several 
different heads. These were that the plans, 
drawing, and specification were unskilfully and 
negligently made out and incomplete, in 
consequence of which a large amount of extra 
material had to be provided. It was also said 
the plans and documents given to the contractor 
were different from the drawings and plans from 
which he had to work. Then it was sajd that 
Plaintiff did not take proper levels, in conse- 
quence of which there were extras for founda- 
tions, amounting to £147. Particulars were 
given by the defence of extra work done, and 
extra materials used in consequence, it was said, 
of the incompleteness of the plans and specifica- 
tions, which amounted to £90. Some matters, 


it was said, were not shown on the plans, and 
other things whieh had to be done were not 
Specitied. Extras were claimed to the amount 


of £164 for extra work caused by differences 


in the plans and absence of drawings. Defend- 
ant gave additional particulars of negligence, 
Without allocating any particular amounts 
to the items. What the defendant was actually 
seeking to do was to take as the measure of 
the damages the cost of all the extras they had 
been put to im the course*of the erection of 


_ building. It was said that because they 
- had to order extras and pay the builder 
or them, which might have appeared in the 
plans, the cost must fall upon the architect. 
That was a novel and startling proposition 





. CROUND FLOOR PLAN 
FIRST FLOOR PLAN 


which would make any architect hesitate to 
undertake the simplest of employment. Sister 
Aldegundis seemed to think she was entitled 
to have all the extra work for nothing. As to 
the alleged omissions, counsel said that sup- 
posing there were any they would only have 
increased the charges of the builder. - The 
convent was surrounded by villas which be- 
longed to the Sisterhood and in April, 1913, the 
plaintiff was first consulted by the defendant, 
who said she was desirous of erecting some 
new school buildings. He called at the con- 
vent in answer to a letter, and made arrange- 
ments with Sister Aldegundis that they should 
meet on the Continent. They did so meet, 
and visited at least half-a-dozen towns where 
there were schools belonging to the lady’s 
particular order. On May 23, on their return, 
he had prepared plans up to a certain point, 
and those he took to Finchley and left them 
there. On May 28 he had an interview with 
the lady at the convent—when the plans were 
discussed. The lady took the keenest interest 
in the work and he (counsel) could not help 
thinking that a great deal of the trouble arose 
from her being a little too keen. 

The plaintiff was called, and in the course of 
his examination by Mr. Carthew gave evidence 
as to the the circumstances under which he’ had 
undertaken the work, and generally bore out 
the opening statement of his counsel. He said 
that orders were given by the Sister to the 
contractor to make alterations and carry out 
work without reference to him. 

After some further evidence the hearing 
was adjourned until January 12. 


— 
_—]_ 


BOOKS. 


Building Construction: A Text-Book on the 
Principles and Detsils of Modern Con- 
struction. By C. F. Mitchell and G. A. 
Mitchell, A.R.I.B.A. Part Ti. Advanced 
Course. Ninth edition, revised and en- 
larged. London: B. T. Batsford, Ltd., 
High Holborn. Price 10s. 6d. net. 

We welcome a new edition of this admirable 

work, which is a model of what such a book 

should be. It is designed to meet the require- 
ments of the syllabuses of various examining 
bodies, and any student of average intelligence 
who has mastered the contents of the book 
could not fail to give a good account of himself 
in any of these examinations. In the present 
edition, the chapters dealing with graphic 
status, riveting, pillars and girders, have been 
rewritten, and the chapters dealing with 
foundations *and brickwork have been re- 
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arranged and enlarged, with numerous worked 
examples of typical constructional problems, 
As we said in reviewing a previous edition: 
““The book is a model of clearness and com- 
pression, well-written and admirably illustrated, 
and ought to be in the hands of every student 
of building construction.” 


Factory Management Wastes. By Jamus F. 
Wuirerorp. London: Nisbet & Oo.,, 
Ltd. Price 12s. 6d. net. 


This is a practical attempt to deal with that 
most.elusive problem—waste in works organisa- 
tion and methods. It deals with a subject to 
which far too little attention has hitherto been 
given by those most concerned. Unfortunately, 
in most works the manager, works superintend- 
ent, foremen, storekeeper and others responsible 
for the handling of raw material, products and 
men, usually deem themselves too much occupied 
with a daily routine to be able to give further 
attention to preventing duplication and oyer- 
lapping of their respective duties and a correct 
functioning of them. The author shows how 
this can be done to the advantage of everyone 
concerned. The author demonstrates what 
are usually the weak spots and how they may 
be strengthened, and his remedies are derived 
from a lengthy and practical experience in 
every phase of works life, aided by observation 
and analysis of results. We would call special 
attention to the chapters dealing with ‘‘ Produo- 
tion Control,” “‘ Material” and “ Cost Finding,” 
also the various charts dealing with wages, 
plans, and factory organisation. 


Scientific Factory Management. By ArtTuur 
Du PRE Dennine, M.Sc., M.A.Ph.D. 
London: Nisbet & Co., Ltd. Price 12s. 6d. 
net. 


This book is not only a guide to those who are 
about to start a new factory or to reorganise 
an established works, but it is also interesting 
to those who are desirous of seeing a general 
change in our business methods and a departure 
from the previous rule of thumb ways of dealing 
with men, materials and processes. It is 
principally composed of excerpts from ofher 
authors (duly acknowledged by Mr. Denning) 
who have each dealt with factory management 
in some special way. The author has clearly 
brought together the best points of all these, 
interspersed with experience and ideas of his 
own, making a valuable book of reference which 
will probably be made use of by all those who 
wish to be successful in positions of respon- 
sibility or to become true captains of industry. 
Some useful tables and a chart are given in the 
appendices. 
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THE TOWN-PLANNING INSTITUTE. 





Mr. G. L. PEpPLer (President) took the chair 
at a meeting of the Town-Planning Institute 
held on November 21, at the rooms of the 


Institution of Municipal and County Engineers,” 


92, Victoria-street, when Mr. E. Willis (engineer 
to the Chiswick U.D.C.) read a paper on “ Some 
Aspects of Engineering in Relation to Town- 
Planning.” 

Mr. Willis said the art and science of town- 
planning necessitated the knowledge and 
practice of several professions, but those 
primarily required were architecture, surveying, 
engineering, and law. The problems involved 
in town-planning were so numerous that no 
professional architect or surveyor should hesitate 
tg admit the advantage of collaboration with an 
engineer when engaged on town planning on any 
large scale, or even on a small scale when under 
especially difficult circumstances or conditions. 
To take a few instances in which the science of 
engineering was usefully applied, he mentioned 
transportation and traction and the construction 
of highways suitable for all classes of traffic ; 
the design and construction of retaining walls, 
embankments, culverts, bridges, pipe channels 
and the reclamation of land on river deltas or 
marshy soils; the location of towns and cities, 
bearing in mind public water supply, sewage 
disposal, rail, river or canal transport, and 
the lighting and distribution of illuminants. 
The engineer’s duties also included the provision 
of tramways or light railways to outlying 
suburbs and rural neighbourhoods, so as to 
improve facilities for broadening the mind and 
creating a brighter outlook by bringing the rural 
area in touch with urban populations, and vice 
versa. Again, the maintenance of amenities in 
towns and cities necessitated a knowledge of 
forestry, tree planting, and the elements of 
horticulture, these being part of the normal 
duties of the qualified municipal engineer. 
There was also the construction of piers, 
harbours, and docks for sea-borne traffic in 
manufacturing areas, and the design and con- 
struction of underground railways where such 
means of transport would prove more utilitarian 
and less defacing to the amenities of a neigh- 
bourhood, and lastly the power to determine 
the contour of the earth’s surface and reproduce 
the same on paper, showing its varying geo- 
graphical or geological conditions. _ 

Touching on the various problems in detail, 
the author said the erection of a new town would 
probably fall to few men in the present genera- 
tion, but where the opportunity occurred the 
town-planner must weigh the necessary engin- 
eering problems to be solved. With regard to 
water supply, the provision and laying of water 
mains seemed a comparatively very simple 
matter, but in reality a good deal more than an 
elementary knowledge was requisite in designing 
and carrying out this work. Sewerage and 
sewage disposal would always loom largely in 
the eyes of the future town-planner. For civil- 
ised communities the water carriage system 
was not only the best known, but also the most 
suitable for guaranteeing the health of a town, 
provided it was designed on proper lines and 
effectively carried out. There could be little 
doubt that the municipal engineer as a general 
rule was by far the most qualified to undertake 
this section of the work. The man in the street 
professed to know all there was to learn about 
road-making, but recent years had proved the 
fallacy of this assumption. Road-making was 
becoming a branch of engineering science upon 
which there was still room for a considerable 
amount of research work, and he would not 
hesitate to state the perfect road would not be 
found for many years to come. By the perfect 
road he meant the one giving the utmost effi- 
ciency with ultimate economy. One difficulty 
in road construction was accurately to estimate 
the traffic possibilities and the value of these as 
affecting first cost in design and construction. 
But was this all that the engineer had to con- 
sider? Surely, one of the most pressing duties 


at the present time was to effect economy in the 
maintenance of the vehicles and the comfort of 


persons using the public highway, and another 
of the vital problems associated with the work 
was that of finance. Why should the local rate- 
payer bear any part of the cost of a main road if 
constructed to lessen the wear and tear of any 
vehicle using such road, especially if the owner 
of such vehicle paid none of the rates? This 
was one of the difficult problems that the engi- 
neer of the present day had to face, and the 
town planner, who should be untrammelled in 
this respect, had a similar task. 

The author next discussed the subject of 
transportation and expressed the opinion that in 
the future locomotion in the air would be by 
less cumbersome aircraft and aerial locomotion 
would be available for most classes of the people. 
Therefore the proper location and laying out of 
aerodromes was another of the engineer’s duties 
in the future. With regard to land transporta- 


‘tion, he admitted that railways often appealed 


to the esthetic feelings of the architect, and 
rightly so since many abortions had been 
allowed under the claim of utilitarian and 
necessary railways. He also admitted that 
many of these abortions had been perpetrated 
by engineers, but was equally satisfied that some 
of the greatest benefits to mankind were due to 
the skill, inventive genius and foresight of many 
of these same engineers, and few would cavil at 
many of their designs. What more beautiful 
brick arch could be observed than the magnifi- 
cent single-span over the Thames at Maidenhead, 
and many of the viaducts designed by railway 
engineers harmonise with the surrounding 
country in a manner which would have been 
thought impossible when the design was first 
prepared ; but should the engineer not have had 
any architectural training, it must be admitted 
that at times he might allow the utilitarian 
aspect to overshadow the zsthetic, in lieu of 
the two working together in perfect harmony. 
Whilst all recognised the town-planner should 
have architectural knowledge, it was essentially 
imperative that the rudiments of engineering 
should be studied, and no engineering problem 
of any magnitude should be dealt with without 
some expert advice. It would be considered 
farcical for an engineer to be called in to design 
a cathedral; likewise if should be considered 
equally unwise to call in an architect or surveyor 
to design a water supply or sewage scheme, a 
light railway system, a harbour, or other engi- 
neering work. Undoubtedly, the ideal town 
was only obtained by the three professions 
working in close collaboration and harmony, and 
without that professional jealousy which they 
as town-planners, had tried to eflectively bury. 

In conclusion, Mr. Willis devoted attention 
to the matter of heating, and said he realised 
that hot-water or steam heating was not the 
final solution, since the cost of renewing or, 
alternately, cleaning small water pipes, radia- 
tors, &c., would have to be borne in future, and 
the apparent saving in the present was not the 
actual saving in reality. There were further 
difficulties in regard to central heating, viz., 
the proper installation of the pipes and channels 
for providing accessibility to same for the whole 
of the routes from the central heating station. 
Whilst he had not actually heated a number of 
houses on this principle, he had carried out 
heating systems of this kind for large institutions 
with many detached buildings at varying 
distances from the main source of heat, and he 
recently heard of a case of a swimming bath 
being heatea by surplus steam from a destructor 
upwards of a mile away. If the central heating 
principle was to become un fait accompli in the 
immediate future, he would recommend that 
steam be the conveyor of heat to all buildings 
within a radius of a quarter of a mile. This 
would necessitate small “calorifiers”” in every 
house, and the measuring of such heat so that 
waste of same could be checked and prevented. 
It was no uncommon experience for an inspector 
to find hot water taps leaking or left running, 
and the luxury of daily hot water baths should 
also be paid for. On these lines, he was of 
opinion that a partial system of control heating 
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could be adopted and made efficient at reason- 
able cost, but he still thought it would take 
years to educate the public to appreciate ang 
adopt the scheme in its entirety, viz., to heat 
the whole house by means of radiators. The 
delivery of hot air had not given genera! satis. 
faction when used for heating domestic buildings 
but in certain classes of factories requiring large 
volumes of air this system was probably the 
best. He believed the time was not far distant 
when electricity would be the probable source 
of heat for all domestic and public buildings, 
and such heat would be obtained from atmos. 
pheric electricity, in which case coal for the 
purpose of domestic heating would be but little 
used, except by the conservative individual 
who revelled in radiant heat and _ the 
bright fire. To obtain these improvements, 
they must have research. Coal-mining for 
other purposes, such as gas, dye and chemical 
industries, would still continue, but much more 
hygienic and sanitary methods of heating would 
be evolved long before the end of the present 
century. 

On the motion of Major Rosevear, seconded 
by Mr. Carr, a vote of thanks was passed to the 
author of the paper. 

Mr. Raymond Unwin, F.R.I.B.A., urged that 
several matters in regard to town-planning 
schemes required reconsideration in the light 
of new conditions as to the cost of work. He 
asked if such consideration had been given to 
the cost of providing a duplicate system of 
drainage as compared with having the single 
system and treating all sewage at the disposal 
works. Then, in regard to roads, he was not 
at all sure that width was not now being cut 
down unduly in consequence of the high cost of 
road construction. As to central heating, he 
had been advised by engineers that it was better 
to have water than steam when distributing 
over a wide area. 

Mr. A. P. Cotterill called attention to the 
delimitation study of determining the origin 
of the sites of towns, and said this was governed 
in the majority of cases by the facilities for 
obtaining a water supply. ‘The water question 
was very important in town-planning, for the 
fuller requirements foreshadowed nieant_ in- 
creased supplies. At present there was a 
great waste of fuel, and if baths were installed 
in the million new houses to be built it would 
mean further waste, unless a new method of 
heating was adopted. 

Mr. A. F. Mirams (India) said he was one of 
those fortunate or unfortunate persons who had 
had to design complete towns, and he agreed 
as to the necessity of calling in experts. Nothing 
had been mentioned of the proposed central 
heating at Dundee. There they were going to 
try both the water and steam systems as an 
experiment. It was calculated that hot water 
could be supplied for about 4s. per week per 
house, and they could imagine what a saving 
of coal that would be. As to water supply, he 
was shortly proceeding to Aden to deal with 
the development of the town, which had no 
rainfall at all. ; 

Mr. ‘Willis, in reply, said the question of 
sewage disposal systems depended on several 
factors. Where pumping was involved, the 
duplicate system was the best, but in gravita- 
tion schemes it was possible and sometimes 
even cheaper to have a single system. As to 
the cost of roads, they would have to alter their 
whole outlook on prices for it was now almost 
impossible to estiniate. They sent a scheme 
to the Government Department and _ before 
an answer was received the wages had gone up. 
He knew of Mr. Thompson’s scheme for ventral 
heating at Dundee, but he still thought steam 
was better if it was to be carried more than 
200 yards. 


— 


A Village Institute. 

On Saturday. last week a village institute, 
built at a cost of £1,100 as a memorial to the men 
of the village who had fallen in the war, was 
opened at Aldbury, near Tring. The hall anda 
marble tablet bearing the names of the dead were 
designed by Mr. Paul Waterhouse, F.R.1. B.A. 
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HOUSING AND TOWN-PLANNING NOTES. 





Housing Lectures at Bournemouth. 


Tux eighth lecture of this series, by Mr. W. 
J. M. Thomasson, dealt with schemes for heating 
and lighting from a central power station on 
the housing site, the cost of these services being 
covered by a small addition to the weekly rent. 
At a new garden suburb near Glasgow, he said, 
the whole of the ,domestic services were depend- 
ent upon electricity, but the cost would gener- 
ally be too great for the worker's home. Messrs. 
G. N. Haden & Sons had kindly sent particulars 
of a scheme for supplying 2,000 houses with 
heating, hot water, and electric light and 
power. Electricity would be produced, both 
for cooking and lighting, at less than one penny 

r unit, and all waste heat from the electric 
plant would be utilised for heating water, the 
combination of services making for economy. 
A committee of tenants had determined the 
weekly saving per house in gas and coal, and 
this sum represented a contribution amply 
sufficient to cover the cost of plant and working 
expenses. A site with a slight fall, economical 


. for drainage, would also prove suitable for a 


district heating scheme, and the mains might, 
with accelerated circulation, be carried to the 
distance of a mile. Hot water would be sup- 
plied at 140 deg. Fahr., and with properly 
covered mains the drop in temperature was 
very small. The daily output was estimated 


at 25 gallons of hot water per house, and 100 , 


super feet of radiating surface per cottage were 
allowed. A communal wash-house could be 
provided in connection with the power station. 
Against the cost of the heating plant must be 
set the saving of fittings in the individual 
houses. In a large scheme this saving wotld 
almost cover the expenditure, but even in 
smaller schemes, where the cost per house was 
proportionately greater, the scientific utilisation 
of fuel would effect great saving, whilst 
further economies could be made by collecting 
and burning rubbish from the houses. The 
management of new garden colonies and their 
organisation for work and for social life must 
be in capable hands. Such organisation would 
do much to brighten the dullness of village life. 
Greater comfort in the home and a common 
interest in the home-town would go far in 
banishing the present spirit of unrest. 


The Use of Local Materials. 


At the recent annual dinner of the Dundee 
and District Master Builders’ Association, the 
decision of the Town Council to use brick in 
connection with its housing schemes was 
strongly criticised. Mr. Patterson, the Presi- 
dent, said that Dundee was in a stone district, 
and was within one mile of a quarry which 
could have supplied all the necessary stone. 
Stone could be obtained at 16s. per ton, whereas 
bricks cost £1 11s. 6d. per ton, ‘and houses 
could be built much more cheaply with stone. 


Trade Unions and Housing. 


A scheme for the reduction of the cost of 
living, circulated at the Trade Unions Congress 
last week, included a clause to the effect that the 
rents of the new houses to be built under the 
Government scheme should be fixed at a level 
not higher than the rents now prevailing for 
tinting houses, that a national housing loan 
: launched, and that the capital required 
or loeal authorivies’ housing schemes should be 
am at a reasonable rate of interest. 
: gue that steps be taken immediately 

‘ _ etlectively to control the supply and 
— of all building materials, in order to 
. ante excess profit, and above all that the 
nd for such houses should be acquired by the 


State so as to avoi B r 
State id the burden of heavy ground 


a Bromley. 
— Gunton and Gunton, of Finsbury 
se, Blomfield-street, E.C., have been 
= architects in connection with the 
sing and garden city scheme at Bromley 


(Kent), 


Edinburgh. 


A report relating to the reconstruction of 
houses in congested areas in Edinburgh has 
been prepared by Mr. J. Horsburgh Campbell, 
Director of Housing. The report deals with 
83 separate sites formerly containing 956 
houses, now all condemned and closed. Upon 
reconstruction there will be from 200 to 300 
houses, and all of them will have more accom- 
modation than the old houses, which were 
mostly one-roomed. Part of the work of 
reconstruction is now proceeding. The Director 
urges the need for expedition with regard to 
the work both in the inner and outer belts, 
and he emphasises the impossibility of clearing 
the slum areas until reconstructed or new houses 
are provided for the inhabitants. 


New Forms of Construction. 


The Standardisation and Construction Com- 
mittee of the Ministry of Health has approved 
the following methods of construction for 
cottages :— 

Mr. B. Scruby, The Art Statue Co., Harlow, 
Essex.—A machine for making either concrete 
blocks or building a concrete wall in situ, 
either solid or with a 3 in. cavity. 

Mr. F. Hall, 5, Ashdown, Uckfield.—A hollow 
concrete block which forms the two thicknesses 
of a cavity wall, the block being cast with two 
galvanised iron wall ties in the centre of each 
block. By the use of this block both leaves 
of a cavity wall are built simultaneously. 

Unit Construction Co., 246, High Holborn, 
W.C.1.—The ‘“ Beckwith” concrete block. 
This block is designed to obtain a continuous 
cavity in a wall 9in, thick over-all, and to 
obviate the necessity of using metal wall-ties. 
Each concrete block is 18 in. by 9 in. by 24 in. 
thick, with a concrete lug projecting from the 
centre of the block, which coincides with a 
similar lug on the inside block and forms the 
necessary tie to the wall. The construction of 
this lug provides for a continuous cavity. 
There is no direct course for water to percolate 
through the wall. 

Mr. E. 0. C. Howell, Raglan-street, Coventry. 
—Howell’s construction. A system whereby 
the frame-work of the house is built with 
reinforced concrete stanchions and beams, the 
spaces being filled in with two thicknesses of 
2 in. concrete blocks, with an air cavity between 
them. The upper floors are constructed with 
reinforced concrete beams with concrete slabs 
over, the floor being finished with a jointless 
composition flooring. The roof can be con- 
structed with reinforced concrete or of timber 
in the usual manner. 

A. A. Byrd & Co., 50, Cannon-street, E.C.— 
“*Metaform ” system of shuttering. A system 
of shuttering whereby a solid concrete wall 
with a vertical damp course between the inner 
and outer faces can be built rapidly. The wire 
ties, which are used as distance pieces for the 
forms, are left in the wall, and serve as ties 
between the two thicknesses of concrete on each 
side of the vertical damp-course. 

Winget, Ltd., 25, Victoria-street, S.W.1.— 
The “‘ Winget ”’ concrete block and slab-making 
machines of various designs for making semi- 
dry concrete under pressure. 


Wooden Houses. 


Mr. F. C. Wade, Agent-General for British 
Columbia, in a letter to the Times last week, 
advocated the production of wooden houses 
in mass. If mass production can be applied 
successfully to the erection of steel buildings, 
it can be much more easily adopted for producing 
thousands of houses in a minimum of time. 
“To begin with,” he says, ‘‘ artistic designs are 
made and carefully worked out by architect 
and builder. The same plans can be used many 
times over in multiplying houses for different 
districts, and they are so numerous that they 
need not be duplicated in a single district. 
The expenses ‘of architects’ services have 


already been incurred and are spread over so 
many buildings that they become nominal, 
if they do not disappear. When once the plans 
have been completed and the machinery 
adjusted for a house, a number can be turned 
out as easily as one. ‘The tenth house of the 
same design is as beautiful as the first, but as 
they are built almost automatically and_with 
duplicated parts, the cost is very greatly reduced. 
The immense amount of necessary cutting and 
sawing in ordinary work is saved. A waste of 
18 per cent. on lumber cut on the handsaw plan 
is avoided. The buildings are cut to fit, so that 
the purchaser does not lose an inch in waste 
material. One-third of a carpenter’s time is 
required under the old system in measuring, 
cutting, and sawing. ‘This is saved. There is 
no ‘waste pile’ due to faulty specifications, 
expense or delay in sending for material that 
had been overlooked. There are no ‘ extras.’ 
There is no expense in freight or transport for 
shipping or hauling what is unneeded. The 
house arrives, in ‘knock-down’ shape, a 
finished commodity, with all the parts marked 
ready to put up, and skilled labour is not needed 
for its erection.” 


Poplar. 


The Housing Committee of the Borough 
Council proposes to apply to the London 
County Council for sanction to a loan of £100,000 
for the purpose of its three housing schemes. 


Bermondsey. 


A Beautification and Public Amenities 
Committee is to be appointed by the Bermondsey 
Borough Council. Among its duties will be 
the care and acquisition of open spaces, the 
planting of trees and shrubs in public streets, 
the improvement of waste spaces, the cultiva- 
tion by agreement with landlords and tenants 
of forecourts and front gardens, the provision 
of boxes and plants for window gardens, and the 
promotion and encouragement of shows and 
competitions. The provision of winter gardens 
and entertainments comes within the reference 
of the committee, which will also deal with the 
regulation of advertisements, and the prevention 
of unsightly erections, refuse dumps, &c. 


Birmingham. 


A deputation from the Birmingham Building 
Trades Employers’ Association recently waited 
upon the Housing Committee of the City 
Council to endeavour to arrange the price 
at which the members of the association should 
build a certain number of houses within the 
next twelve months. A basis price was arrived 
at, which will be reported to the Ministry. 
The deputation assured the Housing Committee 
that, subject to the Committee finding suitable 
sites, they felt they were justified in saying that 
the members of the association would under- 
take to build 1,500 houses within the next 
twelve months. 

The first of the six houses which are being 
erected for the Birmingham Daily Mail at 
King’s Norton, and on which work was com- 
menced on November 10, was completed on 
December 5, the tenants moving in next day. 
The house was erected in twenty-three actual 
working days. ‘The work is being carried out 
by Mr. H. M. Grant, of Birmingham, and the 
contract fixes the approximate price of the six 
houses at £5,400. If the total cost to the 
contractor exceeds £4,909 (being the sum 
which when a 10 per cent. bonus is added 
produces £5,400), then the builder is to be paid 
the total cost plus the 10 per cent. bonus upon 
the £4,909, but no bonus upon the amount by 
which the cost exceeds the last-mentioned 
figure. Should the total cost to the owner, 
including the 10 per cent. bonus, be less than 
£5,400, the contractor is to be paid a further 
bonus, equivalent to 20 per cent. of the difference 
between £5,400 and the actual cost to the 
owner. 


Richmond. 
The Town Council has accepted a tender 
for building workmen’s cottages at a cost of 
£1,115 each, to be let at 12s. 6d. a week. 
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WEEKLY HOUSING RETURN. 


The return issued weekly by the Ministry of 
Health states that new schemes submitted 
during the week ended December 6 numbered 
190. The total number submitted is now 7,469, 
comprising about 56,300 acres. The schemes 
approved now number 2,882, comprising about 
27,850 acres. Sixty-five lay-out schemes were 
submitted, and 64 approved during the week, 
making the total number submitted 1,764, and 
the number approved 1,038. House-plans 
representing 3,044 houses were submitted 
during the week and plans for 2,825 houses 
approved. The total number of houses repre- 
sented in the plans submitted is 70,275, and in 
the plans approved 55,127. Tenders for 15,967 
houses have been submitted, and approval 
given to tenders for 12,786. 

During the week, 19 local authorities made 
application for temporary war-service buildings 
to serve for housing accommodation. The total 
number of local authorities who have now made 
such application is 91. The Valuation Depart- 
ment of the Inland Revenue, acting on behalf 
of the local authorities had, by the end of 
November, successfully completed negotiations 
for the purchase of land in 1,553 cases. The 
area of the land is 8,792 acres. The amount 
provisionally agreed by the local authorities 
to be paid or the price asked was £2,193,851, 
and the amount finally agreed to be paid 
£1,625,455, a reduction of 25.9 per cent. 

Details of local authorities’ schemes dealt 
with during the wek are as follows :— 


Building Sites. 

Schemes Submitted—The number received 
from 69 local authorities was 186, comprising 
450 acres, and bringing the total to 7,395, 
covering approximately 53,700 acres. 


URBAN. ACRES. 
Carlton (2 sites) 43.88 
Oakworth 34.90 
St. Helens 20.00 
Chislehurst (2) 15.90 
Worcester .. i, 12.60 
Barnsley (2) 3 12.50 
Bedwas and Machen 12.50 
Bingley os d's «. 1.0 
Bacup, 6; Beccles, .34; Brownhills, 4 2 


Cannock, 6.94 ; Chertsey, 8.74 ; Colchester (1) 5 
Farnborough, .92; Ince-in-Makerfield, 5; 
Kempston, 2.5; Letchworth, 4.48; Melton 
Mowbray, 8.66; Ogmore and Garw, 3.47; 
Quorndon, .97 ; Saddleworth (2), 6.07; Slough 
(1); Tickhill, 6.64; Tottington, 2.4; Wem, 
5.03. 


RvuRAL. ACRES. 
Hereford (27 sites) .. my 46.90 
Chown (4) .. we ‘ 20.10 
Wakefield 12.17 
Witney (6) .. 11.39 

10.25 


Gower (19) .. 

Biggleswade (2), 3.71; Blandford (2), 1.19; 
Blything (6), 5.25; Brixworth, 3.25; Bromley, 
1.06; Cuckfield (3), 8.84; Devizes, .75; 
Dunmow, 1.5; East Kerrier (3), 2.25; Kast 
Kerrier (1); Faringdon, 1.66; Flaxton (7), 
8.48; Forehoe, 1; Goring, 2; Gower (6); 
Hartley Wintney, 3 ; Hoo, 1 ; Marshland (2), 6; 
Midhurst (2), 1.32; Newcastle-in-Emlyn (11), 
3.71; Newmarket, 2.5; Newport Pagnell (2), 
2.75; Oswestry (5), 5.25; Oundle, 1; Peter- 
borough, .6; Rugby, 4.68; Sevenoaks, 3.63; 
Shardlow (3), 5.43; Stoke-on-Trent, 2.38; 
Stratford-on-Avon (7), 4.43; Tenterden, .75; 
Ticehurst (2), 3.5; Tonbridge (3), 8.58; West- 
bourne, .5; Westhampnett, 2; West Lan- 
cashire, 5; Wilton (2), 2; Wing (1); Wood- 
bridge (4), 3.6; Wrexham (4). 

Schemes Approved.—The number of schemes 
approved was 200, bringing the total to 2,857, 
comprising about 27,225 acres. The schemes 
newly-approved are as follows :— 


URBAN. ACRES. 
Sheffield o% - 470.00 
Bishopstoke . . x 73.96 
Newcastle-under-Lym 73.27 
Ebbw Vale .. . 56.50 
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Croydon 46.43 
Bromley 33.00 
Stanley 31.50 
Northwich 29.00 
Alfreton <a 26.44 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. . 24 .25 
Birkenhead .. : 14.54 
Royston 12.25 
Darton 11,54 
Skegness 10.78 
Audenshaw .. 10.64 
Runcorn 10,25 


Bedwas and Machen, 6.30; Brownhills (2), 


6.5; Diss, 4.56; Ely, 2.25; Flockton, 1.75; 
Islington (2), 5.82; Keswick, 7.71; King’s 
Lynn, 9; Matlock, 8.07; Newport Pagnell, 
1.25; Oxford, .32; Rugby, 2.57; Tenterden 
(3),4; Thame, 1.5; Whitchurch, 4.39; Wok- 
ing, 9.50. 
RURAL. ACRES. 
Valley (30 sites) .. ; 53 .06 
Bromley (6) .. a ae 30 .67 
Bingham. tue 19.98 
Farnham (12) 16.44 
Dartford (2) 15,00 
Biggleswade (6) 14,05 
Easington .. °° .. 13 .85 
Marshland .. es sa 11,30 
Wimborne and Cranborne (11) 11,01 
= 10.16 


Forehoe (3) .. ; - *, 
Abingdon, 1.67; Amersham (2), 2.2; Ash- 
bourne, 1.57; Bakewell, .68; Basingstoke, 1 ; 
Bath, .5; Battle, 1; Branston (2), 9.08; 
Buckingham, 1.5; Chorley, 2; Darlington, 2; 


TDaventry (2), 2.98 ; Devizes (7), 8-02; Dorking, ° 


1; Easingwold (2), 6.87; East Grinstead, 1; 
East Retford, 1; Ely, .6; Erpingham (2), 2.23 ; 
Eton, 1.5; Foleshill (2), 7.75; Fordingbridge, 
1; Hemel Hempstead, 3.2; Henstead, .75; 
Highworth, 1; Hitchin, 2; Hollingbourne (7), 
4.09; Kettering (2), 3; Kingsclere, 1.67 ; Lich- 
field, .6; Llandaff and Dinas Powis, .82; Lod- 
don and Clavering, .5; Long Ashton, .75; 
Maidstone, 2.92; Market Harborough, .79; 
Newhaven (2), 1.9; Newport Pagnell, .52; 
Pontefract, 2.5; St. Austell, 4.02; Salisbury, 
1; Samford, 1.64; South Westmorland (2), 
1.7; Tendring (2), 4.25; Thakeham (3), 3.52; 
Ticehurst (4), 3.26; Tisbury, 1.5; Ware, 3.62 ; 
Wem, .5; Wilton (2), 2; Wing (2), 1.64; 
Wisbech, 2.57; Wokingham, .85; Woodstock 
(3), 5.58 ; Wycombe, 1.7; Yeovil, .89. 

County Counciis.—Hertford (3 sites), 1.49 ; 
Huntingdon (2), 1.9. 

Lay-Outs. 

Schemes Submitted.—Sixty-three schemes were 
submitted by 44 local authorities, bringing the 
total to 1,722. The new schemes are as follows : 

Ursan.—Alderley Edge, Ashton-under-Lyne, 
Baildon, Chertsey (2), Esher and the Dittons, 
Hampton, Hornsea, Letchworth, Manchester, 
Milford Haven (2), Northampton, Saddleworth, 
Wandsworth, Wells-next-the-Sea, Weston-super- 
Mare. 

RuraLt.—Amesbury (4 sites), Banbury, 
Chelmsford, Crowmarsh, East Ashford, Ely (5), 
Fordingbridge, Gloucester, Hardingstone (4), 
Holywell, Loddon and Clavering, Maldon, 
Malling, Market Harborough, Marshland (5), 
Melbourn (2), Melford, Newmarket, North 
Witchford, Romsey (2), St. Albans, Shardlow, 
Tendring (2), Thame, Wellington, Westhamp- 
nett, Witney, Woodstock. ; 

County Counci.—Huntingdon. 

Schemes A pproved.—The following 62 schemes 
promoted by 34 local authorities, were approved, 
bringing the total{to 1,013 :— 

Ursan.—London County Council, Baildon, 
Bedwas and Machen, Bicester, Cheadle and 
Gatley, Desborough, Llanfrechfa Upper, Lough- 
borough, Malton, Middlesborough, Mountain 


Ash, Pontypool, Saddleworth, Swansea, 
Worthing. 
Rurat.—Banbury, Bourne, Chapel-en-le- 


Frith, Chelmsford, Crick, Depwade, Frome (4), 
Headington, Hemsworth, Henstead (2), Melford, 
Northampton, St. Faith’s, Tendring, Welton 
.(22), Wincanton, Wisbech, Wycombe. 
County Councit.—Huntingdon (4). 
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House Plans. 


Schemes Submitted.—Schemes _ representi 
3,044 houses were submitted by 57 loca! authori- 


ties. The total submitted represent some 
67,800 houses. The new schemes are as 

follows :— . 
Ursan.—Alfreton, 40 houses; Baildon, 70; 


Blackpool (2 schemes), 490; Briton Ferry 


26; Cheadle and Gatley (2), 74; (helten. 
ham (part scheme), 40; Chertsey (2), 14g. 
Eston (part), 40; Gloucester (part), 50: 
Hartlepool, 35; Kettering, 95; Leeds (part), 


13 ; Letchworth, 54 ; Lichfield, 24; Mountain 
Ash, 244; Mynyddislwyn, 300; Newbury, 32; 


Newecastle-on-Tyne (part), 426; Pantex (part), 
28; Presteign (2), 12; Wandsworth, 49 
Wells-next-the-Sea, 24. 

Rvurau.—Banbury, 4; Bradfield, 10; 
Chelmsford, 12; Chepstow (part), 98; Crow. 
marsh, 6; Durham, 66; East Ashford, 12; 


Ely (5), 18; Fordingbridge, 12; Godstone (2), 
14; Hardingstone (4), 20; Hemsworth (part), 
20; Henstead, 4; Holywell, 20; Huntingdon, 
6; Loddon and Clavering, 4; Maldon, 16; 
Malling, 20 ; Marshland (5), 28 ; Melbourn (2), 
12; Melford, 8; Newmarket, 12; North 
Witchford, 4; Romsey (2), 14 ; Rotherham, 68; 
St. Albans, 18; Skipton, 16 ; South Westmor. 
land, 28 ; Spalding (part), 50 ; Tendring (2), 12; 
Wellington, 8 ; Westhampnett, 20 ; Witney (10), 
58; Woodstock, 4. 
County Councitr—Huntingdon (4), 19. 


Schemes Approved.—Schemes _ representing 
2,582 houses were approved. The total ap- 
proved represent 53,830 houses. The schemes 
newly approved are as follows :— 


Ursan.—Baildon, 70: houses; Bedwellty 
(part), 634; Blackburn (part), 26; Blackpool 
(2), 490; Bury, 68; Cheadle and Gatley (3), 
104; Cheltenham, 10; Cheltenham (part), 40; 


Chertsey (2), 146; Desborough, 20; Eston 
(part), 40; Gloucester (part), 50; Kettering, 


95; Kingston-upon-Hull (part), 132; 
(part), 13; Lichfield, 24 ; Loughborough, 28; 
Newbury, 32; Oxford (part), 12 ; Paignton, 52; 
Panteg (part), 28; Poole, 15; Rothwell, 14; 
Saddleworth, 16; Taunton (part), i4. 


Rwurat.—Banbury, 4 houses ; Belvoir {2), 8; 
Bourne, 4; Brackley (2), 24; Bradfield, 10; 
Chelmsford, 4 ; Chepstow (part), 98 ; Cookham, 
6; Crick, 2; Depwade, 2; Durham, 73; 
Grantham, 4; Hemsworth, 54 ; Henstead (3), 
12; Hertford, 6; Melford, 8; St. Faith’s, 8; 
St. Ives (part), 2; Spalding (part), 50; Tend- 
ring, 6; Wallingford, 10; Wisbech, 4. 


Country Counci.—Huntingdon (3), 10. 


A Proposed Housing Loan. 


At a conference of local authorities in the 
Greater London area, held at the Royal Society 
of Arts, on Monday last; a resolution was 
passed that a national housing loan be forth- 
with inaugurated, and that the requisite 
advances be made to all local authorities, 
irrespective of their rateable value. It was 
decided to urge the Government to ascertain 
how far unnecessary building was interfering 
with the provision of houses, with a vere 
empowering local authorities to withhol 
sanction to such building, to ensure that 
houses should not be built below the standards 
of the Government ‘“ Manual,” and to take 
drastic action on the question of the production 
and supply of building material and transport. 


Yorkshire. 

At a meeting of the Yorkshire Federation of 
Master Builders at Leeds, last week, a resolution 
was unanimously passed pledging the members 
of the Federation to do all they could to assist 
in the housing schemes, and particularly 
the scheme which has recently been put forwa 
by the Ministry of Health in regard to a 
prices with the Federation, the Federation 7 
responsible for a certain number of houses, @ ; 
the local authorities entering into « contra 
with each separate contractor. 
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THE TRADE UNIONS CONGRESS. 


At}the special Trade Unions Congress held — 


in London last week, a resolution was carried 
deferring the decision as to the steps to be 
taken by the unions to compel the Government 
to accept what they term the majority finding 


of the Sankey Commission as to the nationalisa- . 


tion of the mines to a further Congress to be 
held after Parliament has met in February, 
put, in the meantime, it was resolved to initiate 
propaganda throughout the country on the 
subject under the auspices of the Parliamentary 
Committee, the Miners’ Federation, the Labour 
Party and the Co-operative Party. No objec- 
tion can be taken to political propaganda on 
constitutional lines, but some of the speakers 
appeared to hint at industrial action if the 
political propaganda was not successful. There 
is some confusion in the minds of trade unionists 
as to what is intended by nationalisation. 
They call the Government scheme the setting 
up of national trusts, and Mr. Smillie told the 
Prime Minister that miners would prefer the 
pre-war conditions to those proposed by the 
Government. The Labour Party is as dis- 
contented as anyone with the kind of control 
exercised by the Government during the war, 
and yet one of the resolutions passed at this 
special congress called for “the complete 
national ownership and control of land, mines, 
minerals, railways, shipping, and other means 
of transport.” 


Mr. Brace, as reported in the 7'tmes, explained 
the scheme for nationalisation of the mines as 
follows: “‘The miners proposed that the 
mines should be operated by the people who 
knew best, by a union of labour by the hand 
and with the mind. The miners’ proposals for 
pit committees, district councils, and a national 
council, were based on that principle. The 
miners were prepared under their scheme to 
accept a minority representation on those 
bodies, and to give the consumer a voice in 
fixing the price of coal. They proposed also 
to set up a Ministry of Mines.” In the cam- 
paign that is to be inaugurated, it will be 
interesting to see what part is allotted to the 
State by this combine of trade unions in their 
programme of nationalising the various under- 
takings enumerated in the resolution referred 
to above. Also, in view of the fact that many 
trade unionists are in favour of direct action 
if political action fails, what assurance will 
be given to the electorate that these huge com- 
bines, when once they have control of the 
necessary means of production and distribution, 
willnot lock out the public by resorting to strikes 
= ey any end they may set their minds to 
attain ? 


We welcome the political propaganda, as 
when the unions come face to face with the 
electors some clearly defined programme must 
be put forward, and the vague generalities of 
the usual Congress resolutions will no longer 
suffice. But we do urge the working classes to 
walk circumspectly, and not to put everything 
into the melting pot at the same moment. 
The country is making a wonderful recovery, 
and the latest figures as to imports and exports 
are especially re-assuring as they: show that 
the exports are increasing and the great gap 
Which exists between exports and imports is 
gradually, if not rapidly, being bridged over. 
This disparity between imports and exports 
18 a8 important to the nation as a whole as the 
disparity which occurs to the private individual 
between his expenditure and his receipts— 
the cost of living and the wages he receives. 
The wonderful recovery the nation is making 
will soon become apparent in a lessening of the 
- of living and a cheapening of all the means 
°F production, and a real prosperity thus at- 


tained will enable wages on a high scale to be’ 


really earned and paid out of profits instead 
of as at present being paid out of capital. 

The “wait and see” policy has much to 
recommend it now that peace is near; a 
little patience and the country will show its 
natural strength and bear fruit for all, but a 
series of quack remedies applied at this moment 
—untried systems, State interference, labour 
interference—can only endanger the future. 
The strongest patient would succumb if even 
the very best doctors were called in successively 
to practise on him without any regard to 
previous treatment or the constitution of the 
patient. So it is with the country; it is con- 
valescent, but cannot do a full day’s work 
yet and requires good food and rest. 

Nothing will delay the recovery of the country 
more than the hurried application of all sorts 
of nostrums; ill thought-out schemes for 
nationalisation of this or that, Government 
control and municipal control of the other. 
This country has been one of the most pros- 
perous, and the recovery of the last few months 
has been on well-tried lines, and shows it has 
abundant vitality. There may be room for 
improvements as regards the various sections 
of the community, and we welcome the dis- 
cussion of well thought-out schemes; but what 
has to be avoided is the dislocation of the whole 
machine before any improvement has really 
been devised or tried by limited experiment. 
We warn the trade unions from being like the 
dog who dropped his bone to secure its reflection 
in ‘the water. Let us deal with actualities 
and avoid the mirage. 

We have referred to the improvement in the 
economic condition of the country during the 
past few months, but how much better would 
those conditions have been if 30,957,000 working 
days had not been lost in the first nine months 
owing to trade disputes, and how much of the 
unemployment the trades unions require to be 
met by the State is due to this cause? The 
text to be preached from at the moment is, 
avoid scrapping well tried machinery for new 
untried inventions which at present exist only 
on paper; avoid disputes with the resultant 
lock-outs and strikes, and—advance gently. 


tin 
*——-¢ 


THE ACQUISITION OF 
LAND ACT. 


THE President (Mr. W. Waite Sanderson, of 
Newcastle-on-Tyne) was in the chair at a 
meeting of the Auctioneers’ and Estate Agents’ 
Institute, held in London, when Mr. Sydney A. 
Smith, F.A.L, F.S.L, read a paper on “ The 
Acquisition of Land (Assessment of Compensa- 
tion) Act, 1919.” 

Major Barnes, M.P., who took part in the 





discussion on the paper, remarked that he felt 


strongly on the provision in the Act dealing 
with value, particularly as regarded the clause 
that special suitability or adaptability should 
not be taken into. account under certain con- 
ditions in assessing compensation for land 
acquired. The clause was one upon which 
learned counsel would probably find a very 
profitable field in which to explore, and in Mr. 
Smith’s paper there were one or two references 
to the clause which showed that an amount of 
difference of opinion, at least, might arise on it. 
The clause might be read very widely or very 
narrowly. He thought a great deal would turn 
upon the words “ special suitability or adapta- 
bility,” as had always been the case, and which- 
ever way one looked at the clause a great deal 
of difference might arise as to the compensation 
offered. He was perfectly certain that, whoever 
else was going to suffer by the operations ofthis 
Parliament,, however long it\ continued, - sur- 
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veyors would not suffer. Everything they 
dealt with in the House of Commons affected 
property. They were continually taking pos- 
session of somebody else’s property, and 
transferring it to the State or somebody else, 
and, of course, in matters of that sort, questions 
of compensation and value arose. The con- 
clusion he had come to as a result of their 
operations was that they would impoverish 
everybody else but the surveyors, who would 
probably remain, when everybody else had 
been extinguished, the sole owners of all the 
property in the country. 

The President said he believed the question 
of ‘“‘ market value” specified in the Act would 
be a stumbling block in many cases in the 
future. He hoped further light would be 
given on the question because he felt it was one 
of the most important subjects in the whole Act. 


—— +> + —— 


MR. LLOYD GEORGE ON THE 
HOUSING SCHEME. 


In his address to the conference of repre- 
sentatives of the Building Trades’ Industrial 
Council at the Central Hall, on Tuesday, Mr. 
Lloyd George said there were five essentials 
to house building: (1) Sites—500,000 site 
schemes were in hand; (2) cash—the cost of 
labour had increased by 95 per cent. and 
materials by 110 per cent.; (3) materials— 
he hoped it would be possible to remove the 
restrictions on materials by January | next; 
(4) transport—the detention of wagons by 
traders was largely responsible for the transport 
difficulty ;. and (5) labour—he recommended 
that facilities should be given for men to learn 
the building trade, and that the output be 
increased ; there would be no unemployment 
in the industry for a generation, owing to the 
large arrears of work. After a general appeal 
to employers and employees to help in the 
provision of houses, he said that they wanted 
not jerkiness, jumpiness or fault-finding, but 
co-operation. 

In the discussion which followed, Mr. 
Anderson complained of the difficulties of 
transport, and pointed out that the whole- 
hearted co-operation of builders could not be 
expected when they were held up to execration 
as profiteers. 

Mr. W. Bradshaw (Building Trade Opera- 
tives) said the trade unions had no rules framed 
for the purpose of keeping down output, but 
they would not permit dilution of labour. 

Mr. Kennedy suggested that a permanent 
representative of the building trade should be 
appointed to the Industrial Council in ‘place of 
the one who “has died.”” There was great 
laughter, however, when Mr. E. J. Brown, 
who is the present representative, arose and 
testified to the fact that he was still alive. 

In reply, Mr. Lloyd George said that the 
real obstacle was the high cost of materials. 
The Government levelled no charge of profiteer- 
ing against the builders. The subsidy had not 
been offered to private builders before because 
the Government felt’ that State assistance 
should first be offered to municipalities. The 
public had to be convinced that it was necessary 
to take a step which had never been taken in 
the history of this country. 


_——_ - 


Employment of Disabled Men. 

Under the. Ministry of Labour’s national 
scheme for the employment of disabled ex- 
Service men, the Dunlop Rubber Co., Ltd., 
gave an undertaking, in conjunction with the 
tyre manufacturing industry generally, to 
include in its personnel 3 per cent. of such men, 
based on its total establishment, both male 
and female, including juveniles. Actually the 
proportion now employed by the Company is 
at least 5.8 per cent. of the total. 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING - TRADE. 


THE following are the present rates of wages in the Building Trade in the principal towns of England and 
Wales. It must be understood that, while every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, we cannot be responsible 
for errors that may oecur :— ’ - rs a 





























Cc Masons’ Brick- Plas: 
Brick- rok Pias- Plum- |p layers’ terers 
Masons. penters, Slaters. ainters; La- La- 
layers. Soiners. terers. bers. AN a 
PARTE os covets 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/8§ | 1/5§ 1/6§ 1/53 
Somme” soso vor | vol we; wer! ier| aye | 1/8. 1/581 /548 
Altrincham ...... 1/108} 1/105} 1/103} 1/103} + 1/20§} = 1/108 , 1/63—1/64§ 
Ashton-under-Lyne 1/103 1/10§ 1/103 1/103 1/105 1/103 1/103 1/63~1/6$§ > 
Barnsley ....---- 1/7§ 1/78 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/7§ | 1/48 1/43 1/43 
Barrow-in- Furness 1/105 1/10§ 1/10} 1/105) 1/105 1/10 1/10$ 1/6§~1/64§ 
i anes 1 /8§ 1/8§ 1/8$ 1/8 1/83 1/83 1/83 | 1/5§ = 3/5§ 1 / 5$ 
BAN icaseosseeve 1/6§ 1/6§ 1/ 6§ 1/6 1/68 1/6§ 1/6§ | 3/48 1/48 Af 
DUNE. cccecoas 1/64§| 1/648) 1/6458] 1/6$§} 1/638] 1/648) 1/548 1/34§  1/3$§ 1/348 
Birkenhead ...... 2/-$ | 2-3} 2/-4 2/- 2/*+ 2/-§ 2-3 | 3/48 1/448 1/448 
Birmingham .... 1/10§| =1/108} = /108} ~, 1/108} = 5 1108 1 /10§ 1/.9§ 1/78 W7§  A/7s. 
Bishop Auckland 1/9}§ 1/94§ 1/948 1/94§} 1. 945 1/94s) 1/9498]. 1/58§ —1/58§ 1/538 
Biackburn ....+. 1/95 | - 1/9} 1/95 1/9§ 1/93 1/ 93 1/93 1/5$—1 /59§ 
Blackpool ........ 1/9§ 1/9§ 1/9§ 1/9§ 1/9§ 1/9§ 1/93 1/5§-1/54§ 
BOG vecccoceses 1/10$ 1/10$} 1/10§ 1/105 1/105 1/105 1/10§ : 1/63-1/64§ f 
Bournemouth .... 1/6§ 1/6§ 1/6§ 1/6§ 1/6§ 1/6§ 1/5§ } 1/238 1/298 1/238 
Beadford  ..cccese 1 /e§ 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/8§ 1 /o$ 1/88 1/88 1/58 1/53 1/58 
Bridgwater ...... 1/4§ 1/4§ 1/4§ 1/4§ 1/48 1/4§ 1/48} 1/2§ = 1/2 1/23 
Brighton .....ee6 1/6§ 1/6§ 1/6§ 1/6§ 1 63 1/63 1/5§} 1/88 4/88 1/383. 
OS eee 1 /8§ 1 /8§ 1/8§ 1/5§ 1/85 1 /2§ 1/83 1/53§ =1/5$§ = 1/543 
EE OE ES 1/93 1/93 1/9} 1/93 1/95 3/95 1/93 _-1/5§-1/54§ 
Burton-on-Trent .. 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/ 7§ 1/7§ 1/73 1/6s | 1/45 1/48 / 45 
UN ck ciiss.cone oe 1/108 1/10§ 3/103 1/10§}, 1/105 1/108 1/ 1g 1/6§-1/64§ 
Cambridge .....- 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/5$§| 1/348 1/38§ 1/388 
Curdil ..ccceeees 1/8§ 1/8 1/83 1/8§ 1/83 1/83 1/83 1/53 1/53 1/5: 
Chatham ..cececs 1/6§ 1/6§ 1/*§ 1/6§ 1/6§ 1/6§ 1/48 1/3§ 1/3§ 1/3§ 
Chelinsford ....e. 1/ 4§ 1/4§ 1/4§ 1/4§ 1/48 1/48 38) A/ds A/S 1/48 
Chettenham .....-. 1/65 1/65 1/6§ 1/65 1/6§ 1/7§ 1/6§ 1/48 fds 1/48 
Chostet..csccecece 1/93 1/93 1/9} 1/93 1/9: 1/98 1/9§ 1/5$ -1/538 
Chesiertleld ...... 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/88 1/85 1/3§ 1/8§ 1/5§ 1/5§ =: 1/5§ 
Colchester sees 1 113 114 1/- 1 1/- 9} 34 8 8 
Coventry ...cscee 10s} 1/95] 1/98 | 1.99} Fis] I/o$] 1/88 | 1/68 1/0$ I/-8 
SRN. Fs bedbised 1/75 781 1/75 1/7§ 1/73 1/78 1/78 a. we 
Dariinutou ...... 1/998] - 1/948] 1/948] «17 9hS] «1 /94S) = 1/988] 1/988] U/5RS ASRS 578 
TE - codeopebne 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/8 1/3§ 1 /8§ 1/998] A/78 ] I/S8 1/58 °§ 
Doncaster .. cece. 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/7 1/78 1/78 i/7§ 1/78 1/4§ 1/48 1/48 
DMidley .esecccees 1/73 1/73 1/73 1/7§ 1/78 1/7§ 1/6§ | 1/48) 1/48/48 
Durham.....-.- ry 1/948 1/948 1/945 1/94$$ 1/948 1/94§ 1/948} 1/53§ 1/52§ = 
Kast Glam. ao : : 3 ; ¢ ; 8s 1/5$ 1/53 13 
Mom Valleys. | 85] 1/85] 1/85 | ayes] 88) Aes] 1/85] 5S pin 
SO Ose e 1/5§ 1/5§ 1/5§ 1/5§ 1/5§ 1/5§ 1/48} 1/3§ 3/38 138 
Volkestone ...ee. 1/45 1/35 1/35 1/35 1/28 1/33 1/zg] 1f/-§. Af-§, Af-3. 
Gloucester ...ee. 1/63 1/6§ 1/08 1/6 1/6§ 1/63 1/58 | 1/3§8 1/398 1/383 
Grantham ...66. 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/i8 1/7§ 1/78 1/6§ 3/48 1/43 1/43 
ee See see 1/1145 1114] 1/114$| 1/1148] 1/2298} 21-$ | 1/2048) 1/83 1/8§ 1/3 
cL ee /85 1/83 1/8} 1/8§ 1/83 1/83 1/33 | 1/58 = 1/53 [5. 
Great Yarmouth ,. 1/2§ 1/28 1/2§ 1/25 1/2 1/2 1/148) 11§ 1i§ 11s 
Guildford ........ 1/6§ 1/6§ 1/6§ 1/6§ 1/6§ 1/7§ 1/5§ | 1/38 = 1/38 et 
BARE . Ds cedeee 1/8§ 1/38 1/88 1/88 1/3§ 1/88 1/8§ /5§ 1/58 138 
Harrogate .....+ 1/7§ i/7§ 1/78 1/78 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/7 | 3/48 4/48 1/43 
Hartlepools ...... 1/ 94§ 1/948 1/948 1/948 1/945 1/945 1/94§ yeas fog by ht 
Hastings ......6. Wh) 1/38} 1/88] 1/38 | 1/38 1/38| 1/28 | 1/-3. 4/- a 
Hereford .....06 1/6$ 1/6§ 1/6§ 1/6§ 1/6§ 1/6$ 1/5§ | 1/348 1/3$§ 1/348 
jiudderstield§ .... 1/8§ [38 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/83 1/8§ 1/zs 1/5§ 1/5§ 1/8 
WED sc ivbscccee ° 1 /8§ 1 /8§ 1 /8§ 4 /8§ » 183 1/8§ 1/88 | 1/5§ ie 1/53 
Apawich ..cccececce 1/348 1fsis 1/335 1/48 1/48 1/449 1/28 1 i/l 1/18 
Lancaster ......-- 1/9§ 1/9§ 1/9§ 1/9§ 1/9§ 1/a§ 1/98 1/53-1/548 
Leamington Spa .. 1/38 1/7 1/78 1/73 1/78 1/75 1/6s | 1/48 = 1/48 1/48 
THES. osccicodoes 1/8 1/3 1/38 1/8 1/8§ 1 /8§ 1/38 1/5§ 1/58 1/58 
Leicester .....0+6 1/9§ 1/9§ 1{9§ 1/9§ | 1/98 1/9§ 1/8§ | 1/68 Ifo§ 1/68 
Lincoln ..cccccces 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/3§ 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/5§ 1/5§ 1/a 
Liverpool ....ees 2/-5 2/-s| 2/-§| 2-3 | 2/-8 -§ | 2fmx | 1/888 4/885 1/848 
Lianclly  ....0eee 1/88 1 /8§ 1/88 1/8§ 1 /8§ 1/8§ 1/3§ } 3/58 1/53 H he 
London ......0+¢ » | L/LIRS} 1/1198) 1 /L0R§ 1/1148 _- 2/0) | 1/1098; 1/8§ 1/88 He 
Loughborough .... 1/33 1/88 1/88 /3§ 1/8§ 1/88 1/7§ | 158 1/53 {53 
ERED vccvsedevs 1/645|  1/6gs} 1/698 17648] 1/648} 1/648] 1/548) 1/348 a/ais 1/548 
ee cocece 1/68 1/63 1/6 1/6 ue, Hp Ol 1/53, 1198 gs ious 1/38 
anchester ...... 1/10$ 1/10 1/1 1/10 1/lv ap 
Mansileld ........ 1/8§ tht 1 ag 1/35" 1/85 1/38§| 1/7§| 1/58 1/d§ 1/58 


Merthyr Tydfl .. 1/83 8 1/8 1/3§ 1/8§ 1/83 | 1/53 1/68 = 3/53 
Middlesbrough .... +P Were iors ons 1/945 hots 9 § HH 1/53§ 1/538 
Newcastle-on-Tyne 1/948) 1/988 140} ; W/59f 1/533 
Newport, Mon..... | 1/81 | fay) 17a; | fay] 1/85] ss] 18h] Se TBR ABE 















































Northampton .... 1/8§ 1/8 1/8 1/8 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/7§ | 1/5§ - 1/58 i 
Norwich ........ 1/58 hee We 1/8, 58 | 1/5§) 1/48 weg ae 
Nottingham ...... 1/93 1/98 1/9§ 1/9 1/98 1/9§ 1/8 / 1 a % § 
Oldbam  ...e.eee 1/103} . 1/103} 1/108) 1/108) 1/10§) 1/10§) 1 /10§ B/G f ' 1/25 
os Gipsoggegn 1/5§ 1/5§ | 1/5§ 1/5§| 1/58] 1/58] 1/4] 1/28 1/28 1/545 
Plymouth ........ 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/3§ 1/8§ 1/8§ 1/8§ ifs 154s 1/588 1/5 
Pontypridd 222.2. 1/85} i/ag] 1/8] 1/8§ | 1/83 | 1/85] BR] 15S BR 
Portsmouth 2.2... 1/48} 1/48] 1/48] sas | s48 | 1/88] 1/38] 1/08 / ‘but / 
Preston ...ceesece 1/98 1/9 1/9§-) 1/9§ 1/9 1/93 1/98 Nath’ ‘ 1/488 
Reading.....+.e0s 1/7§ 1/7 1/7 4/798) 1/7 1/7§ 1/545} 1/438 /41 bing 
Rochdale ........ 1/103) = 1/20§) = 1/208] = 1/205) 1/105) 91/208) 1/105 he 1/3§ 
Rochester ........ 1/65] 1/65| 1/65] 1/88} 1/8) | 1/68} 1/58) 1/88 SEA 
MEME. gicccecece W7§] 7s] Te] PTH] ATE] UTE] APR] AME PRE TH 
St. Albans ....4. 17s { 7h} l/h | 7h | 78 | ATE) 1/6 1/34§ 1/348 

St. Helen's °..... 1/108} 1/108] 1/105} 1/208] + /108| 1/108] 1/108 ee anes 
Scarborough .... | 1/78 | 4/78 | 1/78 | 1/78 | 7S | ash | a7] 14 NAR 
Sheflield .....22. 1/838} 4/898] 1 7885] 1/048) © /048] 1/948] 8h | 58 s 1/45 
Shrewsbury ...... wry) 7s ay7e| ale | aay) 7H) 185 1/4 et, a yees 
Southampton .... 1/68 1/68 1/65 1/6§ 1/6§ | 1/8§ 1/5$ | 1/248 2S Te 
oe ea vats ALS 1/748 ae 49 § thoes ei 1/5§ 1/5 / 754 3 
Southport ........ ; 1 1/9§ i i 

South Shields .... 1/948 i/o1s nye 1/948} 1/988} 1/218} = 1/948) 1/595 1/538 1/538 
Stockport os scceee 1/10§! = 1,10§ 2/108 1/108 1/10§} 1/108) 1/10§ 65-1) $$ 1/588 
Stockton-on-Tees fobs) 1/988 1/9a§ 1/94§} 1/938) 1/98§ 1/998) 1/535 wae 1/288 
Stoke-on-Trent. . .. 1/88 1/68 1/6§ 5/6§ 1/68 1/9§ 1/6§ | 1/248 Hf 1/345 
Stroud... -....+.4 1/65 | 1/6§.) 1/6§| 1/68} 1/6 1/65 | 1/548) 1/388 1/388 Ay et 
Sunderland * 22.227 2/945} 1/948] 17048] 1/948] 1/948] 1/95} 1/948] 1/58S TBE Te 
Swansea 1/33 1 /8§ 1/83 1 /8§ 1/8 1/8§ 1/83 | 1/55 syst 1/348 
Taunton 1/6; | 1/og} 1/63 | fos | 1fo5 | 1/63 | 1768] PSHE TERE THe 
Waketial 1/58 | 75s] 1/58 | 1/58] 1758 | 1/58] 1/58 | ASRS IRS ee 
wal efleld 1/38 1/8 } 1/8$§ 1/3§ 1/88 1/3§ : ue ist 
Walsall ae i 1/8 1/88 1/8§ 1/88 1/8§ 1/88 1/78 /5§ / at 
Wat Beni 1/105} 1/105] 1/10§| 1/105] 1/103 1/105, 1/105 1/05 OHS 165 
Wes romwich 1/95 | */ 95 1/9§ 1/9§ 1/9§ 1/9§ 1/8§ / 6 / 
Wigan -.seeee2. 1/103, 1/10§} 1/203] 1/205) 1/108] ~=—«:1/105| 3/205 UG (eis 
Windsor ........ 75 1/7 1/7§ 1/78 1/7§ 1/7§ 175 174g 1/48 < 
Woresitorsesess2- | ifm | te | tet | Ml te] | ile | aso ihe 
Worcester ........ 7 1/7 1/7 1/78 1/7 1/7 

a i/7¢ | 1/7§ ye Wee at 1/7§ 1/78 Wii ks OL, eee 





The Masons’ rate given is for bankers: fixers usually $d. per hour extra. * War bonus of 2s. per week granted: 
¥ War bonus ot 3s. per week grantea. 3 War bonus of 3s. 6d, per Week granted. {{ War bopus of os. per — 
Branted. {War bonus or 7s. 6d. per week granted. § These rates include the 12) per cent. bonus. te 
above rates, unless otherwise shown, are exclusive of 12} per cent. bonus.—ED.] 


NOTES FROM THE FOREIGN 
PRESS. 


Surface Area Proportioning of Concrete. 


' 5I this article the author carries the study of 
the surface erea method of proportioning con. 
crete a step further. He shows that in design- 
ing concrete any standard method used must 
consider the subject from two distinct stand. 
points—first, the chemical and physical pro. 
perties of the materials involved, and, second, 
the operations of mixing and making. The 
mixing and making, if correctly done, can 
negative all the attributes of the materials from 
which the mortar or concrete is formed. There 
are present two groups of forces which, under 
favourable conditions, tend to co-ordinate, and 
under unfavourable conditions tend to disrupt. 

It has been stated that the grading of the 
aggregate, and, in consequence, its surface area, 
influences the strength of the concrete only in so 
far that it fixes the amount of water required, 
but the author considers this cannot yet be 
regarded as conclusively proved. The author 
has carried out tests to ascertain the effect of 
the presence of sandy dust in mortar and con- 
crete mixtures. These tests show that in pro- 
portioning the cement content no allowance 
should be made for the surface area of dust 
material, and that the water allowance for 
moistening the dust is nearly equal per unit of 
weight to that required per unit weight of 
cement. In short, the dust is a dilutant of the 
cement, rather than a component part of the 
sand aggregate. The tests showed that the dust 
content should be limited to 5 per cent. by weight 
of the sand aggregate. 

In the laboratory testing of concretes, it is of 
vital importance that the water content of the 
mixes should permit without loss of water of the 
production of sound specimens, and so propor- 
tioned as to produce a uniformly strong cement 
matrix, and the cement content must be propor- 
tioned so that a uniform and equal quantity of 
matrix in relation to the surface area of the 
aggregate is produced. It has been found that 
concrete mixes containing a uniform broken- 
stone aggregate, and sand aggregates with sur- 
face areas varying from 1,830 to 2,490 «q. ft. 
per 100 lbs., and with cement contents varying 
by 4lbs. from 1 to 4]bs. per 100 sq. ft. of 
surface area of the total aggregates, are excellent 
for test purposes. 

The water content to moisten cement equals 
weight of cement x percentage of water re- 
quired to produce normal paste. The water 
required to moisten the surface area of the aggre- 
gate= 12 c.c. per 1,000 sq. ins., or 0.381 lb. per 
100 sq. ft. The same figure is correct for water 
required to moisten the dust, this being taken a8 
sandy material between 100 mesh and 200 mesh 
sieves. While sands of different types vary 2 
weight, they all have a common feature, 
namely, that a given volume of wet sand is 
lighter than the same volume of dry sand, 30 
that all tests and specifications should refer to 
dry sand when quoting sand volumes or weights. 
This is due to the bulking effect of moisture 0D 
sand, and in tests carried out by the author 
it was proved that the surface area of the sand 
particles is a direct function of the volume 
increases produced by varying the quantity of 
water. One per cent. of water was amply sufl- 
cient to coat thoroughly the surface of the sand 
particles. The bulking effect chiefly caused by 
the cohesive action of this moisture ranged f rom 
11 per cent. to 23 per cent. Saturation giving 
maximum volume occurred at from 5 per cent. 
to 7 per cent. water content, and flooding g'ving 
the same volume as dry sand occurred at 15 per 
cent. to 28 per cent. The volume did not 
decrease below this. (L. N. Edwards, Canadian 
Engineer.)—From the 7J'echnical Review. 





Messrs. C. Jennings & Co., Ltd., timber 
merchants, of Bristol, ask us to state that, 
owing to a breakdown at their printers, they 
have been unable to dispatch the catalogue 
for which a large number of our readers rs 
warded 1s. It is. hoped, however, that supp 
will be available’ before the end offthe yea" 
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PROPOSED NEW BUILDINGS AND OTHER WORKS.* 


Ln. these lists care is taken to ensure the accuracy of the information given, but it ma 

occasionally happen that, owing to building owners taking the responsibility of commencing ou 

betore plans are finally approved by the local authorities, Mig oy A works, at the time of 
T.C 


r 
and P.C. for Parish Conncil. 


BATLEY.—Negotiations are in progress between 
Batley T.C. and the Standing Joint Committee of the 
West Riding for the carrying out of the plans for the 
erection of a police station in the borough. 

BRISTOL.—The Justices have accepted the applica- 
tion of Mr. F. J. Price to convert the pump room of 
the Spa, Clifton, into a cinema theatre. 

BURNLEY.—Plans passed by T.C.: Garage in 
Plumbe-street, S. Smith & Sons; extension of garage 
at ‘“ Holme Hill,”” Coal Clough-lane, Mr. E. Wood; 
extension of brewery at Keighley Green, Burnley and 
District Clubs’ Brewery Co. ; extension of workshop in 
Kidrow-lane, Mr. J. H. Hughes; workshop in Leaver- 
street, Mr. A. Holgate. 

CAMPBELTOWN.—The T.C. have adopted a housing 
scheme for the burgh, involving the erection of 200 
houses. Three sites have been selected, viz.: (1) at 
Bellfield, Dalintober, approximate nun »er of houses, 
100; (2) at Stronvaar, approximate number of houses, 
60; and (3) at Castleacres, approximate number of 
houses, 50. Messrs. Clifford & Lunan, Glasgow, have 
been appointed architects of the scheme. 

CHELTENHAM.—Plans passed by T.C.: Alterations 
to premises, Hewlett and Brighton-roads, for the 
Gloucester Co-operative Society ; factory, Gloucester- 
road, for Smith’s Systems Co., Ltd. 

CHESTER-LE-STREET.—Plans for an addition’ to the 
Picture Hall, Low Chase, have been approved. 

CLYDEBANK.—The T.C. has approved of the report 
of the Streets and Buildings Committee to accept a 
tender of £10,630 for the erection of 13 houses on 
Kilbowie-hill, subject to the approval of the Scottish 
Board of Health. It has also been decided to get a 
report of the probable cost of wooden-frame houses of 
three, four and five apartments. 

CrosBy.—The Crosby Parish Church Building Com- 
mittee have decided to build a house for the assistant 
priest, on the site for the new parish church. 

DONCASTER.—Colonel T. C. Ekin, M.Inst.C.E. has 
held an inquiry, by order of the Minister of Health, 
into the Council’s application for sanction to borrow 
£40,000 for the extension of the electricity generating 
station. 

FOLKESTONE.—Work has commenced on the scheme 
initiated by Sir Philip Sassoon for the erection of a 
number of houses for the fishermen. There are to be 
sixteen self-contained cottages and four pairs of flats, 
giving twenty-four homes in all. The cottages will 
contain three good-sized bedrooms, a bath-room fitted 
with hot and cold water, and a comfortable-sized 
sitting room. There will be provision for the mending 
of nets. Mr. M. Hall is the builder ; and the architects 
are Messrs. Culpin & Bowers, Fish-lane, London, E.C. 

GIRvAN.—The T.C. has adopted the recommendation 
of the Housing Committee to accept the scheme pre- 
pared by Messrs. Hutton & Taylor for the erection of 
60 houses on the Glendonne estate, within the burgh, 
within three years, provided the Council has powers 
to let the houses at the best available rents. 

GREENWICH.—Applications approved by  B.C.: 
J. Perkins & Son, Ltd., works on the east side of Horn- 
lane; G. E. Weston & Sons, canteen and club room in 
Fairthorne-road ; South Metropolitan Gas Co., offices 
at the East Greenwich Works, Tunnel-avenue ; Dove 
Bros., warehouse addition to Rope Works, Anchor and 
Hope-lane,; G. E. Weston & Sons, drainage of Messrs. 
Johnson & Phillips, Victoria Works, Charlton; Mr. 
Harold Wilson, reconstruct drainage at 60, Shooters 
Hill-road; Mr. E. B. Wright, additions to drainage 
system of 13, St. John’s-park, Blackheath., 

HEaTON.—Mr. and Mrs. Henry Whitehead have 

offered to build a new men’s club in connection with 
St. Barnabas’ Church, Heaton, Bradford, in memory 
of their three sons who have died. 

,, LEWISHAM.—Plangs passed by B.C.: Additions, 

Dacres Arms,” for Messrs. Graham & Co. ; bank and 
caretaker’s house, High-street, Lewisham, for Mr. 
E. A. Stone; reconstruction of drainage, 43 & 45, 
Porthcawl-road, for Mr. C. Barker; alterations, 188, 
Rushey-green, for Mr. A. Sykes. 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.—The T.C. has accepted a 
tender for the erection of 100 houses on the Walker 
estate. The contract price was £91,751. 

New Romney.—Plans passed by T.C.: Two 
Wooden cottages, for Messrs. Ellis Brothers; altera- 
tions at the New Inn. 

PEMBROKE.—The U.D.C. have decided to proceed 
with « housing scheme, the cost of which is estimated 
7 *400,000. Mr. George L. O’Connor, Mr. T. F. 
MacNamara and Mr. F. Hicks have been appointed 
ces ; and Messrs. Beckett & Metcalfe, and 
eg Morris & Kavanagh, as quantity surveyors. 

‘ve hundred new houses are to be built. 


PLYMOUTH.—Plans passed by T.C.: Mrs. Pitman, 


sadition to kitchen, ‘‘ Dunlewey,” Seymour-road ; 
i. ts: Willoughby’s (Plymouth), water-closets and 
~ vais, Central Foundry, Rendle-street; Marine 
Hone say ssociation, additions to laboratory, The 
j o : 5. B. Burch, dweiling-house, Underhill, Stoke ; 
Th: yer extension of gallery, Millbay Rinkeries ; 
Brw tford Brewery Co., new offices at the Bedford 
1, Wery, Alexandra-road, Mutley ; Mr. Rollin, cottage 
_ stable, top of Endsleigh Park-road; Plymouth 
pi. tative Society, Ltd., new stores rear of 4 & 5, 
“'ha-place, North-road; The Octagon Brewery Co., 


“See also our List of Competitions, Contracts, etc. _ 
eo , 


rs 


blication, have been actually commenced. Abbreviations:— 
Brban District Council ; R.D.C. for Rural District Council; E.C. for Education Committee; 
B.G. for Board’ of Guardians; L.C.C. for London County Council; B.C. for Borough Council; 





. for Town Conncil; U.D.C. for 





motor garage, Sawrey-street, Plymouth; the Pro- 
vincial Vaudeville Co., boxing gymnasium, Manor- 
street, Stonehouse ; Plymouth Properties, Ltd., exten- 
sion of gas engine room, Royal Hotel, Plymouth. 


PoPpLaR.—Plans passed by B.C.: Messrs. Fred & T. 
Thorne, store for Messrs. Browne & Tawse, Ltd. 
125 & 129, St. Leonard’s-street ; Clarke, Nicholls & 
Coombs, Ltd., additions at King’s-yard, Clarnico 
Works, Carpenters-road; A. G. Barton, office building 
at Messrs. Mallinson & Sons, Ltd., Remus-road ; 
Nestlé and Anglo-Swiss Condensed Milk Co., sanitary 
accommodation, South Wharf, St. Leonard’s-street. 


Port GLAsSGOW.—Plans have been passed for the 
erection of an ex-ray room and writing-room at Broad- 
stone Jubilee Hospital. 

PORTISHEAD.—Lieut.-Col. A. A. Crookshank, R.E., 
an inspector under the M.H., has held an inquiry in 
regard to the Council’s application to borrow £3,500 
for purposes of street improvement; and for the 
widening of Middlebridge, on the Bristol-road. 

RENFREW.—AS superiors of the ground concerned, 
Renfrew T.C. has granted permission to the firm of 
Messrs. Babcock & Wilcox to erect two blocks of wooden 
frame houses. The blocks are in cannection with the 
firm’s housing scheme, and are to be erected at the 
corner of French-street and Porterfield-road. 

ROTHERHAM.—Plans passed by T.C.: Templeboro’ 
Rolling Mill, Ekin-street, lavatories, &c.; J.8. & H. 8. 
Brittain, Howard-street, alterations and additions in 
the rear of existing business premises; R. Jenkins & 
Co., Ltd., 105 & 107, Wortley-road, internal alterations 
and additions; J. J. Habershon & Sons, Steel-street, 
workmen’s conveniences, &c.; Mr. E. H. Tinkler, 
Clough-road and Midland-road, shed, &c.; H. Garnett 
SS. Ltd., Effingham-street and Henry-street, paper 
store. 

SHEFFIELD.—Plans passed by T.C.: House, Storrs 
Hall-road, for Misses Svenen ; house, Falmouth and 
Barmouth-roads, for Mr. W. Bryars; two cottage 
homes, Hucklow-road, for Sheffield Guardians. 

STRETFORD.—Plans passed by U.D.C.: Additions 
to works, Lund-street, for the United Brass-founders 
and Engineers, Ltd.; motor works, &c., . Chester- 
field, for Messrs. H. & J. Quick; store, Praed-road, 
for the Associated Newspapers, Ltd.; Drainage for 
canteen, for the British Westinghouse Electric and 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; oil refinery, Praed-road, for 
the Falcon Oil Co.; motor wagon shed, office, &c., 
Westinghouse-road, for Messrs. Redpath, Brown & 
Co., Ltd.; cottage, Westinghouse-road, for Messrs. 
Redpath, Brown & Co., Ltd.; offices, works, &c., 
Westinghouse-road, for the British Alizarine Co. 

SwInpDoNn.—Plans passed by T.C.: Eighteen houses, 
County-road, for Mr. A. J. Colbourne. 

TAUNTON.—It has been decided by the T.C. to 
erect 500 houses. . 

WANDSWORTH.—Buildifig applications granted by 
the B.C.: Mr. T. S. Lock, re-drainage of 280, York- 
road, Fairfield; Messrs. Rawlings Bros., Ltd., altera- 
tions to drains, Brant House, Wimbledon Park-side, 
Southfield; Messrs. Burn Bros., re-drainage of 36, 
Elms-road, Clapham South ; Mr. G. W. Beattie (a) for 
additions to drains at 22, Dealtry-road, Putney, 
(b) for construction of new lavatory accommodation, 
&c., at the Royal Hospital for Incurables, West-hill, 
Southfield ; Messrs. F. & H. F. Higes, Ltd., extension 
to boiler house, County of London Electric Supply Co., 
Ltd., Fairfield; Messrs. Holloway Bros. (London), 
Ltd., additions to drains, Burntwood Grange, Burnt- 
wood-lane, w gry ext essrs. C. 8. Hasling & Sons, 
redrainage of 16, Thirlmere-road, Streatham ; Messrs. 
A. Joyner & Sons (a) redrainage of ‘‘ The pone ange 
Victoria-road, West-hill, Southfield, (b) erection of 
motor-house at 5, Luttrell-avenue, Putney ; Messrs. 
Chivers & Sons, building at the works of the Columbia 
Graphophone Co., Ltd., Bendon Valley, Springfield ; 
Mr. G. P. Banbury, engineer’s shop, &c., Messrs. Cow & 
Co., Factory-square, Streatham Common; Mr. W. R. 
Marks, additions at works of the Westminster Tool and 
Electric Co., 116, Putney Bridge-road, Southfield ; 
Mr. F. G. Minter, shop premises at 61, High-street, 
Putney; Mr. J. Sands, addition to Guild Room for 
Disabled Soldiers and Sailors, Franciscan-road, Toot- 
ing; Messrs. Stephens & Munt, additions to factory of 
Messrs. Cashmore, Bros., at 3, Grove-road, Balham ; 
Messrs. L. & W. Whitehead, Ltd., addition to Balham 
Hippodrome, Balham High-road ; Messrs. Bridge & Co., 
additions to the Ubique Laundry, Ltd., Lemuel-street, 
Fairfield ; Messrs. North & Robin and P. T. Wilsdon, 
cinema at. Venn-street, Clapham North; Mr. R. 
Bilham, garage at 15, Balham-grove, Balham; Mr. T. 
Humphreys, garage, 70, Brightwell-crescent, Tooting ; 
The Veritas Incandescent Mantle Works, additions to 
the Co.’s Works at 106, Garratt-lane, Fairfield ; 
Messrs. Holliday & Greenwood, Ltd., bank premises at 
145 & 147, High-street, Clapham South; Mr. J. T. 
Collings, store room at 103 & 105, Blegborough-road, 
Mitcham-lane, Streatham ; Messrs. J. H. Jenkin & Co., 
addition to ‘‘Glan Marteg,” North-drive, Streatham 
Park; Mr. W. Lowe, tennis pavilion at the Roehamp- 
ton Club, Roehampton-lane, Putney ; the St. Martin’s 
Preserving Co., additions to the Co.’s factory, Milton- 
street, Clapham North; Mr. F. J. Meech, erection of 
garage at 126, Trinity-road, Springfield; Messrs. 
J. D. Falkner & Sons, laundry in Union-road, Clapham 
North; Messrs. W. Kerr, Ltd., sanitary block and 
foundry at Albion Works, North-street, Clapham 
North ; Messrs. Mark W. King & Sons, collodion store 
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at the premises of the Welsbach Light Co., Ltd., 
Broomhill-road, Southfield; Messrs. ice’s Patent 
Candle Co., Ltd., addition to garage at 64, Lyford- 
road, Springfield; Messrs. J. Harvey & Sons, altera- 
tions to the Grove Garage, Princes-road, Southfield. 

WEYMOUTH.—Plans passed: Bungalow, Uliswater- 
crescent, Messrs. 8. Jackson & Sons, for Mr. J. Peters ; 
garage, ‘‘ Southcliffe,” Bincleaves-road, Messrs. 8. 
Jackson & Sons, for Major ©. R. Rudd; drainage, 
2, York-buildings, for Messrs. Jenkins & Hitt; altera- 
tions, 2 & 3, Coburg-place, Messrs. 8. Jackson & Sons, 
for Messrs. W. H. Smith & Son; vestibule, “ poner “i 
Roman-road, Messrs. Stone & Son, for Mrs. Benne’ t; 
alterations to cottage, Khartoum-road, for Messrs. 
Jesty & Baker; motor spirit store, Commercial-road, 
for British Petroleum Co., Ltd. ; extension, Cromwell- 
road, for Weymouth and District Co-operative mor ‘ 
building Princess Christian Hospital; garage, “ - 
dare,”’ Dorchester-road, Messrs. Jacksons & Son, for 
Mr. W. T. Wilkinson. 

FIRES. 


BIRMINGHAM.—A destructive fire has occurred in a 
large block of buildings in New-street, owned by Messrs. 
Sassons, household furnishers. 

PAISLEY.—Damage estimated at £4,000 has been 
caused by an outbreak of fire in the works of the 
Mechanical Retort Co., Mackean-street. 


—_ —-~ 
SS 


PATENTS. 


APPLICATIONS PUBLISHED.* 

134,375.—A. Mitchell: Walls fer dwelling 
houses and other structures constructed of 
concrete slabs. 

134,389.—Crittal Manufacturing Ce. and 
W. F. Crittall: Staircases. 

134,433.—E. M. Metcalfe: Draught excluders 
for use ‘with doors. 

134,447.—H. Ingle: Preparatien for re- 
moving rust from and preventing the formation 
of rust upon iron. 

134,448.—F. Dring and J. H. Bennett : 
General fixing bricks or blocks. 

134,450.—H. Archer: Means fer: alternately 
raising .and lowering a body or bodies especially 
applicable to pile drivers and drop hammers. 

134,463.—C. W. Boswell: Conerete building 
blocks. 

134,478.—C. 8S. Harris: Combined ladder and 
steps. 

134,494.—J. N. Goudie: Portablé hoists. 

134,508.—G. Wilks: Flushing cisterns. 

134,566.—G. Hutchinson: Supporting de- 
vices for wire fences. 

. 134,589.—J. H. Maxwell: Means or apparatus 

for forming dove-tailed slots or recesses in 
boards used in the manufacture ef wooden 
cases or boxes. 

134,591.—J. J. Blackburn: Construction of 
the framework and floors for buildings. 

134,598.—Harland & Wolff and A. Marks : 
Concrete. 

134,630.—W. Guest and H. Lenex: Con. 
structional steel and iron work. 

134,631.—E. A. Bellow: Hinges. 

134,656.—T. G. Propert, W. R. Brown and 
A-T. Woolford : Snap-lock for doors and gates, 
specially applicable to motor-car doors, 

134,658.—-L. Lowndes: Sash-line fastener. 

134,666.—F. Heath: Wall construction. 

124,415..-H. Gronroos: Process for the 
production of hard flooring or insulating slabs. 

134,681.—Sir J. I. Thornyoroft: Drawing 
boards. 

134,682: R. A. Cordner: Tables. 

134,703.—J. M. Jackson : Combined bath and 
lavatory. 

134,704.—E. Quillet: Machines fer making 
hollow bricks. 

134,754.—L. Denis :. Sawing machines. 

134,787.—C. J. Crapper : Dry sanitary closets. 

134,795.—T. Robinson : Means for connecting 
pipes to flushing cisterns. 


- ee 


In the conversion of 46 huts at. Heaton 
Park, Manchester, into 92 dwelling-houses, the 
city architect has adopted the Fiberlic wallboard 
for interior lining. Most of these houses will 
have three bedrooms, in addition to a living- 
room, scullery, and larder. 








* all these applications are now in the stage in whieh 
eonwen to the grant of Patents upon them may be 
made 
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COMPETITIONS, CONTRACTS, &c. 


For some contracts still open, but not included in this List, see previous issues Those with 


ap.asterisk (x) are advertised in this number. 


Contracts iv; Competitions iv; Public Appoint- 


ments 1; Sales, by Auction liv. Certain conditions beyond those given in the following infor- 
iwation are imposed in some cases, such as that advertisers do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any tender; that a fair wages clause shall be observed ; that no allowance will be made for 
tenders; and thaé deposits are returned on receipt of a bona-fide tender unless stated to the contrary. 


The date gwen at the commencement of each paragraph is the latest date when the tender. er the 
names of-those willing to submit tenders, may be sent in. 





SUILDING AND PAINTING. 


DECEMBER 19.—Braintree.—The Braintree U.D.C, 
invite tenders for the erection of the first 24 houses 
on Clock House Site, corner of Cressing-road and 
Chapel Hill, Braintree. 

DECEMBER 19.—Kirkburton.—HovusEs.—The U.D.C. 
invite tenders for the erection of six houses at Paddoek 
Kirkburton. Quantities of Messrs. Abbey & Hanson, 
Architects, 11, Cloth Hall-street, Huddersfield. 

DECEMBER 19.—Poplar.—HovsES.—The B.C. invite 
tenders for the erection of 15 houses on the Grove 
Park Estate, Bow. Quantities of the Borough Sur- 
veyor, Poplar. Deposit, £3 3s. 

DECEMER 20.—Chester-le-Street. — Houses. — The 
U.D.C. invite tenders for the erection. of 46 houses 
(which include possible npeets types) on the Bullion- 
lane site, Chester-le-Street. Quantities of Mr. J. Gray, 
Clerk, Council Offices, Chester-le-Street. Deposit, £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 20.—Malton—The Malton Urban 
District Council invite tenders for the erection of 
16 houses in 4 blocks, being the first portion of scheme 
for 58 houses. 

DECEMBER 20.—Plomesgate.—HovusEs.—The R.D.C. 
invite tenders for the erection of 6 pairs of houses at 
Snape. Quantities of the Architects, Messrs. Brown 
& Burgess, 9, Arcade-steet, Ipswich. Deposit, £1 Is. 

DECEMBER 20.—Renfrew.—Hovses.—The District 
Committee of the First or Upper District of the County 
ef Renfrew invite tenders for the erection of two blocks 
of cottages to be erected at Whitecraigs, near White- 
eraigs Railway Station. Quantities of Mr. Jas. A. 
M'Callum, District Clerk, 15, West George-street, 
Glasgow. Deposit £1 1s. 

DECEMBER 20.—Stafford.—Stafford Corporation 
invite tenders for the eonstruction of twenty-five 
houses to be erected on the Coton Field Estate, Stafford. 

DECEMBER 20.—Sutton Coldfield —Hovusrks.—The 
Council invite tenders for the erection of 104 houses. 
Quantities of the Borough Surveyor, the Council House, 
Sutton Coldfield. Deposit, £1 1s. 

DECEMBER 22,—Acton.—HovskEs.—The U.D.C. in- 
vite tenders for the erection of houses at Acton Wells. 
Quantities of Major F, Sadler, Engineer and Surveyor, 
Council Offices, Winchester-street, Acton, W. 3. 
Deposit £2 2s. 

DECEMBEG 22.—Aghalee (Co. Antrim).—ScHOOoL.— 
Tenders are invited for erecting Soldierstown new 
National School, near Aghalee, Co. Antrim. Speci- 
fication at Lurgan Post Office. 

DECEMBER 22.—-Amblecote.—HovsES.—The U.D.C. 
invite tenders for the erection of 24 dwelling-houses in 
Vicarage-road, Amblecote. Names to Mr. T. Glaze- 
brook, Architect, Stourbridge. Deposit £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 22.—Bodmin.—PAINTING.—The Corn- 
wall C.C. Standing Joint Committee invite tenders for 
external painting at the Assize Hall, Bodmin. Quan- 
tities of Mr. L. D. Thompson, County Surveyor, Truro. 

DECEMBER 22.—Carlisle—PAINTING.—The Carlisle 
Board of Guardians invite tenders for painting and 
decorations at the Children’s Home, Shap. Specifi- 
cations of Mr. George Armstrong, Architect, 24, Bank- 
street, Carlisle. 

DECEMBER 22.—Darlaston.—HOvsES.—The U.D.C. 
invite tenders for the erection of forty-two houses, 
drainage and site works. Quantities of Mr. C. W. D. 
Joynson, Lic. R.I.B.A., Buicroft, Darlaston. Deposit 
£2 2s 


DECEMBER 22.—Glasgow.—PAINTING:—The Cor- 
poration invite tenders for the painter work at Dalmar- 
nock Power Station. Specifications of Mr. W. W. 
Lackie, Electrical Engineer, 75, Waterloo-street, 
Glasgow. 

DECEMBER 22.—Glasgow.—HOUSES.—The Corpora- 
tion invite tenders for various trades in connection 
with the erection of two-story blocks of houses and 
cottages at Kennyhill and Riddrie Area No. 2. Speci- 
fications of the Director of Housing, 23, Montrose- 
street, Glasgow. 

DECEMBER 22. — Nottingham.— PAINTING. — The 
Guardians invite tenders for the internal cleaning 
and painting of the Mental Wards and Alexandra 
Ward, at the Infirmary, Bagthorpe, Nottingham. 

uantities of the architect, Mr. E. R. Sutton, 

-R.I.B.A., Albion Chambers, King-street, Notting- 
ham. Deposit, £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 22.—Rhymney.—HovsEs.—The U.D.C. 
invite tenders for the erection of 150 houses on the 
Nantmelyn site, and the laying out of the necessary 
roads, &c. Quantities of Mr. A. F. Webb, architect, 
Blackwood, Mon. Deposit £2 2s. for each schedule. 

DECEMBER 22,—Shipley.—ExTENSION.—The U.D.C. 
invite tenders for extensions at the Salt High Schools, 
Saltaire. Quantities from Mr. W. H. Dawson, surveyor, 
Somerset House, Shipley. 


DECEMBER 22.—Wakefield.—SuHop, &cC.—The Wake- 
field Guardians invite tenders for the erection of an 
engineers’ shop and builders’ work in connection with 
the installation of fuel economiser at the Union House, 
Park-lane, Wakefield. Quantities of Messrs. Simpson 
& Firth, Architects, Southgate-chambers, Wakefield. 

DECEMBER 22.—Westhampnett (Sussex).—West- 
hampnett R.D.C. invite tenders for the erection of 
five cottages at North Bersted. 


DECEMBER 22.—Westhampnett (Sussex).—West- 
hampnhett R.D.C. invite tenders for the erection of 
eight cottages in Hook-lane, Aldingbourne. 

DECEMBER 23.—Manchester.—CaR SHEDS.—The 
Tramways Committee invite tenders for :—(a) General 
builders’ work in connection with extension at Queens- 
road Car Shed, Cheetham ; (6) general builders’ work 
in connection with extensions at Princess-road Car 
Shed, Moss Side; (c) steel and cast-iron work in con- 
nection with extensions at Queen’s-road Car Shed ; 
and (d) steel and cast-iron work in connection wit 
extensions at Princess-road Car Shed. Quantities of 
Mr. J. M. McElroy, General Manager, Corporation 
Tramways, 55, Piccadilly, Manchester. Deposit 
£3 3s. each set. 

DECEMBER 23.—Wellingborough.—-FarM BUILD- 
1Ina@s.—The , U.D.C. invite tenders for the erection of 
a cowshed and wagon hovel, and for additions and 
repairs to the existing cottage and farm buildings in’ 
Waterworks-lane. Quantities of Mr. R. Stevenson 
Henshaw, Surveyor, “ Swanspool,” Wellingborotgh. 

DECEMBER 24,.—Blackpool.—PAINTING.—Tenders 
are invited for redecorating the Baptist Tabernacle, 
Blackpool. Specifications of Mr. F. J. Parsonage, 
23, Redcar-road, N.S., Blackpool. 

DECEMBER 24.—Towyn.—HOsPITAL.—Tenders are 
invited for the erection of a Memorial Cottage Hospital! 
at Towyn. Specifications of Mr. F. Howarth, 
L.R.1.B.4., Architect, Towyn. 

DECEMBER 26.—Derby.—PAINTING.—The Com- 
mittee of the Derby County Asylum invite tenders for 
the painting of two wards. Specifications from Mr. E. 
McWilliams, Resident Engineer of the Asylum. 

DECEMBER 27.—Banbury.—The Banbury R.D.C 
invite tenders for the erection of cottages in various 
districts. 

DECEMBER 27. — Bromborough. — HOvsES. — The 
U.D.C. invite tenders for the erection of 12 houses 
(type ‘‘ A’’) and four houses (type ‘‘ B’’) in Allport- 
lane, Bromborough. Quantities of Messrs. John 
Clarke & Son, architects, 34, Castle-street, Liverpool. 


Deposit, £2 2s. z 

k DECEMBER 27.—Hitchin——The Hitchin R.D.C. 
propose to erect 30 houses at Ickleford, and invite 
tenders for same. 

DECEMBER 29.—Blackburn.—HOvUsES.—The Hous- 
ing Committee invite tenders for the erection of 
24 cottages (types “‘W’”’ and “ X ’”’) on the Green-lane 
site, Cherry Tree. Quantities from Mr. A. T. Goose- 
man, Borough Engineer, Town Hall, Blackburn. 
Deposit £3. 

DECEMBER 29.—Buntingford.—The Buntingferd 
Rural District Council invite tenders for the erection 
of cottages in the following parishes: Great Hormead, 
12; Little Hormead, 12; Meesden, 6; Rushden, 8; 
Westmill, 6. ye 

DECEMBER 29.—Chichester.—HovsES.—The_ T.C. 
invite tenders for the erection of 26 houses in Chichester, 
Specifications, &c., at the City Surveyor’s Office, 
7, Lion-street, Chichester. 

% DECEMBER 29.—Fowey.—Tenders are invited for 
the erection of large motor garage at Fowey, Cornwall, 
for H. Paull, Esq. : 

DECEMBER 29.—Gloucester—The Council of 
Gloucester invite tenders for the erection of 27 houses, 
in six lots, in Bloomfield-road, Gloucester. 

DECEMBER 29.—Gower.—HOvsES.—The R.D.C. in- 
vite tenders for its housing scheme. Quantities of 
the Architect, Mr. Henry A. Ellis, 40 and 41, Castle- 
street, Swansea. Deposit £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 29.—Hemsworth.—HOUSES AND ROADS, 
&0.—The R.D.C. invite tenders for the erection of 
52 houses and road works at Acksworth; 42 houses 
and road work at Brierley ; and 78*‘houses and road 
work at Shafton. Quantities of Mr. T. H. Richardson, 
architect, Cross Hill, Hemsworth. Deposit £1 1s. 

DECEMBER 29.—Paignton.—HOUsES.—The U.D.C. 
invite tenders for the erection of the whole or a portion 
of the 52 houses to be erected on the housing site in 
Marldon-road. Quantities of the architect, Mr. F. W. 
ee Palace Chambers, Paignton. Deposit 

DECEMBER 30.—Ashton-under-Lyne.—REPamrs, 0. 
H.M. Office of Works invites tenders for the execution 
of ordinary works and repairs to buildings in its 
charge in the Ashton-under-Lyne district. Parti- 
culars of the Director of Contracts, H.M. Office of 
Works, Storey’s Gate., Westminster, S.W. 

DECEMBER 30.—East Grinstead.—HoOvusES.—The 
R.D.C. invite tenders for the erection of 14 houses in 
Hartfield and Whithyham. Quantities of Mr. C. 
Turton, architect, 6, High-street, East Grinstead. 
Deposit £3 3s. 

DECEMBER 30.—Haverhill—Orrices.—The West 
Suffolk Education Committee invite tenders for the 
erection of offices for the Haverhill Council School. 
Specifications of Mr. A. A. Hunt, County Architect, 
51, Abbeygate-street, Bury St. Edmunds. 

DECEMBER 30.—Lancaster——Post OFFICE.—H.M. 
Commissioners of Works invites tenders for the 
erection of a post office at Lancaster. Quantities of 
the Director of Contracts, H.M. Office of Works, 
Storey’s Gate, Westminster, S.W.. Deposit £1 1s. 

DECEMBER 380.—Panteg.—Hovusres.—The U.D.C 
invite tenders for the erection of 64 houses at Griffiths. 
town, near Ne rt, Mon. Specification of the Archi- 
tects, Messrs. omas & Morgan & Partners 23, 
Ge!liwasted-road, Pontypridd. 


\ 
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DECEMBER 30.—Petersfield (Hants.)—POosT OFricx. 
—The Commissioners of H.M. Works invite tenders 
for the erection of a post office at Petersfield. Quan- 
tities of Director of Contracts, H.M. Office of Works 
Storey’s Gate, Westminster, S.W. Deposit £1 1s. 

DECEMBER 31.—Bath.—Hovuses.—The Corporation 
anvite tenders for the erection of 10 houses at Dol- 
meads. Particulars of the Architect, Mr. A. J. Taylor 
M.S.A., 18, New Bond-street, Bath. : 

DECEMBER 31.—Cheltenham.—ADDITIONS, &c— 
The Education Committee invite tenders for the 
erection of a handicraft building, &c., at the Centrai 
School, and the erection of lavatories at the Gloucester- 
road and Worcester Park Schools. Specifications of 
Messrs. Chatters, Smithson & Rainger, architects, 
Cheltenham. 

DECEMBER 31.—Dewsbury.—TELEPHONE ExCHANGE 
—The Commissioners of H.M. Works invite tenders for 
the erection of a telephone exchange at Dewsbury. 
Quantities of the Director of Contracts, H.M. Office 
ro — Storeys Gate, Westminster, 8S.W. Deposit 

8. 

DECEMBER 31.—Malling : (Kent).—Malling R.D.C. 
invite tenders for the erection of 20 cottages on site 
in Norman-road, West Malling, Kent. 

DECEMBER 31.—Swaffham.—The Swaffham U.D.c 
invite tenders for the erection of 10 houses on the 
White Cross-lane site. 

_JANUARY 1.—Rugeley.—HOUSES.—The U.D.C. in- 
vite tenders for the construction of thirty-six houses on 
their Sandy-lane site. Quantities of Mr. W. E. Rogers, 
Surveyor, Rugeley. Deposit £1 1s. 

JANUARY 1.-Wisbech—Wisbech T.C. invite tenders 
for the erection of 40 houses in four pairs and 8 blocks 
of four. 

JANUARY 5.—Bedwellty——HovusEs.—The U.D.C. 
invite tenders for the erection of the following houses :— 
96 houses near Twyn-y-ffald, between Pengam and 
Blackwood ; 26 houses Bedwellty-road and Commin- 
road, Aberbargoed; 10 houses  Penylan-avenue, 
Argoed. Quantities of Mr. Dan. H. Price, Surveyor to 


the Council, Aberbargoed. Deposit £4 4s 

JANUARY 5.—Haverhill,—HOUSES.— The U.D.C. in- 
vite tenders for the erection of ten houses, Class B, 
at Wratting-road, Haverhill. Quantities of the 
architect, Mr. H. Brown Thake, 10, High-street, 
Haverhill. Deposit £2 2s. 

JANUARY 5.—Uxbridge—The Uxtridge wUrpan 
District Council invite tenders: or the erection of 
21 pairs of working class dwellings and for forming 
new road and sewers of site, George-street and Mon- 

e-road, Uxbridge, Middlesex. 

"ANUARY 7.—London.—The Guardians of West- 
minster Union invite tenders for alterations and 
additions to the Medical Superintendent’s House at 
their Infirmary in the Fulham-road, S.W. 

JANUARY 7.—Sevenoaks.—The Sevenoaks *R.D.C 
invite tenders for the erection of 24 houses and making, 
new road at Sundridge.in their Rural District. 

%*K JANUARY 9.—Henley-on-Thames.—The Commis- 
sioners of H.M.O.W. invite tenders for the erection of 
a new head post-office at Henley-on-Thames. 

JANUARY 9.—London.—The Coisimissioners of 
H.M.O.W. invite tenders for the extension of ihe 
Sorting Office at Walthamstow, E 

JANUARY 9.—London.—The Commissioners of 
H.M.O.W. invite tenders for the extension of the 
Telephone Exchange at Tottenham, N. 

JANUARY 10.—Salford—SaNATORIUM.—The Cor- 
poration invite tenders for the erection of a sanatorium 
at Nab Top, Marple. Quantities of the architect, 
Mr. John Cubbon, F.R.I.B.A., 42, John Dalton- 
street, Manchester. Deposit £2 2s. 

JANUARY 12.—Conway.—The Corporation of 
Conway invite tenders for the erection of houses in 
connection with their housing schemes A and C. 

JANUARY 13.—lIIkeston.—The Commissioners of 
H.M.O.W. invite tenders for the erection of a new 
Post Office at Ilkeston. 

JANUARY 14.—Ashby de la Zouch—The Ashby 
de la Zouch Council invite tenders for (1) the erection 
of 60 houses on Smisby-road site ; (2) construction of 
roads and laying sewers. 

* JANUARY 14.—Brighton——The Corporation vu 
Brighton invite tenders for the erection in brick of 
479 houses on the Moulescombe Estate, adjoining the 
North-Eastern boundary of the County Borough, 
and fronting on to the Lewes-road. 

JANUARY 14.—Manchester.—Tenders are invited 
for extensive works of alteration, sanitary, heating, 
lighting (electric) culinary installations, lifts (electric) 
works of decoration, &c., of the Manchester Hotel, 
Aldersgate-street, London, E.C., for Messrs. R. E. 
Jones, Ltd. 

JANUARY 16.—Darlington.—Homuie.—The Committee 
invite tenders for the erection of the Church of Eng- 
land Waifs’ and Strays Home, Darlington. Quan- 
tities of Messrs. Joseph Potts & Son, Architects, 12, 
Eldon-square, Newcastle-on-Tyne. Deposit £2 2s. 

No Dare’ —.Leek.— Hovustne SOHEME. — The 
U.D.C. invite tenders for street works, sewers, &c., 
for the development of their housing site on Abbott’s- 
lane and Buxton-road, Leek, and for the erection there- 
on of 242 houses. Quantities of Mr. W. E. Beacham, 
surveyor, Town Hall, Leek. Deposit, £2 2s. 

No Dats.—Sheffield.—Cirnema, &0.—Tenders are 
invited for the erection of a large cinema and cafe in 
Sheffield ; or for the heating and ventilating and re- 
inforeed concrete work. Names to Messrs. Gibbs, 
Flockton & Teather, architects, 15, St. James’s-row, 
Sheffield. aD 

%* No DaTE.—Staffordshire—Tenders are invited for 
the erection of new wing, gymnasium, dormitory, &e., 
at the R.A.O.B. Orphanage, G.L.B. Aldridge, Staffs. 

No DATE.—Stourport.—HovsEs.—The U.D.C. invite 
tenders for the erection of twelve houses. Names 
Mr. A. D. Capel Loft, Clerk to the Council, Stourport. 

%* NO DaTE.—Tarporley.—Tenders are invited for 
extensions to cottage hospital, Tarporley, Cheshire. 











| 


4 


T 


pe 


te 


Cou 

JS 
vite 
Trai 
tend 
Skir 

J 
MAT 
of r 
tend 
Trea 


* 
of L 
somé 
Hou 

JA 
Mat 
road 
from 
supe 

F 
—TI 
for t 
Vary 


of te 


to th 
Lond 


BN( 


DE 
Paris. 
Iron f 
the ne 
Hothi 
. DE 
invite 
Harb« 
other 
of Me 
Anne’ 

DEC 
invite 
steam 
gas pl, 
Works. 
the en 
Salop 

DeEc 
the C] 
driven 
Docks, 
Walte; 
Hall-c, 
£2 23 











DECEMBER 19, 1919. ] 


PURNITURE, MATERIALS, ete. 


DECEMBER 19.—Edmonton.—TooLts.—The Edmon- 
ton Education Committee invite tenders from makers 
for the supply of tools for the equipment of new 
woodwork centres. Lists of Mr. E. O. Taylor, Secre- 
tary, — Offices, Brettenham-road, Edmonton, 
London, N. 

DECEMBER 20.—Driffield—ROAaD MATERIALS.—The 
R.D.C. invite tenders for the supply of tarred slag, 
Whinstone, broken slag, and sea cobbles. Forms of 
tender of Mr. T. Casson Beaumont, Surveyor, Driffield. 

DECEMBER 22.—Atherton.—FIRE ENGINE, &C.—The 
U.D.C. invite tenders for the supply of a combined 
motor fire engine and fire escape. Particulars from 
Superintendent W. T. Duxbury, Fire Station, Atherton. 

DECEMBER 22.—Broadstairs—ROAD MATERIALS.— 
The U.D.C. invite tenders for 600 cubic yds. of crushed 


pebble for tay-spraying work. Form of tender of 
Mr. H. Hurd, town surveyor, Council Offices, Broad- 
stairs. 


DECEMBER 22. — Maidstone. — MATERIALS. — The 
Bridges and Roads Committee for the Kent C.C. invite 
tenders for 50,000 tons of broken road stone, 50,000 
tons of tarred macadam, 1,000 gallons of tar, &c. 
Specifications of the County Surveyor, Maidstone. 

DECEMBER 22.—Wangford.—SNow PLOUGHS.—The 
R.D.C. invite tenders for two snow ploughs. Mr. 
S. W. Rix, Clerk, Beccles. 

DECEMBER 23.—Edinburgh.—M ATERIALS.—The Com- 
missioners of Northern Lighthouses invite tenders 
for the supply of stores for the year 1920. Particulars 
esl the Superintendent, 84, George-street, Edin- 
burgh. 

DECEMBER 27.—Bexley.—MATERIALS.—The U.D.C. 
invite tenders for the supply of tar, highway materials, 
best glazed stoneware socketted pipes and best Port- 
land cement. Specifications of Mr. W. T. Howse, 
Surveyor, Council Offices, Bexley Heath, Kent. 

DECEMBER 27.—Silsden.—FIRECLAY GooDs.—The 
(ias Committee invite tenders for the supply of fireclay 
and silica goods required during the next season at 
their works. Form of tender of Mr. M. Driver 
engineer, Gas Dept., Silsden. 

DECEMBER 29.—St. Pancras.—MATERIALS.—The 
Highways, Sewers and Public Works Committee 
invite tenders for road and other materials. Particulars 
of Mr. Wm. Nisbet Blair, M.Inst.C.E., borough engineer 
Town Hall, Pancras-road, N.W. 1. : 

DECEMBER 30.—Beccles.—ROAD MATERIALS.—The 
T.C. invite tenders for granite. Specification of Mr. 
C. L. Hanby, borough engineer, Beccles. 

DECEMBER 31. — Chester. — MATERIALS. — The 
Cheshire County Council invite tenders for the suppl 
of granite macadam and chippings, tarred material, 
p poe pou gg to f*4 for -— year. Forms 

e r. W. Holland, n 
Castle, Chester. ee oe owe 

DECEMBER 31.—Wrexham.—ROaD MATERIALS.— 
The Derbyshire C.C. invite tenders for road materials 
and tar spraying. Particulars of Mr. E. W. Jones, 
County Surveyor, Eastern Division, Wrexham. 

JANUARY 5.—Halifax.—MATERIALS.—The C.C. in- 
vite tenders for stores and materials required for the 
Saar Ny nee during one =. Forms of 

i rom the Tramwaye Enginee ’ 
Skireoat-road, Halifax. 7 a 

JANUARY 7, 1920. — Easthampstead. — Roap 
MATERIA is.—The R.D.C. invite Sendens for the supply 
of road material (broken and unbroken). Forms of 
tender from the surveyor of highways, Mr. J. R. 
lreadwell, Council Offices, Bracknell. 

*& JANUARY 15.-Lambeth.—The Metropolitan Borough 
of Lambeth Council invite tenders for the erection of 
some or all of 139 dwellings to be built on the Holderness 
House Estate, Knight’s-hill, West Norwood. 

JANUARY 17, 1920.—Weston-super-Mare.—ROAD 
MATERIALS.—The Somerset C.C. pe tenders for 
ed _ — oa rolling. Forms of tenders 

Mr. Edward Ste: y yey: y - 
po. hl ad, county surveyor, Weston 
_ FEBRUARY 2, 1920.—Madras.—STONEWARE PIPES. 
pe ie Corporation of Madras, India, invite tenders 
he supply of English stoneware pi and specials 
arying from 4in. to 18 in. interval diameter and 
2 Eeeating a total length of about 67 miles. Forms 
: er of Messrs. James Mansergh & Sons, agents 
Io é Corporation, 5, Victoria-street, Westminster 

ndon, S.W. 1. Fee, 5s. per set. ; 


ENGINEERING, IRON AND STEEL. 


DECEMBER 19.—Westwell.—FENCE The W 
) f 19.—" -—FENCE.—The Westwell 
— Council invite tenders for the erection of an 
~ ee a come 200 yards 3 in length, with gate, for 
ound. .H. B. Fo c 
Hothile, Ashford, Kent. pat sianais 
. DECEMBER 22,—Belfast.—P1PING.—The Cor i 
ya 2, - NG.— ration 
_— tenders for the supply and erection at the New 
= our Power Station, Belfast, of steam, water and 
~ _ pipe nam — —— “J.” Specifications 
Messrs. ece, Cardew, Snell i 
Anne’s Gate. Westminster, s.W. “g ee 
in UECEMBER 26.—Wem.—WATERWORKS.—TheU.D.C 
— enders, in two contracts, for taking out existing 
a a P _ and providing and fixing complete suction- 
ad ~ engine, pumps, meters, &c., at their water- 
egal reston Brockhurst, Salop. Specifications of 
4 ‘gineers, Messrs. Geo. Riley & Son, Wellington, 


Salop. 
DECEMBER 30,—G 

t Tel et 30.—Glasgow.— PumpPs.—The Trustees of 

rete Navigation invite tenders for electrically- 
ee pumps for Nos. 1, 2, and 3, Graving 

Walter B ido Glasgow. Specifications of Messrs. 

Hall-court os & Co., Consulting Engineers, 3, Salters’ 

£2 95. » Vannon-street, London, E.C. 4 Deposit 
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DECEMBER 31.—Aboukir, t.—PUMPING INSTAL- 
LATION.—The Egyptian Ministry of Pubiic Works 
invite tenders for the supply and erection of a pumping 
installation at Aboukir. Specifications of Sir A. L. 
Webb, K.C.M.G., Queen Anne’s Chambers, Broadway, 
Westminster, 8.W. Price 10s. 

_ DECEMBER 31,—Wallasey.—CRANE.—The Corpora- 
tion invite tenders for the supply at the Gas Works of 
3-ton steam travelling crane with grab, 4ft. 8}in. 
gauge railway. Particulars of the Engineer, Mr. J. H. 
Crowther, at the Gas Works, Limekiln-lane, Wallasey. 


ROAD, SANITARY, AND WATER 


WORKS. 


% DECEMBER 22.—Billericay.—Roaps.—The R.D.C» 
invite tenders for the widening and diversion of road 
and remedying landslide at Dunning-lane, Childer- 
ditch, near Brentwood, Essex. Specifications at the 
Council Office, High-street, Billericay. Deposit, £1. 

DECEMBER 22,—Kidderminster.—Roaps, &c.—The 
Council invite tenders for the laying of about 125 yards 
of 9 in. sewer and the making up of a roadway in con- 
nection with the housing scheme. Particulars of Mr. 

’. W. E. Harlow, Borough Engineer, Town Hall, 
Kidderminster. 

DECEMBER 23.—Enfield.—Enfield U.D.C. invite 
tenders for the erection of three sanitary conveniences 
in certain recreation grounds in their district. 

DECEMBER 24.—Swinton.—SEWERS.—The Swinton 
and Pendlebury U.D.C. invite tenders for the construc- 
tion of brick sewers, concrete tube sewers, stoneware 
and pipe sewers, and other works in connection there- 
with. Quantities‘of Mr. Henry Entwisle, Surveyor, 
Council Offices, Swinton, Manchester. . 

DECEMBER 27.—Cambridge——TARk SPRAYING.— 
The C.C. invite tenders for surface tarring of about 
150 miles of main roads. Particulars of Mr. J. E. 
Blackwall, county surveyor, County Hall, Cambridge. 

DECEMBER 27.—Chesterfield.—R Oavs, &¢.—The Cor- 
poration invite tenders for the construction of new 
streets and sewers in connection with the Boythorpe 
Housing scheme. Quantities of the Borough Engineer 
and Surveyor, 2, Gluman-gate, Chesterfield. 

DECEMBER 27.—Salisbury.—Roaps, &c.—The T.C, 
invite tenders for construction of sewers, roads, «c., 
also for erection of a boundary wall or fence for one 
pertion of their housing scheme. coe oe of Mr. 

y. J. Goodwin, City Engineer, Municipal Offices, 
Salisbury. Deposit £1 1s. 

DECEMBER 29.—Torquay.—ROADS AND SEWERS.— 
The T.C. invites tenders for the construction of roads 
and sewers in connection with the housing scheme at 
Westhill Estate. Quantities of the Borough Engineer 
and Surveyor (Mr. H. A. Garrett), at the Town Hall, 
Torquay. Deposit £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 30.—Birmingham.—SEWERS.—The Pub- 
lic Works and Town Planning Committee invite tenders 
for the construction of sewers on and adjoining the 
Pineapple Farm Estate, Lifford; and at Witton-road 
and Manor-road, Witton; together with incidental 
works. Quantities of Mr. Herbert H. Humphries, 
city engineer, the Council House, Birmingham. De- 
posit, £2. 

DECEMER 31.—Romford.—SEWER.—The R.D.C. 
invite tenders for the construction of an outfall sewer 
from Cranham-lane, Upminster, to site of proposed 
sewage disposal works, Great Warley, Essex, com- 
prising about 23 miles of 12in. and 15 in. pipe, sewers 
with manholes, screening chamber, &c. Quantities of 
the Consulting Engineer, Mr. William Fairley, Parlia- 
ment Mansions, Victoria-street, S.W. 

DECEMBER 31.—Wallingford.—The Wallingford 
R.D.C. invite tenders for the construction of the 
first section of roads, sewers and water service, &c., 
on the housing site. 

JANUARY 1, 1920.—Oxford.—Tar SpRAYING.—The 
C.C. invite tenders for tar-spraying on the main roads 
in the county during the year 1920. Specifications of 
Mr. S. Stallard, county surveyor, County Offices, 
Oxford. 

JANUARY 6.—Middlesex.—Roaps.—The C.C. of 
Middlesex invite tenders for a widening of the Uxbridge 
main road from Southall Town Hall to Hayes Canal 


Bridge approach in the County of Middlesex. Quan- 
tities of Mr. H. T. Wakelam, County Engineer, Middle- 
sex Guildhall, Westminster, S.W. 1. eposit £5 5s. 


JANUARY 7.—Llandaff.—SEWER.—The R.D.C. invite 
tenders for the construction of about 330 lineal yards 
of 9 in. and 18 in. earthenware and cast iron pipe sewers 
with manholes, &c., at Allensbank-road, Gabalfa. 
Quantities of the Surveyor, Mr. James Holden, 
A.M. Inst.C.E., Park House, 20, Park-place, Cardiff. 
Deposit £1. 

JANUARY 12.—Loughton.—The Loughton U.D.C 
invite tenders for the construction of a new road, and 
the laying of sewers and surface water drains on the 
Habgood Estate, Loughton. 

* No DatTE.—Amersham.—The Amersham R.D.C. 
invite tenders from builders and contractors willing 
to tender for the (a) construction of roads and sewers 
upon the “ Piggotts Orchard” site in Amersham, 
andjor (b) the erection of 42 cottages upon the site. 


Buction Sales, Tenders, &c. 


DECEMBER 19.— Pluckley (Kent).—Mr. Alfred J. 
Burrows, @ mated with Messrs. Knight, Frank 
and Rutiey, will sell at the brick and tile works ad- 
nies the S.E. and C. Railway main line station, 

uckley (Kent), alarge quantity of stock in trade, © 


including about 125, blue bricks, &c. 
19.—Thetford.—Messrs. Joseph Hib- 


DECEMBER 
bard & Sons will sell, by order of the Board of Trade, 
at the timber depot on the Lingford estate, Thetford 
Norfolk, a stock of English softwoods, comprising 25 
standard of Scotch fir and larch, cut into planks, deals. 
battens, boards and scantlings. 
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DECEMBER 22.—Whitstable.—Messrs. J. T. Reeves 
& Son will sell at 15, High-street, Whitstable, Kent, 
on instructions from Mr. George Reeves (who is 
relinquishing the timber business in order to have more 
time for the development of Chesterfield Manor Farm, 
which he has recently purchased), large quantity of 
useful, timber, woodworking machinery, Ac. 

% JANUARY 13.—Castle Madoc.—Messrs. Hibbard & 
Sons will sell by order of the Disposal Board at Castle 
Madoc, South Wales, stock of various kinds of timber. 

%* JANUARY 20.—Chelsea.—Messrs. Knight, Frank & 
Rutley will sell at Chelsea, the historical and valuable 
site of Old Cheyne House. 

%* Date announced later.—Winnall Down.—Messrs. 
Savage & Weller will sell by order of the Disposal Board, 
at Magdalen Hill, Winnall Down, and Avington Park 
Camps, Winchester, 75 sectional and other huts of 
various sizes. 

*xNO DatTE.—Kensington, S.E.—Sale by Tender, 
by order of the Disposal Board, Ministry of Munitions, 
rubber paving, and disused railway coach bodies, 
laying at H.M. Office of Works, Kensington Palace, W. 


Competitions. 
(See Competition News, page 610. ) 


Public Appointments, 


DECEMBER 19.—Newcastle-on-Tyne.— The City 
and County of Newcastle-on-Tyne invite applications 
for the position of Clerk of Works to supervise the 
erection of houses in connection with the Corporation 
Housing Schemes. 

DsoeMBe: 24.—Birmingham.—The - Housing and 
Estates Committee of the Corporation of Birmingham 
invite applications for the appointment of accountant 
in that department. Salary £500 per annum. 

DESCEMBER 24.—Dewsbury.- An Architectural Assis- 
tant is wanted in the Borough Engineer’s Department. 
Salary £300 per annum. 

DECEMBER 29.-Wolverhampton.-A qualified archi- 
tectural assistant is required by the Housing Committee 
of the Borough of Wolverhampton. Commencing 
salary £300 per annum. 

*x JANUARY 1.—Hertford.—The Hertfordshire County 
Council invite applications for the appointment of 
County Surveyor and Architect. Commencing salary 
£1,200 a year. 

* JANUARY 7.—Chelmsford.—The Essex County 
Council invite applications for the appointment of 
Quantity Surveyor on the staff of the Architect's 
Department. Salary £400 per annum. 

JANUARY 12.—Durham.—The County Council of 
Durham invite applications for the appointment of 
a managing foreman painter for work in connection 
with the painting, colouring and renovating of Council 
Schools. Salary £300, rising by annual increments 
of £12 10s. to £350 per annum. 

* No DATE.—Hull.—Hull Corporation invite applica- 
tions for the following appointments :—(1) Architec- 
tural draughtsman with experience in the planning of 
houses ; (2) architectural draughtsman with experience 
of school planning. 

No DaTE.—Weymouth.—The Dorset C.C.E.C. invite 
applications for the post of assistant master for the 
Weymouth Engineering and Junior Technical School. 


— 





BUILDERS’ PROFITS. 


In a letter we have received from Mr. 
Ernest J. Brown, he states that at a reeent 
meeting of the London Master Builders’ 
Association the strongest possible objection 


was taken to the statement made in the House 
of Commons by Sir Tudor Waltérs, to the effect 
that contractors under the housing schemes 
wanted a profit of £200 and £250 on each house. 
“The charge,” he says, ‘so far as federated 
builders are concerned, is ridiculous and 
absolutely untrue, and it seems inconceivable 
that it could have been made by anyone possess- 
ing any knowledge of the actual state of affairs 
as they exist in the building trade to-day. 
Builders are faced with an insuperable difficulty 
in regard to estimating what the rate of produc- 
tion will be on their various jobs, and, added to 
this, there are losses incurred owing to the 
delays and difficulties in obtaining delivery 
of materials, due to the chaotic condition which 
exists throughout the country in respect of 
transport. There is not the slightest doubt 
that builders would feel considerably relieved 
if they found they had made a net profit of 5 
per cent. on their contracts. The federated 
builders, under a scheme entered into between 
the Ministry of Health and the Resettlement 
Committee of the Industrial Council for the 
Building Industry, are making every possible 
effort with a view to the speedy erection of 
houses at a minimum cost.” 
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INEW COMPANIES. 


THE particulars quoted below have been 
compiled by Messrs. Jordan & Sons, Ltd., 
Company Registration Agents, 116 and 117, 
Chancery Lane, W.C.2, from the documents 
available at the Companies Registry :— 


Haskins, Lrp. (157,804). Registered 
August 8, 1919. Warmley Pottery, Tower-road, 
Warmley, Gloucester. Stone quarriers, stone 
merchants, brick and tile merchants, &c. Nom- 
inal capital, £20,000. 

Burpery Brick Co., Lrp. (158,015). Regis- 
tered August 18, 1919. Warwick-road, Greet, 
Birmingham. Nominal capital, £10,000. 

Lewis. & Luoyp, Lrp. (158,104). Regis- 
tered, August 20, 1919. Timber merchants, 
etc. Nominal capital, £5,000. 237, Albany- 
road, Roath Park, Cardiff. 

W. W. Warp & Son, Lrp. (158,189). 
tegistered August 22,1919. Decorators, paint- 
ers, wallpaper merchants and builders’ mer- 
chants. Nominal capital, £3,000. 44, Bedford- 
street, North Shields. 

TAYLOR Manuracturine Co. (1919), Lrp. 
(158,230). Registered August 25, 1919. Shep- 
herd-street, Wolverhampton. Manufacturers of 
window casements, fanlight gearing, roofing, 
leaded lights, art metal work and builders’ 
hardware. Nominal capital, £15,000. 

Hurn Bros., Lrp. (158,245). Registered 
August 26, 1919. The Ark, Melksham, Wilts. 
Timber merchants. Nominal capital, £10,000. 

Bop & Sons, Lrp. (158,264). Regis- 
tered August 27, 1919. 12, Yorke-street, 
Hucknall, Notts. Builders and contractors. 
Nominal capital, £600. 

E. D. Hoox, Lrp. (158,314). Registered 
August 28, 1919. 9, Belgrave-road, Pimlico, 
S.W. Builders and decorators. Nominal capi- 
tal, £10,000. 


BrapFrorp CoNcRETE BuLock Co., Lp. 
(158,438). Empress Works, Legramo-lane, 
Bradford. Registered September 2, 1919. 
Nominal capital, £2,000. 

Puastey & Son, Lrp. (158,514). Regis- 
tered September 4, 1919. 24, Waterloo-street, 
Swansea. Painters and decorators. Nominal 
capital, £5,000. . 

F. W. Riegsy &Co.,Lrp. (158,537). Regis- 
tered September 5, 1919. 16, Wharf-road, 
City-road, N. ‘Timber merchants, &c. Nominal 
capital, £40,000. 

HENDON VALE EstaTE Co., Lrp. (159,609). 
‘rhe Vale Estate Office, The Vale, Golders 
Green, Hendon. Registered October 15, 1919. 
Builde:sZand} contractors. y Nominal capital, 
£15,000. 





in 


Jounson & Lanoaury, Lap. 
Registered September 5, 1919. 
Westcotes-drive, Leicester. 
tractors. Nominal capital, £5,000. 

BrRoapDBRIDGE & Port, Lrp. (159,592). 
34, -Roper-road, Canterbury. Registered 
October 14, 1919. Builders’ merchants, etc. 
Nominal capital, £10,000. 

Bouton & Co. (LonGPortT), Ltp. (159,697). 
310, Victoria Park-road, Leicester. Registered 
October 17. Brick and tile manufacturers. 
Nominal capital, £5,000. 





(158,541). 
“ Allington,” 


WESTON-SUPER-MARE POTTERY, TILE, AND 


Brick Co. (1919), Ltp. (159,841). Warlebury 
Lodge, Weston-super-Mare. Registered October 
21,1919. Nominal capital, £10,000. 

BLACKER BrotTHERS (CARDIFF), Lrtp. 
(159,846). 23, High-street, Cardiff. Registered 
October 22, 1919. Builders and _ general 
contractors. Nominal capital, £2,000. 

CHOPPINGTON Brick AND TILE Co., Lrp. 
(159,849). 26, Moseley-street, Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne. Registered October 22, 1919. Nominal 
capital, £4,000. 

Henry Moat & Son, Lp. (159,890). 
Bath-lane Chambers, Bath-lane, Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne. Registered October 23, 1919. Slate 
and timber merchants, ladder makers, &c. 
Nominal capital, £5,000. 

Contractors (Maryport), Lrp. (159,923). 
High-street, Maryport. Registered October 24, 
1919. Builders and contractors, decorators, 
merchants and dealers in stone. Nominal 
capital, £10,000. 


Se ere 


NEW INVENTIONS. 


The “ Warburton ’’ Electrical Hoist. 


We illustrate on this page the ‘‘ Warburton ” 
electrical self-landing and delivering hoist, 
manufactured by the A. and A. Electrical 
Co., Ltd., 13, Farringdon-road, E.C.1. This 
hoist is designed to lift goods rapidly up and 
down the lifting well and to run them well into 
the warehouse. The traversing gear can be 
of almost any length, and by erecting the motor 
and hoisting gear far back, goods can be run 
right into the warehouse and packed in the 
various bays. The traversing beam is supplied 
in lengths up to 20 feet, and the hoists are 
standardised from 5 cwt. to 1 ton. The hoists 
are fitted to a pair of 7 in. by 4 in. steel joists, 
and these are practically the only building 
work involved. With a load of 8ecwt., the 
hoisting speed is 100 ft. per minute, and the 
speed of travel, 120 feet per minute. With 


‘ larger loads, of course, the speed is propor- 


tionately reduced 





The “Warburton” Electric Hoist. 
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‘ TENDERS. 


Communications for insertion under, this heading 
should be addressed to “The Editor,” and must reach 
him not later than first post on Wednesday. 

* Denotes accepted t+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

¢ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modtfications. 

AYLESBURY.—For brick setting for boilers at 
generating works, for the Corporation :— 

*Poulton & Co., Reading .......... £1,090 

BLYTH.—For the erection of ten houses, for the 
U.D.C. Mr. L. Leeper, Surveyor, Council Offices, 
Blyth :— 


*J. E. Dover, Blyth ........ £8,990 0 0 
R. 8..Waddle, Blyth ........ We 0 0 
fA... re are 9,402 17 0 
A. 8S. Douglas, Blyth ........ 9,491 0 0 
T. S. Hedley & Son, Blyth.... 10,110 0 0 
Cocks Bros., Blyth .......... 10,732 19 3 


Borough Surveyor’s Estimate 8,575 0 0 


BRADFORD.—For plasterers’ work at the Prince- 
ville Nursery School, for the Education Committee :— 
Ca ME ox 0:00s.00's e@eerpes sees £325 
BRADFORD.—For supply and erection at Schole- 
moor Cemetery of a memorial to the foremen killed 
at Low Moor explosion, for the Corporation :— 
OE ee eer £1,200 
BRADFORD.—For the painting of schools for the 
Education Committee :— 


*City Engineer—Allerton (internal).. £365 0 0 
*City Engineer—Allerton (external.. 180 0 0 
*W. Brock—Bolton-lane (internal). . 37 10 0 
*W. Brock—Bolton-lane (external). . 29 0 0 
*A Procter—Feversham-street Girls’ 

and Infants’ ..........--+seee. 148 0 0 
*City Engineer—Highfield ........ 151 0 0 
*Greenwood & Long—Hutton ...... 218 10 0 
*H. Gelder—Wibsey Infants’ ...... 9410 0 
*J.C. Calvert—St. Ann’s R.C. ...... 185 0 0 
*Roome & Wade—St. James’ Church 125 0 0 
*C. V. Hartley & Son—St. Mary’sR.C. 130 0 0 
*T. Obank & Sons—St. William’s R.C. 11019 4 


BRISTOL.—For the erection of houses at Fishponds, 
for the Corporation :— 

- Type of House. Per No.of 

House. Houses. 


*J. Living room, 
— 2 New — Sette Feeeee £800 20 

*Chard Bros... Living room, 
2 bedrooms...... 750 4 

*G.H. King .. Living room, 
P 2 bedrooms...... 800 . 

*Chard Bros... Living room, 
3 bedrooms...... 886 4 


*R. Wilkins & Sons, Living room, par- 
lour, 3 bedrooms 950 40 
Living room, par- : 
lour, 3 bedrooms 928 2 
*Thomas & Sons, Living room, par- 

lour, 3 bedrooms 843 . 


BURNHAM-ON-CROUCH.—Mr. Walter Lawrence, 
F.S.1., was the quantity surveyor in connection with 
the Burnham-on-Crouch housing scheme, a list of 
tenders for which was given in our last issue. 


BURTON-ON-TRENT.—For the erection of 24 
houses at Mona-road, for the, Corporation. Mr. 
George T. Lynam, Borough Engineer, Burton-on- 
Trent :— 

*Mr. G. H. Adams, Burton-on-Trent. .—£2,188 


CHIPPENHAM.—For the erection of a pair of 
houses, for the Corporation :— ee 
A. J. ColbOUrMe ...cscccccccccsccs £1,420 
CLYDEBANK.—For various work inYconnection 
with the erection of 13 houses (East Kilbowie housing 
scheme) for the T.C. :— 
*Mr. John Taylor, Yoker .... £10,721 4 9 
* Lowest Tender. 


EAST HAM.—For the erection of (a) 12 houses on 
Central site and (b) for fences and drains to 16 houses on 
same site for the B.C. :— . 

*F. Hamlett........ (a) £9,780 ; and (b) £959 

EPPING.—For erection of four houses at Theydon 
Garnon, for the R.D.C. :— E 

*Whiffin & Sons, Epping .... £3,179 5 0 

GLASGOW.—For filling up heating boiler at North 

Woodside-road lodging house, for the Corporation :-— 
*J. Cormack & Sons, Ltd. £109 19 11 


GLASGOW.—For formation of roads and sewers 
at Knightswood Hospital, for the Corporation :— 
*John Porter & Sons, Glasgow.. £8,409 11 


HACKNEY.—For the erection of a factory and 
sundry buildings for Messrs. Latham & Co., lt od 
Messrs. Morris & Gregory, architects, 37, Chancery 


lane, W.C. 2 :— a 
Building. : 
R: Merton Hughes, Baron’s Court, W. 
Steel 


*John Knox .. 


work. 
Francis Morton & Co., Ltd., Garston, Liverpool. 


Patent glazing. ow 
Pennycook Glazing Co., Ltd., Victorfa-street, S. am 
LEEDS.—For inside painting at Block 6, Beckett 


street, Leeds, for the Guardians :— 6 
*J. W. Ingleby, Leeds ........---- £240 ; 
T. W. Fishel, L008 22. cccccccces 540 : 
eS rea 400 > 
L. E. Wilkinson, Leeds.........--- 360 ; 
RB. J..Musk, Reeds... ccc ccseee 296 
L. Walker, Leeds ........°..-+++-: 265 10 
J.T. Pollard & Sons, Leeds......-- 256 ° 
Dearden Bros., Leeds ........-+-> = 4 

J. Quinn, Leeds... wee evens 9 


(Continued on page 632.) 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS.* 


(Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at the present time, prices of materials 


should be confirmed by inquiry. 


BRICKS, &c, 
Per 1,000 Alongside, in River Thames 


up te London Bridge. £ 6. d. 
Beek BN s05 6b ctniekeieisd csc 41 6 
Per 1000, Delivered at “London Goods Stations 
£ d. £ a. d. 
Flettons ...... 217 0 Best Biue 
Best Stour- Pressed Staf- 
bridge Fire fordshire ... 9 3 6 
SOE sae 10 10 0 Do. Bulinose.. 9 8 6 
Blue Wire Cuts 713 6 


GLAZED BRIGKs— 


Best White, D’ble Str’tch’ra 28 10 0 
Ivory, and D’ble Headers 25 10 0 
Salt Glazed One Side and 
Stretchers .. two Ends .. 29 10 0 

Headers....... 21 0 0 Two Sides and 

Quoins, Bull- one End .... 30 10 0O 
nose and 4tin. Splays and 
i, ree 2610 O Squints..... 283 00 
Second Quality, £1 per 1,000 less than best. Cream 

and buff, £2 extra over white. (ther colours, Hard 

Glaze, £5 10s. extra over white. 


a. d. 
Thames BaHast ........ 16 6 per yard, delivered 
- eens i9 $ 
Thames Sand .......... i oo 2 miles 
Best Washed Sand ...... 20 0 “= es radius 
fin. Shingle for Ferro- Padding- 
SOE vane gnsceaw 19 4 oe ton. 
4 in. > re 20 
Ber ton. delivered in Laaiads afea. 
& @: £esed 
Best Portland Cement ...... 313 6 .. 3 16 6 
66/6 alongside at Vauxhall in 80-ton lots. 
Verrocrete per ton extra on above. , 5 0 


Best Ground Btue Lias Lime 2 16 ° 0 at rly. de pot. 

NOTE.—The cement or lime Is exclusive of the ordinary 
charge for sacks.’ The sacks are charged at 2s, 6d 
each and credited at 2s. each if returned in good 
condition within three months. 


Grey Stone Lime ...... 61s. Od. per ton delivered. 
Stourbridge Fireclay in s’cks 42s. 6d. per ton at rly. dpt. 
STONE. 


BaTH STONE—delivered in railway.trucks at s. d. 
Westbourne Park, Paddington, G.W.R., or 


South Lambetn, G.W.R.. per ft. cube...... 2 O 
Do. do. delivered in railway trucks at Nine 

Elms, L. & S.W.R.. per ft. cube .......... 2 13 
Do. do. delivered on road waggons at Nine Elms 

Depot ..... Pads be SHS EE0S SH O8 o86008 2 23 


PORTLAND STONE— 

Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, L.& 8.W.R., South Lambeth 
Station, G.W.R., and Mileage Station 


C.F ee OE Gh, GND 6.6 on dr neecdesccexa 3 64 
Do. do. delivered on road waggons at above 
SERTIOUE, DOT Th. GUN. 5. 6 0'v0 6605990006450 3 74 


White basebed, 3d. per ft. cube extra. 

Nore.—4d. ft. cube extra for every foot over 20 ft. 
average. 
YorK STONE, BLUE—Robin Hood Quatily. 


Delivered at any Goods Station London. s. d 
Seappled random blocks ....... Per Ft. Cube 7 0 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 

lll eee” PerFt.Super 5 6 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto ........ a 6 2 
8 in. sawn two sides slabs (random sizes) ,, s & 
2 in. to 2$ in. sawn one side slabs 

CNG SE oo 09,550 5644000000008 = 1 5) 
14 in. to 2 in. ditto, ditto ....ccccccee - 1 3 
HarRD YORK— 

Delivered atany Goods Station London. 

Seappled random blocks ........ Per Ft. Cube 6 
6 in. sawn two sides landing to sizes (under 40ft. 

COED 205s bsbisss5009008% Per k't.Super 5 0 
6 in. rubbed two sides ditto .......... oa 6 0 
4 in. sawn two sides slabs (random sizes) ,, 2 10} 
3 in. ditto, ditto 22 
2 in. self-faced random flags ..Per Yard Siiper 6 10 

WOOD. 


(The following prices are the Gontroller’s prices fixed 
Feb. 7, 1919. The control is now remove.) 


Pursuant to paragraph 3 of the Timber Control Order, 
1918, the Controller of Timber Supplies hereby gives 
notice that until further notice the following shall be 
the maximum prices at which imported timber may be 
sold. These prices are per standard landed and in store. 


WHITE SEA REDWOOD. 


ist 2nd = 3rd and 4th 
unsorted 
Inches £ s. £ s. £ 8. £ 8. 
© X 8 cscsbees 5410 5210 4910 47 10 
Sx © wise .. 5010 4810 4510 43 10 
4X Biccosocse NH 86820 BD 06. 
e ® Biseecoe 4710 4510 4210 4010 
3X Bisccesee BE Be Ae. wee 
3 xX nema” Se ee ee 8 U8 
S « © ssvess .. 4510 4310 4010 3810 
x © gcpiases 4510 431C 3910 | 37 10 
24 to 3 x 11 5310 56110 4810 46 10 
2s to3 x 9g 48 0 46 0 43 0 41 0 
“4 x 7 to 8 . 464 0 44 0 41 0 «39 O 
7X OC vara . 4510 4310 4010 38 10 
oe 2 OS ova we. 4610 4310 3910 37 10 
2 x 1 iccceces OO 2 ee: 6 Se 
> Me © dg. geaes . & 0 640 48 0 «41 «0 
~ x 8 seeee 4610 4410 4110 39:10 
SX TV ucissves SE eee 6 628. 
2 « twit: 26: ae. ae 
2 X 5 waccccce 44610 4210 93010 87 10 
. ® £2 cc 4410 4210 40 0 38 0 
UN 


SORTED LARCHWOOD at rd Archangel Red- 
wood Prices. ; 
Boards, Ist and 2nd, £1 10s, extra. 
Boards. 4rd and 4th. £1 extra 
FEATHER EDGED BOARDS, £40 10s. per std. 
SAWN LATHS, 3s. per bundle. 
U/S SLATING BATTENS (yellow and white and 
Strips), £35. 


WwooD (Co tinned). 


SWEDISH AND NORWEGIAN FLOORING AND 
MATCHING. 
U/S Red and White. 
Per 100ft. super. Per 100 ft. super 
ljin. P.E. at 60/- jin. P.E. at 3)/- 
lin. P.E. at 50/- gin. P.E. at 25/6 
lin. P.E. at 40/- tin. P.E. at 20/6 
jin. P.E. at 35/- 
T. & G. and Match Lining at 6d. per square extra. 
PLANED BOARDS—11 in., £45 per standard; 10 in., 
£43 per standard; -9 in., £43 per standard; 8 in., 
£41 per standard. 
YELLOW PINE 


Ist 2nd 3rd 4th 
Inches sé, £ as, ss. £ 8. 
3 xX 12 and up.. 67 0 55 0 5010 44 O 
At Ferercr 64 0 53 O 48 10 44 0 
2 Seer 58 0 48 0 44 0 42 0 
2 eae 57 0 47-0 43 0 41 O 
2 Sn 550(OO 45 O 42 0 30 «=O 
i 2. Wr ccatekees 55 0 4 0 42 0 39 0 
3 xX 6 and down 52 O 42 0 40 0 37 «0 


For complete specification and controlled prices, see 
** London Gazette,” February 7, 1419. 
Dry Wainscot Oak, per ft. 
super, asinch ....... 026 to O 3 
? in. do do. 0 2 0 to 0 2 6 
Dry Mahogany—Honduras, 
Tabasco, African, per 
ft. super, as inen 026 te 0 3 O 
Cuba. Mahogany ....... 0 3 6 to 0 4 0 
Teak (Rangoon, Moulmein 
or Java). perload.. .. 60 0 0 to 5 O O 
American Whitewood 
planks, per ft. cube ... 018 0 to 1 0 0 
Scotch Glue, per cwt. .... 5 5 O " 
Liquid Glue, per gailon .. Say @ xs — 


SLATES. 
Ist quality slates from Bangor or Portmadoc in 
truck load delivered London area. Ver 1,000 of 1,200, 


s & 
Best Blue Bangor Slates, 24 by 12.....-.. 4810 0 
om a = Se Oe OS sccccans 35 0 O 
Virst quality Ms Set Be vecdaess 32 6 O 
9 9 SOE Bbccccccss C2 BR 
Best Blue Portmadoc 4.3. er 27 10 0 
‘ a ina PO Oe BP ceca seces ss 8 8 
Virst quality ,, 1G Oi ocesese 18 0 0 
eae s it 2, oe 17 0 0 
5 ke Se  weesesw en 3.6 98 

Per 1,000 
TILES, f.o.r. London. 
Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or ¢£ 8. d. 
Staffordshire district...........++.24+ - 6 2 6 
Ditto hand-made ditto.............. 6 7 6 
Crmnepentel GEO .cccccccccescoccccce oe Be 8 
Hip and valley tiles (per dozen) ........ s Vm s 

METALS. 

JOISTS, GIRDERS, &C., TO LONDON STATION PER — 
s. d. 
R. S. Joists, cut and fitted .......... 238 0 0 
Plain Compound Girders ............ 30 0 0 
a a Stancheons ........ 32.0 0 
fe fo PP eee 36 0 O 


WROUGHT-IRON TUBES AND FitTinas— 
(Discount off List for lot of not less than £10 net 
value delivered direct from worke. 5 per cent. less 
carriage forward if sent from London stocks.) 
Sizes up to and Sizes 
including 2 in. 23 in. to Gin. 
Tubes. Fittings. Tubes, Fittings. 


GOB cero. resnce 26 324. .... SIR* «387 
= are aa eS 36 
Steam ..... ciee: oa 25 25} 325 
Galvanised Gas - 7 5 12 3 


« Water 2 —2)% . "50 —27% 
a Steam +124 —17¢ ....4+2$ —25 


L.C.C. COATED SOIL PipES— London Petees ex works, 
Bends, stuck Branches, 


Pipe. angles. stuck angi +. 
8. d 8. d. a. d 
2in. peryd.in6fte.. 4 7 3.4 4 0 
24 in. * « oe 3 8 5 0 
3 in. mi os |. oe ¥-S 6 0 
3$ in. ‘ oo ee ae ae oe 7 0 
4in. o ua se 56 8 8 (0 


RAIN- WATER PIPES, &C. Bends, stock Branches, 
oy ‘ angles. stock angles. 
d > 


8. d. 8. d 
2in, per yd. in 6fts. plain 3 4 ae wc ae 
Zia, » - ée sa tee 
3 in. a a io: Ee eee ac ee 
Stin. « on S aie Bas 8S 
4in. ” o > e428 5 8 
L.C.C. DRAIN PIPES.—9 ft, lengths. London Prices. 

4in., 108. .. Sin. 128 6d. .. Gin.. 15s. 
Per ton in London. 
[RON— £ s. d. £ sé, 
Common Bars .......- 2610 0 to 2710 »U 
Staffordshire Crown Bars - 
good merchant quality 27 ave wm 6 
— “ Mark 
cubeweuee? ww mee ws BO 8D 
Mild casi ee. “Gaweneas 23310 0 .. 2410 O 
Steel Bars, Ferro-Concrete 
guality, basis price . wee «a BS 8 
Hoop Iron, basis price .. 29 9 0 .. 30 0 0 
pan . Galvanised .. 40 0 0... om 
Sheet Iron Black— 
Ordinary sizes to - ga. S700... 6w.,6 
‘ iss... BPR se... BwR-F 
os a te oe re a 
Sheet iron, Galvanised flat, ordinary quality— 
Ordinary sizes, 6 ft. by 
2ft.w3ft.to20g... 3710 0 .. os 
Ordinary sizes to 22 g. 
and 24g i rh ecrihese 69m we 8 .« BS 2 
Ordinary sizes to 26g... 3810 0 .. 3910 O 


Since our last issue several prices have been revised. —Ed.] 


METALS (Continued). 
ey > in Santen 
eo 

Sheet Iron, Gatvanised, flat, best quality — 


Ordinary sizes to 20 g. 39 = _ 
* oo =e and 

Fee ee 3820 :@ — 

Ordinary sizes to26¢... 4210 0 ., _ 


Galvanised Corrugated Sheets— 
Ordinary sizes, 6 ft. to 
ara 37 10 oe -_ 
Ordinary sizes, 22 g. and 
24 


err 3 8 8 es _ 

Ordinary sizes. 26g..... 3910 0 ° = 
Rest Soft Steel Sheets, 6 ft. 

by 2 ft. to 3 ft. to 20 g. 

and thicker...........4 - @ OB se -_ 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 20 g. 

Was date ns asetns 3010 0 .. - 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 26 g. - - de _ 
Cut Nails, 3 in. to 6 in. .... 3200 .. 380 0 

(Under 3 in. usual trade extras.) 
LEAD, &c. 


Delivered in London. 
LEAD Sheet, English, 4 Ib. £ «. d. 


WR Ges 400808008 62 0 0 ., - 
. £ bf aa 62 0 O .. _ 
i eee 55 0 0 . _ 
Compo pipe .....-. 55 10 O _ 


NOTE—Country delivery, ‘20a. per ton extra ; lots under 
5 ecwt., Is. 6d. per cwt. extra. Cut to sizes, 4 
cwt. extra, 


Old lead, ex London area, } om 
at Mil lis awe Ne per ton | 3510 © .. 
Do., ex country, carriage | 96 49 9 ads 
forward...... per ton j = 
CopPER— 
Strong Sheet....per |b. 0 2 8 «ee — 
Thin de aie. a 0 2 @ «we — 
Copper nails ....  ,, 02 3 «. - 
Copper wire ... os @ 8 6 xe om 
rin—English Ingots * @ 8 8 ce -_ 
SOLDER—Plumbers’ __,, 018 .. —_ 
Tinmen’s........ “s S 3 @ 0 = 
Blowpipe ...... ®t 6 ée _ 
GLASS. 


ENGLISH SHEET GLASS IN CRATES OF STOCK 
SIZES AND IN SQUARES IN ORDINARY SIZES. 


Per Ft Per Ft. 
i6 oz. fourths .... 7gd. 32 oz fourths .... 10$d. 
MD boos 46 8d. or NEES wccoee lige 
21 ,, fourths .... Séd. Fluted, Obscured and 
» thirds ...... 89d. Knamelied Sheet, 
26 ,, fourths .. . 94d. 15 oz. 74a 
— 1ogd. 21 ,, 8d 


Extra price according to size and substance tor 
squares cut from stock. 


ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE LN CRATES OF STOCK 


SIZES Per Ft. 
5 NS nds cr atneedndasianss peadack 44d 
f& ough rolled and rough cast plate.........- 54a. 
! Rough roHed and rough cast plate.........- 54a 


Figured Kolled, Oxford Rolled, Baltic, Oceanic, 
Arctic, sti polyte, and small and large 


WISE GEOD 5.0 cacs ce ccescsseseeser 6h 
PR SENS ovccccccesccseses seeeeeose 84d, 
DONOR GON oc cadecocnceccces o0neeennees. OE 
White Rolled Cathedral......... 52000008 . 6d 
linted G8 dccsoestess penasée 8d. 
PAINTS, &c. £04 
Raw Linseed Oil in pipes...... per gallon 9 10 6 
Be i » im barrels .... ~ v10 9 
ie a = |. ee ve 0 10 11 
Boiled ,, » in barrels.... o 010 % 
» in drums .... e 010 5 
Turpentine See o 0 10 10 
- in drums (10 gall.) . 012 4 
Genuine Ground English White Lead, per ton75 15 vu 


(In not less than 5 cwt. casks.) 
GENUINE WHITE LEAD PAINT— 
“Nine Elms,” “ Park.” “ Supremus,” 
and other best brands (in 14 1b. tins) not 
less than 5 cwt. lots..per tondelivered103 0 0 
Red Lead, Dry (packages extra) .. per top 60 0 0 


Best Linseed Oil Putty ........ per cwt. 111 3 
PROC... ccc cessccces ceseceses . per cwt. O16 6 
Size. XD Quality... .....-seseeees fkn. 0 6 UO 


Per gallon. 
ge d, 


io) 
=] 

e 
a 
@ 

i= 
= 
= 


Oak Varnish..... otedpnsenseeeeend 





Se Oe <ccocecdsunnedan steel ditto 019 0 
Fine Copal .....-.eseee- Seccccece ditto 020 6 
Pale Copal ...ccccscccseres <eeneed . ditto O21 4 
Pale Copal Carriage ...........+-+ ditto 9 23 6 
Best GittO = .cccccece beeee ditto 033 6 
Floor Varnish...........-+ coccccee Lae 8B CO 
Fine Pale Paper .......+.s-ss0++-- ditto 017 0 
SIRO ROPES SERIOE on 0m + ve00 coseee ye 021 6 
Fine Copal flatting ................ ditto 019 6 
Hard drying Oak .......... icin ee 
Fine Hard drying Oak ....:....... ditto O18 0 
Fine Copal Varnish ........ coccss Ge OR 6 
Pale Gel 600 6de0nseeéonnende Ss a ae 
Best Sn .o. ansehen sedeseécess Ge aE 
Best Japan Gold 3iz@.....ccccecccececeee O19 OG 
Best Dine JaMAR .occccccccccccescccesce OM @ 
Oak and Mahogany Stain ......ceseseseee O21 O 
Brenowiek Sack escbescssocesooesens BES GF 
Berlin Black......... covccccocccccocccosn 9 29 8 
Knotting svccesvocececsoses> OS 8 
French and Brush Polish .......c.eccesee 0 22 0 

uid Dryers in Terebine .......ee0---. 917 O 

Claas Black Enamel ....sccoccccesssee 9 7 O 

* The information oan on this has been 


ecially compiled for Taz BUILDER and is copyright 
Our aim in this list is to rin as far as possible, the 
average prices of materials, not necessarily the highest 
or lowest. Quality and quantity obviously affect 
prices—a fact which should be remembered by those 
who make use of thid informatior. 





632 SR 


TENDERS—continued from page 630. 
LONDON.—For anete paving on North side of 
Liverpool-street, for the City Corporation :— 
*Val de Travers Asphalte Co. ...... £357 10 
LONDON.—For erection of woodworking machine 
shop at Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, for Messrs. 
Stevens & Adams :— 


*Mr. R. A. Jewell, Wandsworth .. £1,095 15 


LONDON.—For convetsion of City Mansions into 
tenements, for the Islington Borough Council :— 


*Hooper & Ryder, 8, South Grove, 
NS 4 ohne gd: eo0' 00 400 36 et £ 


Patman & Fotheringham.......... 31,721 
A. Monk, Lower Edmonton ...... 31,950 
Robert Young’s Construction Co., 

31,975 


ON Se eer ee 
Limpus & Son, Kingston-on-Thames 33,964 
Stevens & Sons, Crouch-hill ...... 896 
James Smith & Son, South Norwood 36,947 


LONDON.—For re-building boundary wall at 
Oban-street School, Poplar, for the L.C.C. :— 


*E. A. Roome & Co., Hackney .. £1,443 0 0 
F. & T. Thorne, Isle of Dogs .. 1,584 0 0 
L. H. & R. Roberts, Lower 

EE. Shino 'scpro Fo8o.0 99:6 1,634 0 0 
©. A. BOGE BGO cc-ccvecccvics 1,650 0 O 
C. P. Roberts & Co., Ltd., 

pT ee eee ,698 0 0 
Brand, Pettit & Co., Totten- 

SA er rer ; 0 0 
McCormick & Sons, Ltd., 

ee, ee eee 1,860 0 0O 
Vigor & Co. (Poplar), Ltd., 

ODIAE ncccsvcccvcccves 3,680 0 0 
Griggs & Son, Cubitt Town ..., 3,950 0 0 
G. Barker, Whitechapel ...... 4,147 10 0 

MARKET DRAYTON.—For the erection of 20 


houses on the Longslow-road site, for the U.D.C. :— 
*T. Healey, Market Drayton :— 


Type-A, Per Pale .ncccvcccces £1,600 
zz E, bth.) +Galeieacowes we 1,418 
ype E, block of four ........ 2,810 
Type D, ,, ss 5 SEINE s 2,735 
E. H. Nicholas, Coleham, Shrews- 
bury :-— 
= yg are er 1,713 
Tye E, , oe send oer esos 1,578 
Type E, block of four ........ 3,091 
Type D,_,, i. Sataiees 2,976 
John Bennett, Cross Heath, New- 
castle :— 
Type A, Pel PA cocciccvcvcs 1,629 
Type Near ee 
Type E, block of four ........ 2,883 
Type D, .,, és sabes’ 2,855 


TAVISTOCK.—For the erection of 16 houses, 
near Horrabridge Station, for the R.D.C. Mr. T. H. 
Harris, Borough Surveyor, 1, Millbrook-place, Tavi- 
stock :— 

*A.M. Coles, Ltd., Plymouth. . 

VAUXHALL.—For additions and alterations to 
50, Nine Elms-lane, for Messrs. Jackson’s Millboard 
& Paper Co., Ltd. Messrs. Briant & Son, chartered 
surveyors, 200, Kennington Park-road, 8.£.-11:— 

EE eer 


John Marsland & Sons ............ 
@F. Webster & Son ................ 5,138 


HOSPITAL & SCHOOL STOVES 


SOLE MAKERS OF 


WRICHT’S IMPROVED and also SHORTLAND’S 
PATENT WARM AIR VENTILATING PATTERNS. 


GEO. WRIGHT, Ltd. poron Weir Works, Rotherham 


£12,800 
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WEYMOUTH.—For alterations and additions to 
convenience on Esplanade, for the T.C. :— 


*Theo. Conway, Ltd. .......... £320 0 0 
Jenkins & Hitt ..........000. 3823 0 0 
2 Ee ee 844 7 6 
et PEE. ccncensSed-ep 335 15 0 


WEYMOUTH.—For cleaning and painting at 
Alexandra-hill shelters, &c., for the T.C, :— 
WR IE Jens see seve ececectos £22110 0 
Jenkins & Hitt 0 0 


ee EE an kcincccvwacccé 475 18 10 
pO reer 392 10 0 
EY . dibiccb0s oases eoese 677 0 O 
IRE SS 6d one code wewe 317 56 O 
I OI os oo ks Zelee os .. CO ¢ 





—— 


Home-grown Timber. 

At the Timber Trade Conference, convened 
last week by the English Forestry Association, 
Lord Selborne, who presided, said that our 
supplies of coniferous timber were compara- 
tively small, but it had not been adequately 
explained why British oak should have been 
supplanted by Austrian or Memel oak. No oak 
in the world was more capable of bearing strain 
than British oak, he said, and none was more 
beautiful in the grain when properly cut. 


The Committee on Merchandise Marks. 

The Merchandise Marks Committee, which is 
considering the questions of indications of 
origin on goods and of national trade marks, 
met at the Board of Trade offices last week, 
under the Chairmanship of Mr. Harry Greer, 
M.P., when evidence was given regarding the 
present position of the matters into which the 
Committee is inquiring, in so far as those 
matters affect the Board of Trade and the 
Customs. 


Mr. George Brittain, of the firm of Messrs. 
Geo. Brittain & Sons, Ltd., builders and contrac- 
tors, of Kennington-road, has been unanimously 
elected the first progressive Mayor of Lambeth. 
Mr. Brittain is a member of the Executive 
Committee of the London Master Builders’ 
Association, and a J.P. for the County of London. 
His firm was largely employed in the re-building 
of the Duchy of Cornwall estate. 


Jd, ETRIDGE, J: 


SLATE MERCHANTS 


SLATING AND TILING 
CONTRACTORS, 


Inspections and Reports made om 


OLD on FAULTY ROOFS 


im any part ef the covatry. 


Telephone: Avenue 4046 (we lines), or write 


Bethnal Green Slate Works, 


BETHNAL GREEN, LONDON, E. 
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Canadian Propaganda. 

The Bureau of Canadian Information, which 
was established several years ago by the (ana. 
dian National Railways, at 42-45, New Broad 
street, E.C.2, has proved of considerable vale 
to the business community, and to inquirers 
seeking information about Canada generally, 
Interest in Canadian affairs has rapidly revived 
in the past few months, and inquiries are 
received, not only from people who contemplate 
settling in Canada, but from manufacturers 
seeking Canadian markets, and from buyers in 
this country looking for Canadian products. 





JAPANESE OAK 


immediate use. 








dry and ready for 


SYDNEY PRIDAY 


2a, Eastcheap, E.C 3 Tel.: Avunux 667. 

















Security - : - £8,388,137 
FIRE. 
CONSEQUENTIAL LOSS. 
ACCIDENTS. 
BURGLARY. PLATE GLASS. 
EMPLOYERS’ LIABILITY. 
MARINE. 

Head Offices : 


45, Dale Street, Liverpool. 
155, Leadenhall Street. London, E.€. 3. 
Chief Administration: 
5 &7, Chancery Lane, London, W.C.2 





BRABY’S “DROP-DRY”. GLAZING 


ECONOMICAL. 
EFFECTIVE. 


ESTIMATES FREE. 


Atso N° 8 PATTERN 
WITH WoobD CORE. 


No. 6 
PATTERN. 










MANY THOUSANDS 
OF FEET FIXED TO 
ROOFS OF 
FACTORIES, WARE: 
HOUSES, &c. 


LOWEST PRICES. 


F. BRABY & G*.L”’ 352-364, EUSTON RD., LONDON, N.W.1 


s Telegrams: 
Oourteous, Gusread, Lendon.”’ 


AND at LIVERPOOL, BRISTOL, GLASGOW, FALKIRK, &c. 


Telephene No.: 
Museum 3082 (5 Lines’ 
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FOR SCULPTURE & MAIN’ 


EAST SHOWING WIDENING OF 


WITT NEW PROMENADE 10 FEET WIDE 


STREET 


PERSPECTIVE VIEW LOOKING 
PRINCES 

CENTRAL AVENUE IN GARDENS 
APPROACH TO PROPOSED scc 








MR. JAMES B. DUNN, A.R.S.A.. F.R.1.B.A.. ARCHITECT. 
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ZEEBRUGGE WAR MEMORIAL—SECOND PREMIATED DESIGN. 
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ZEEBRUGGE WAR MEMORIAL—THIRD PREMIATED DESIGN. 





